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I would like, in just a word, to thank you 
all for the invitation you have extended to me 
to read a paper to the Western Counties 
Division, 

When the definitive agricultural history of 
the last 20 years comes in the course of time 
to be written, there will probably be included 
in it a discussion on Rationalism in Agriculture. 

To those who shall follow us, this discussion 
will undoubtedly be amusing, provided it is 
well written. To those traditionalists among 
us who have witnessed the growth of rational- 
ism and who have at times been irritated by 
its coldly logical unanswerable arguments and 
annoyed by its innovations, even while we 
perhaps grudgingly admitted that some of its 
inethods were successful—to us it has not been 
so amusing. Is there among us a real animal 
lover who does not feel a qualm of pity on 
a visit to a modern battery poultry establish- 
ment? The picture of eggs being hatched by 
the thousand, of chicks grouped, graded, sexed, 
and classified like so.much manufacturing raw 
material, and then of pullets and hens kept 
in a space of exactly so many inches wide, deep 
and high, fed on a standard ration, laying one 
standard egg a day which rolls along a sloping 
floor and then grades itself, leaves in my mind, 
and I venture to hope in the minds of others, 
a mixture of awe at the efficiency of the system 
and horror for the feelings of the birds. 

Further, I cannot but confess to a sort of 
hope that Nature will, in her own good time 
by one or another of her numerous weapons 
(which we know very well she can wield so 
suddenly and so efficiently), step in and call a 


halt to this most unnatural process; if, indeed, 


she has not already done so. 

Let me hasten to say that I do not wish to 
range myself on the side of the barn-door fowl 
enthusiasts—of whom there are still some 
remaining. The very best that could be said 
of the old barn-door system was that the fowls 
were free and happy. 

I think before going further it might be well 
to attempt to trace some of the history of 
the rationalising movement which we have seen 
grow up amongst us. In the period of economic 
reconstruction which followed the War, agricul- 
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ture was one of the first big industries to slump, 
following a preliminary inflation period, and it 
is being the very last to recover. Like a new 
religion, rationalism enjoyed a rapid growth, 
sudden but tremendous zeal, and we are now, 
I think, beginning to see signs of its decay. 

Following the War, there was an influx of 
industrialists into agriculture, who brought with 
them new and untried ideas and methods. When 
these bigger industrialists began agricultural 
rationalising, the modern farmer of advanced 
view and courageous heart began it too. These 
very men who as a class had lived so long by 
observing the fundamental laws of nature, 
thought they could do better. Production had 
to be speeded up, and the hen, the cow 
and the pig especially, had to be reformed 
so that production could be increased and 
costs cut. The hitherto light-hearted hen, 
running about in the farmyard, chasing 
insects, dusting herself in the sun, and 
picking up a varied and interesting diet at the 
expense of a considerable amount of muscular 
energy and body heat (in winter) was shut up 
as a battery layer and rationalised. 

An exact amount of standard ration, enough 
to enable her to lay one standard egg daily, 
was given, and the egg was duly laid. External 
temperature was standardised to conserve body 
heat (and, therefore, food), a dose of cod-liver 
oil had to serve instead of sunshine, fish meal 
replaced interesting insect protein, and in due 
course when no longer could a daily standard 
egg be produced (possibly owing to boredom), 
the hen was slaughtered and another took her 
place. Similarly, with the pig: the creature 
which previously enjoyed itself -in a squalid 
dirty pigsty, in an odd corner of the yard, 
probably close to the warmth of a midden, and 
made an irregular, moderate, but possibly 
wasteful daily live-weight gain on a diet of 
middlings and barley meal, reinforced by the 
varied household scraps (which most unjustifi- 
ably were called “ swill”’), was forced to change 
its ways. Hygienically perfect, but aesthetically 
depressing and often uncomfortable, soulless, 
barrack-like modern piggeries were built, and 
the store or fattening pig spent its days gazing 
at cold concrete or galvanised iron, under 
standardised conditions of feeding, temperature, 
ventilation and everything else. The pig had 
also to become rationalised, and submit to the 














dictates of the experts. It became, with its 
brothers, about as much an individual as is 
a pea in a pod. 

I need not similarly describe to you the 
rationalisation of the cow, pilloried in her 
chromium-plated tubular-steel neck-yoke, devoid 
of bedding, subjected to a machine-like routine, 
often performed by machine techniques, fed to 
the nearest 41b. according to her milk yield, 
and managed very much like a small production 
factory. The facts are too well known. 

Without any doubt many of the principles 
incorporated in these modern systems are in 
themselves scientific, economical and otherwise 
excellent. Every effort to provide more hygienic 
conditions, better and more nutritive foods in 
correct proportions, is to be encouraged, pro- 
vided it does not bring with it any consequences 
harmful to the health of the animals. I shall 
hope to suggest later, however, that we have 
serious problems to face with respect to live- 
stock health and efficiency and a satisfactory 
explanation of the cause of these has not yet 
been offered. After having described, perhaps 
somewhat scornfully, some aspects of modern 
scientific animal production, and in order not 
to give a false impression, I want to explain 
that I am not by any means advocating a return 
to the older conditions, where unhygienic 
conditions, unsatisfactory methods of feeding, 
and wastefulness, were prevalent. There is 
still far too much uneconomic animal produc- 
tion, especially on the smaller and more remote 
farms, where limited financial facilities have 
.restricted development. Much in the ultra- 
modern system is good, but I think we have 
gone too fast in our livestock production 
methods. There comes a stage when the extra 
expenditure of time, worry, supervision and 
labour necessary for what have been called 
“the super-scientific methods” of rearing and 
feeding animals, begin to make greater inroads 
upon the nervous and financial resources of the 
owner than the results warrant. It is then that 
the enthusiast begins to take stock of his 
rationalism, and occasionally lapses back into 
happy-go-lucky or old-fashioned methods. In 
this way sound scientific methods get adversely 
criticised and fall into disrepute. 

I maintain that there is a middle course— 
a via media, and that it should be one of our 
functions as veterinary advisers to throw out 
a word of caution, and attempt to hold the 
halance between the modern concepts of speed 
and efficiency in livestock production, and the 
criteria of sound animal health. 

We live too closely to our own modern times 
to be able to view changing conditions and 
altering incidences of livestock diseases in true 
perspective, but if we turn back some 25 to 
30 years and survey the common diseases of 
farm livestock and compare them with what 
we see to-day, we obtain some idea of those 
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diseased conditions which have increased in 
incidence or severity. A list of these—perhaps 
incomplete—is worth considering, but before 
giving that list, I would like to make myself 
clear that I am not desirous of suggesting that 
every condition mentioned necessarily owes its 
increase directly to our modern methods of 
speeding up production. Such a list would 
probably include, among others, the following 
conditions :— 
Grass sickness in _ horses; transit 
tetany; parturient hypocalcaemia (or 
milk fever) in cows; lactation tetany 
or hypomagnesaemia in cows; ketosis or 
acetonaemia in cows; mastitis; Johne's 
disease; lamb dysentery; pulpy-kidney 
disease; ‘‘swing-back ” in lambs; braxy; 
pregnancy toxaemia in ewes; Newcastle 
virus disease of fowls; neurolymphomatosis 
(fowl paralysis); coccidiosis in poultry; 
various avitaminoses in pigs and poultry, 
swine influenza; swine erysipelas; suckling 
pig anaemia; and parasitic infestations in 
practically all our farm animals. 

One might even include such conditions as 
white scour in calves (especially in northern 
districts); hysteria and distemper in dogs, 
infectious enteritis in cats, pullorum disease, 
and other salmonelloses. It would, however, 
be necessary to state that some of the above 
have increased not so much because methods 
of management, feeding, etc., have changed, 
but because transport facilities have so altered 
that animal movement streams are both wider 
and longer, anc opportunities for the spread of 
infectious agents have been brought about by 
a far wider series of contacts. These factors 
do not, however, apply when non-contagious 
conditions are discussed. We cannot blame an 
increase in suckling pig anaemia, for example, 
upon the cattle truck or motor float. And 
further, methods of diagnosis have very greatly 
improved during the same period of time. 

In order to crystallise the major theme into 
concrete terms, I would like to take a few 
specific examples from the above list. 

One of the best examples of a de novo 
condition which has been brought into being 
during recent years is anaemia of suckling pigs 
due to a deficient intake of iron and copper. 
Feeding extra amounts of these to the sow does 
not result in any marked increase of them in 
the milk she secretes. How then has it come 
about that a young pig during the first three 
weeks of life can suffer from a serious defici- 
ency disease and may readily die? (At one 
time a survey showed that this form of anaemia 
accounted for some 10 per cent. of all deaths 
among suckling pigs.) The answer is to be 
sought in the increased rate of development of 
the suckling pig, which, in order to grow 
properly, demands more Fe and Cu from the 
sow than she can possibly supply. Nature and 
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nurture have not been able to keep pace with 
man’s haste. Improvement by constant selec- 
tion has progressed at too fast a rate. In this 
connection, figures can usefully demonstrate the 
degree of speed in live weight gains at which 
we have arrived. Large White piglings have 
an average birth weight of about 3°0 lb., giving 
a litter weight of 301lb. The average normal 
weight per pig at three weeks of age is about 
85 to 95 1b. In the records of the most highly 
specialised strains of this breed average weights 
of 13°51b. are not uncommon. With a litter 
of ten pigs this represents a total litter weight 
of 135 lb., or a gain of 105 Ib. (i.e., 135—30 lb.) 
in 21 days. When it is remembered that the 
sow must provide the milk to ensure a daily 
litter weight increase of 5:0 1b. per day, as well 
as maintain her own life, some idea of the 
magnitude of the demands for nutritive require- 
ments made upon her can be obtained. I think 
it is safe to suggest that no other farm animal 
can show such an immense daily performance 
in relation to body weight. 


Pigling anaemia, however, excellent as it is 
for illustrating my contention, is not by any 
means the only abnormal condition which 
seems to be increasing in ratio to: the degree 
of artificiality of modern methods of livestock 
production. Moreover, pigling anaemia can be 
fairly readily prevented by ensuring a supply 
of iron and copper either by smearing these 
on the sow’s udder, or by providing sods of 
green turf, or even soil, in the breeding pens. 
At the same time, how much more desirable is 
it to use the new semi-natural method of sow- 
tethering on a pasture or on a green crop such 
as clover. In the south-west, where the clement 
weather so admirably suits an out-of-door life, 
one might well imagine that this method will 
probably become more popular in future. 

The increase in ill-health, sometimes of a 
general vague nature, in dairy cows gives food 
for serious thought. One hears complaints from 
all sides that it is becoming increasingly difficult 
to get cows to last under modern methods of 
intensive management, 


In quite large self-contained herds, even 
including attested herds, which have been 


tubercle-free for some years, it is exceptional to’ 


tind more than one or two cows older than six 
or seven years and the average is usually much 
less than this. Yet the cow’s economic produc- 
tion life extends to at least her sixth or seventh 
lactation before it begins to decline and there 
is not a great reduction in total yield until the 
eighth or ninth lactation. Further, when the 
wastage of cows from a herd over a period of 
years is analysed, one becomes impressed with 
the large proportion (about 25 per cent.) which 
have had to be discarded under the heading of 
“ sterility” or “fattened because she would 
not breed,” or some such designation. In spite 





of records of health published by our agricul- 
tural confréres from time to time, which show 
a reduction in incidental complaints in 
individual heavy-producing herds kept under 
modern conditions, one is gaining the impression 
that reproductive irregularities especially, are 
definitely on the increase. 1 know of three 
different cows each of which during the last 
few years has gained a first prize for high 
production at the London Dairy Show, which 
subsequently have not bred. The strain of 
forced production to qualify for the intensive 
competition of the Dairy Show has been, appar- 
ently, more than the cow’s system could 
withstand and the delicate female reproductive 
mechanism is permanently injured. The details 
of these injuries are, as you are well aware, 
exceedingly hard to recognise, classify, or even 
define. The causes of sterility of this nature 
include a variety of different conditions: 
persistent corpora lutea; oestrus without ovula- 
tion; cystic, atrophic or fibrosed ovaries, are 
seen among many others. I suggest that in 
lesser degree we see the very same process in 
operation in many of our high-producing herds. 
We, as veterinary surgeons, see a side of the 
picture that is possibly denied to the agricul- 
turalist. When we are asked how it is fhat 
intensive milk production, itself an ancillary 
process of the phenomenon of reproduction, 
can cause an arrest or disturbance of oestrus, 
conception, or pregnancy, I am afraid that 
although we may produce a multitude of 
bewildering theories, we cannot honestly give 
a complete answer. 

Our knowledge of detailed functions of 
minerals, vitamins, hormones, or amino-acids 
in the complicated reproductive cycle is 
lamentably incomplete. We have as yet no 
more than touched the fringe of the subject and, 
in the meantime, we are faced with a problem 
which the modern high-speed agriculturalist is 
doing his best to intensify and render more 
complicated, and we are unable to keep pace. 
No sooner is one questioh answered than others 
arise. We are flying before we have properly 
learnt to walk. I am proposing no method of 
attack on the problem, nor do I wish to suggest 
a solution; rather do I wish to draw attention 
to the matter. . 

I very much hesitate to mention one more 
condition of the dairy cow, which seems to 
have increased in ratio as modern methods of 
management have become intensified, but it 
lends further force to the argument. It would 
be difficult to try to determine the average 
herd incidence of mastitis in pre-War years 
throughout an area of the country and compare 
it with what exists there to-day, but there is 
ample evidence that if the tuberculous form 
be excepted, mastitis has increased from a less 
important to a very important cause of loss 
to the dairy farmer. 








170 No. 7. Von. 50. 


Active research during the last ten years or 
so has elucidated many of the factors involved 
in the pathology and bacteriology of this condi- 
tion, but I do not think we can feel confident 
that we have reached the stage when we can 
exercise more than a_ partial control over 
mnastitis, and particularly the non-clinical or 
sub-clinical type. 

Up to date, the life of the sheep has probably 
more nearly approximated to natural conditions 
than that of other animals. Yet even the 
sheep has had to take part in a process of 
rationalisation. Undoubtedly, we know far 
more concerning sheep diseases now than 
formerly, and to a larger extent can control, 
by one means or another, most of the wide- 
spread diseases which we encounter in Britain. 
But during the last few years we have seen 
an increase in such conditions as pregnancy 
toxaemia, “ sway-back ” in lambs, milk fever in 
ewes, and various parturient or post-parturient 
conditions associated with a _ disturbance 
of blood-sugar, serum-calcium and _ = serum- 
magnesium, which are not yet even satisfac- 
torily named or classified. 

One point which has thrust itself upon one’s 
notice in connection with so-called pregnancy 
toxaemia is that the history of an outbreak 
very often shows that the flock, having 
previously been kept on poor or only average 
grazing, was moved on to rich grazing, or 
heavily manured ground, or on to roots which 
When sown received a liberal dressing with 
artificial manure, just prior to the onset of the 
outbreak. Further, if it is possible in the 
middle of an outbreak, to move the flock back 
again to rough, poor grazing, or in default of 
this, on to a bare ploughed field (as was pointed 
out many years ago by M’Fadyean) the out- 
break usually stops at once. 

Perhaps what has already been said is sufli- 
cient to draw attention to the position. It would 
be easy to multiply instances—but such repeti- 
tion is unnecessary. We might do well to 
consider whether first, it is likely that a slowing- 
down would be desirable or possible; and 
second, if not, what can be done. I think we 
must agree that whether we like it or not, 
there is no _ possibility whatever that the 
progress already made in speeding up livestock 
production will be followed by any slackening. 
It would take very powerful forces indeed to 
induce a farmer to feed baby beef or fat pigs 
at a slower rate for a longer period of time 
than the minimum in which the animals can 
be finished. Rapidity of turnover, even at a 
somewhat lessened profit, is preferred to the 
opposite. A major catastrophe might force it 
upon us, or a profound change in the public 
taste might compel an alteration: for example, 
if the present preference for the immature, 
succulent but definitely under-flavoured joint 
of beef or mutton, were to be replaced by a 
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return of public taste for the more mature, 
more fibrous, drier but more robust and full- 
flavoured joint which was popular 30 or 40 years 
ago and which (provided it is properly hung 
and cooked) has much to recommend it. I feel, 
however, that such a change in taste is hardly 
likely. For one thing, the customer prefers 
the smaller and less mature joint, and for 
another, the modern organisation of the meat 
industry could hardly provide the necessary 
storage accommodation for proper hanging and 
maturation of adult meat. 

It seems then that we must accept the fact 
that methods of livestock production will con- 
tinue to be intensified, and it becomes necessary 
to consider whether there is any major fault 
in the system which can be investigated and 
remedial measures suggested; for make no mis- 
take, unless we, as a profession, face the facts 
we may find that our position will be usurped. 

I would suggest to you that much of the 
fundamental trouble among farm stock has its 
root in the grossly unsatisfactory methods of 
rearing young breeding stock, which are unfor- 
tunately only too common throughout the 
country. I will try to indicate some of the 
faults in greater detail, but before doing so I 
would like to draw, very clearly, the distinction 
between breeding stock and the commercial 
animal which is used only for work or meat 
production. The breeding stock—including 
pedigree and non-pedigree animals—should, in 
my opinion, be more clearly defined in the 
farmer’s mind than it is. In a self-contained 
herd it is often noted that every heifer calf 
is retained without due consideration being 
given tod conformation, to the performance of 
her dam, and to general suitability for future 
breeding and milk production. Further, on 
smaller farms, the system of replenishing cows 
by buying the cheapest heifers available at 
any market that happens to be convenient, is 
one that is not conducive to maintaining a good 
standard of breeding females. Among horses 
the position is probably almost as bad. When 
prices rise, far too many mares are put to the 
stallion without adequate consideration being 
given to whether they are fitted to breed a 
useful foal or not. 

This is an aspect of the general problem on 
which the veterinarian can frequently offer 
useful help and advice. 

Given an improvement in the type of breeding 
female, or rather perhaps one should say after 
the elimination of the more unsatisfactory 
types of breeding females, I would urge very 
strongly that the practitioner should do more 
to impress upon the farmer the very great room 
for improvement there is in present methods 
of rearing young stock. 

I would urge, in particular, that more atten 
tion should be given to the feeding and rearing 
of winter calves. Calves which have to spend 
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the first four to six months of their life mainly 
indoors often with a minimum of milk, are 
not generally reared to best advantage. 
Definite clinical rachitis in either foals or 
calves, though by no means unknown, is not 
common, but I am satisfied that a condition 
iukin to this disease, what 1 would like to call 
sub-clinical rachitis, occurs in a large propor- 
tion of winter reared calves. Its manifestations 
are general dullness and a lack of normal 
growth and development, abdominal distension 
(“ pot-belly ’’), stiffness on rising, lack of 
bloom, inferior development of the triceps, 
gluteal and gastrocnemius muscles. Diarrhoea 
is more prone to occur than in healthy 
calves, and if white scour breaks out on the 
premises, such calves succumb far quicker 
and the death-rate among them is heavier than 
among normal healthy stock. Too often when 


the condition of such calves is pointed out to. 


an owner, he somewhat airily disposes of the 
matter by saying that they are always like that 
at this time of year (usually February or 
March) and that they will be all right when 
they get out to grass in the spring. The very 
fact that the calves usually do improve in 
condition immensely when put out to grass is 
in itself a very good indication that the winter 
regime was inadequate. It has been frequently 
emphasised by many authorities that when a 
heifer calf is reared on as excellent and com- 
plete aration as_ possible, in hygienic 
surroundings with plenty of exercise, light and 
fresh air, it turns into a much more vigorous, 
healthier and better breeding cow in adult life 
than does the calf which is reared on an 
inadequate, cheap, ill-balanced diet, in a typical 
small, dark, unventilated shed, standing on a 
foot or two of dung, and getting no out-door 
exercise. It is interesting to note that it has 
become a common practice to supplement the 
usual type of concentrate mixture (e.g., ground 
linseed cake, crushed oats, flaked maize and 
bran), with about 10 per cent. of fish meal, 
now that farmers are convinced of the value 
of fish meal after having used it so suecess- 
fully for pig feeding. The addition of this 
substance, which supplies animal protein and 
calcium phosphate, to the concentrate (mainly 
cereal) is excellent, but many farmers are not 
yet convinced that extra calcium is not properly 
assimilated unless the intake of vitamin D is 
adequate. The use of cod-liver oil for winter 
calves is just as rational as it is for winter 
puppies. The only essential is to ensure that 
the cod-liver oil is of guaranteed vitamin 
potency. Unfortunately, there are on_ the 
market too many brands finding a ready sale 
because of a slightly lower price, which make 
no declaration of vitamin content. We, as 
professional advisers, should make it our duty 
to recommend only those brands which carry 
au guarantee of vitamin content—both of A and 
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J—and | would suggest that we might insist 
upon some such standard as: vitamin A—at 
least 500 International units; and vitamin D- 
at least 50 International units, per gramme, as 
absolute minima. Higher values than these are 
declared by some makers. 

So much for the calf. The second point I 
would like to make in connection with the laying 
of better breeding foundations for milk cows, 
is that more care and attention might well 
be given to the yearlings during their second 
winter. One notes that very frequently young 
breeding heifers, presumably because they are 
for the time being non-productive, are compara- 
tively neglected. They are frequently wintered 
out on bare pasture, given only hay (often 
inferior in quality) and roots and left to make 
what living they can off grass which is at its 
lowest nutritive value. It is apparently not 
“ rational” in the minds of some farmers to 
spend money on stock which has not yet come 
into production. The future success of the 
milking or breeding herd is to them too much 
a concern of the future to be worth troubling 
about at the very time when the young animals 
should be building up a solid constitution inside 
a well-grown frame of dense compact bone well 
covered with good muscle. The addition of a 
few pounds of a concentrate mixture reinforced 
with good quality bone meal and perhaps some 
fibrinogen meal, will amply repay the small 
expenditure involved. Heifers so reared come 
to their first calving in far better condition, 
are less upset by parturition, and come into 
milk-production and maintain their yield, far 
better than do those which have passed through 
a typical “store” stage. In this connection, 
I would also suggest that a greater variety in 
the winter-grazing might well be advised. 
Rotational grazing of pastures can be just as 
successfully carried out during the winter 
months as during spring and summer. 


To a very large extent, but with the necessary 
modifications, I feel thdt the same remarks 
apply to far too large a proportion of com- 
mercial heavy-draught horses reared on smaller 
farms. It used to be quite customary for many 
farmers to rear some three or four foals every 
year, keeping them on up to three or four years 
of age, breaking them in, and selling them to 
dealers or to town contractors in order “to 
pay the rent” or a good part of it. When 
prices were steady, the system worked very 
admirably. Violent fluctuations, however, des- 
troyed confidence, and some years ago many 
farmers found it did not pay to breed horses. 
Subsequently, a shortage occurred and prices 
rose. This was followed by a stimulus to breed- 
ing which still continues. 

Unfortunately, circumstances such as_ these 
induce farmers to breed from mares which may 
be quite unsuited for breeding. Though we 
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have a Horse Breeding Act, which rightly or 
wrongly does put some check upon breeding 
from unsound stallions, we have no restrictions 
regarding mares. It is admittedly somewhat 
difficult to visualise the working of any system 
of inspection and control which would eliminate 
the undesirable mare, but the private advice 
of the veterinary practitioner can do much 
where a spirit of mutual confidence operates 
between client and owner, 

Given a satisfactory brood mare and a sound 
stallion, good foundations are laid for a useful 
foal. It has to be recorded, however, that 
unfortunately many a promising yearling is 
ruined during its first winter. The same type 
of unsatisfactory conditions of nutrition and 
environment as were outlined earlier’ in 
connection with winter calves, may be seen in 
many parts of this country applying to yearlings 
also. Not infrequently the young horses are 
treated even worse than are the calves. The 
foal is weaned at a time when external condi- 
tions—pastures and climate in particular—are 
deteriorating. The cessation of even a small 
daily ration of milk should be (but usually is 
not) compensated by an addition to the diet 
of something that will replace it. The young 
animal is still growing, ossification is still 
actively proceeding, muscle should be being 
built up, and autumn and winter grass, along 
with a “ peck or two of chop” and the worst 
hay of the season, which is ‘‘ good enough for 
the colts,” is not sufficient in quality or quantity 
to provide the raw material from which the 
colt can effect normal growth and development 
of its tissues. 

It is difficult to understand the “ rationalism ” 
which will allow an owner to use a high quality 
protein to reinforce the deficiencies of an 
entirely cereal diet for one class of livestock 
while he entirely denies it to other classes. We 
are demanding more and more from our soil 
than ever before: stocking is heavier almost 
everywhere, and many owners are removing 
minerals from the soil and putting little or 
nothing back. Even the Government now 
realises that we cannot live indefinitely upon 
the mineral reserves built up by our grand- 
fathers, and some financial assistance is now 
provided for liming and the application of basic 
slag. ‘These measures will help in the course 
of time, but in the meantime, I am convinced 
a very great deal of improvement in health and 
constitution would follow the use of a mineral 
and vitamin suppiement to the diet of yearlings 
and two-year-olds. The bogey of a _ purely 
hereditary basis for those conditions which are 
grouped under the heading of ‘ rheumatic dis- 
ease of the horse,” is hard to kill, but no one 
will be more surprised than me, if most of us 
do not live to see the day when the inadequate 
feeding of young horses is well recognised as 
the fundamental cause of these bony and other 
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diseased conditions which are grouped under 
this somewhat cumbersome title. 

In the meantime, whether we support the 
Edinburgh school, which regards these osteo- 
arthritic conditions as of nutritional origin, or 
whether we do not, we have no excuse as 
veterinarians for condoning the methods of 
rearing young horses on definitely inadequate 
rations, and although there are brilliant excep- 
tions, it is feared that the majority of farmers 
are to a greater or lesser degree guilty of this. 

The last general principle to which I would 
like to draw your attention is that there is 
a very strong consensus of opinion that the 
success of an individual animal owes a very 
great deal to the nature of its uterine environ- 
ment. This means that to lay foundations for 
healthy stock aright we must start by provid- 
ing the pregnant dam with a supply of essential 
substances in excess of those she herself 
requires. The change in the metabolic rate of 
a pregnant dam is well enough appreciated by 
most ‘breeders and extra allowances of food 
are frequently made to breeding females of 
each species. What the owner does not so 
well realise is that he can guarantee for his 
young stock a greater measure of health, by 
providing their dams during pregnancy with 
extra minerals, vitamins and proteins contain- 
ing essential amino-acids. We should not hear so 
much of weakly under-developed foals being pro- 
duced by big good-looking brood mares, if during 
the last four to five months of pregnancy (2.e., 
at the time when foetal ossification is most 
intense) owners were advised to supplement the 
rations of the in-foal mares with the necessary 
minerals. I will not go into details further than 
to say that when making up a mineral mixture 
for such mares, iron and iodine should not be 
omitted. I would hesitate to agree with the 
contention that iodine as a prophylactic for 
joint-ill is correct, but reports of the results 
of including iodine in in-foal mares’ diets 
appear to lend some support to the view. Iodine 
has many other important functions to fulfil, 
which are quite definite physiological facts, to 
make its inclusion very desirable. 

In conclusion, I would like to explain that I 
have deliberately avoided reference to authori- 
ties in order to make suggestions in a completely 
unfettered manner, and I hope that you may 
receive these suggestions in a critical spirit, 
discarding any which perhaps may not appeal 
or against which you can offer convincing proof. 


Discussion 


Mr. C. V. WATKINS opened the discussion in 
the following terms:— 

I am at a loss to know why our worthy 
Secretary has asked me to open the discussion 
on this excellent address, but before I say any- 

















wv 
ct 


otras < D 





cad 











February 12th, 1938. _ 


thing more I would like to offer my hearty 
congratulations to Professor Miller. I am one 
of those who know him very well, and I have 
reached the stage of that knowledge at which 
1 expect an unusual or fresh viewpoint on the 
particular subject which happens to be interest- 
ing him. I think we must all admit that to be 
the case this afternoon, 

As usual, when I come in contact with a 
long word, especially on such an occasion as the 
present one, I consult the Oxford Dictionary. 
From this I find that the meaning of the word 
“rationalism ” is “the theory that reason is the 
foundation of certainty in knowledge.” 

As I understand Professor Miller’s paper, the 
whole trend of his arguments tends to show that 
such a policy of rationalism as applied to modern 
methods of agriculture is not self-sufficient. I, 
therefore, think the time at our disposal can be 
usefully occupied in trying to answer the ques- 
tion why this is so. 

Turning to the paper itself, we have a general 
answer to the problem when we read under so 
many headings that all these new methods now 
employed have entailed more or less serious 
departures from nature’s natural rate of produc- 
tion, whether that applies to the animal or the 
vegetable kingdom. Tradition has _ served 
agriculture down through the centuries, and the 
present wave of rationalism seems in need of 
retrenchment and the application of common 
sense in large amount if some of the more 
obvious imperfect results are to be overcome 
and the industry prosper. Let me cite a few 
cases in illustration of the latter points. 

Large belts of land have been planted with 
fruit trees in Kent. At present many of these 
are going derelict. The reason for this is not 
hard to find and is because unnatural production 
of vegetable matter has been divorced for so 
long from animal products in the form of manure 
and urine that the available humus in the soil 
has almost vanished. Saner methods have 
admittedly prevailed in many districts and in 
other parts of Kent itself, these allowing the 
available humus to remain fairly constant 
through the concurrent husbandry of sheep, pigs 
and poultry, with the fruit production. 


Turning to poultry for another example, I. 


heartily agree with Professor Miller’s remarks 
about these creatures. In fact, it is perhaps not 
an over-statement to make when I say the age 
of mechanisation seems to have arrived for them. 
The most serious and understandable fault in 
their husbandry, in my own mind, is to be 
found in an observance of egg records to the 
exclusion of almost every other good point which 
should be shown by healthy breeding stock. It 
is for this reason that I have repeatedly said 
that laying trials have probably done more harm 
already than any justifiable good and that they 
should be discontinued. One has only to realise 
that a good poultry breeder would never think 
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of using birds with an egg production of much 
more than 180 to 200 as a normal course. Other 
figures much above this amount may be con- 
sidered quite abnormal. The slightest defect or 
deficiency of a so-called balanced ration or in 
management is going to be magnified for the hen 
and her progeny the longer eggs are produced. 
It does not leave any time for recuperation from 
such a drain on the hen’s system. Finally, I 
would like to suggest that such production 
throughout the year and, in Professor Miller’s 
own words, “an average of one egg per day,” 
is more phenomenal to expect than his cited case 
of the gain in weight of a litter of ten piglets 
sucking a sow, that is, unless one also expects 
something going wrong. Can anyone honestly 
say that he knows the perfect balanced ration to 
meet the unnatural needs of these abnormal hens 
when managed intensively? If, as I said before, 
something is lacking, it is natural to suppose 
that the longer daily eggs are produced the more 
likely are defects in them to appear. A good 
breeder will value more highly any eggs pro- 
duced at the start of production than at its 
termination, and yet we know that an egg is 
an egg as far as most hatcheries and poultry 
farmers are concerned so _ long. as _ its 
shape and size approximate the normal for 
the breed and _ <it is _ fertile. I expect 
losses to be greater at the end of a chick rearing 
season. Various factors may come into play, 
including a slackening of hygienic precautions 
with a consequent accumulation of all the ills 
and infections chicks are liable to contract. I 
think the important factor is the awful demand 
we ask the modern hen to meet. We then place 
what may be her 300th egg in an artificial 
incubator among thousands of others and expect 
a healthy chick to hatch out. It really would 
be surprising if this always occurred and the 
large amount of very weakly and diseased young 
stock proves it does not. Undoubtedly nature 
has been outraged by these methods and as 
Professor Miller says, is hitting back. If the 
poultry industry is to be aided in any way by 
State action I think a good start could be made 
by control of this mass production through the 
imposition for all hatcheries of regulations so 
devised that a more healthy circulation of chicks 
throughout the country takes place. I say this 
quite feelingly because much of my diagnostic 
work would be reduced if less disease was 
imported from these hatcheries and _ from 
breeders, quite unknown to our local poultry 
experts except through the said disease and their 
advertisements of disease-free stock. 
Next I would like to mention parasitic diseases. 
I think I would have placed them at the head 
of my list of diseases in any way referable to 
agricultural rationalism. Maybe I have a biased 
view in that I come in contact with diseases of 
poultry more than of other farm stock. I can 
say quite definitely that this group of diseases 
Cc 
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seems to be increasing from year to year. Out 
of over 1,000 poultry post-mortem cases examined 
last year, about one-third were extensively 
affected with internal parasites and half of these 
with coccidiosis. In regard to parasites and 
pasture management, we are here faced with a 
vicious circle in that improvment of the growth 
of pastures has caused overstocking in many 
cases to allow greater production to keep pace 
with increased management costs. Overcrowding 
is not the only consideration however. One 
system, largely employed for pasture improve- 
ment, has included stimulating the growth of 
clover. From a parasitic disease point of view 
it is a mixed blessing, because the larval forms 
of many trematode parasites are thereby almost 
placed in the animal’s mouths. These larvae 
find nothing to stop their ascent to the topmost 
parts of clover plants, given suitable conditions, 
and there encyst. They cannot do this on the 
majority of grass plants because the conforma- 
tion of the lower bracts, with their backward 
curling edges, prevents them swarming up the 
central and higher portions of the plants. It 
follows, therefore, that an increased parasite 
intake may more than balance any increased 
nutriment from the clover. It may also account, 
in part, for the looseness of the bowels of sheep 
on such pastures. 

As regards the barn-door form of poultry 
keeping on the general farm, I do not agree that 
this is a happy condition for the birds. I say 
this because I- think that they are more prone 
to chronic disease, particularly tuberculosis, than 
any other class of poultry, probably because they 
are normally kept longer. 

I do not think bacillary white diarrhoea can 
rightly be put in a list of diseases actually 
increasing at the present time, although true for 
the post-War period as a whole. Records of 
agglutination tests for the last five years show 
a decline from about 6 per cent. to about 3 per 
cent. of reactors to the test as shown by our 
College records. This year the percentage figure 
amounts to just over 1 per cent. for roughly 
15,000 tests completed to date. The total tests 
for the season will probably increase this figure 
to just below 3 per cent. because the 15,000 tests 
are referable to commercial and pedigree poultry 
keepers, most of whom have tested regularly 
each year. Later figures will apply to a larger 
number of small poultry keepers, several of whom 
will be testing for the first time and because 
B.W.D. has been diagnosed in their stock. Very 
much higher percentage figures of reactors are, 
therefore, to be expected in our later tests. 

Without wishing to disagree with Professor 
Miller’s remarks on the unnatural egg laying 
battery system, I do think it may prove useful 
for flocks of commercial birds extensively 
affected with the chronic form of duodenal 
coccidiosis. I have certainly advised its use 
when I thought other methods of tackling the 
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problem in a large flock were useless owing to 
the extra labour involved in tightening up the 
hygiene. It is, however, essential to arrange 
food and water troughs so that they are free 
from the risk of droppings of birds placed in 
tiers above other birds. 


I also agree with all that has been said about 
infectious diseases. I do miss the inclusion of 
swine fever from. the _ list. Undoubtedly. 
unnatural conditions of contact in large animal 
houses, particularly as applying to pigs, and the 
extensive transport facilities of the present day 
are largely responsible for the more rapid spread 
of such diseases and the difficulties met with in 
combating them. Having heard why sucking 
pigs may lack some essential factors for their 
rapid growth and well-being it is not surprising 
that extensive losses during weaning occur. I 
think they may largely be placed to the adverse 
balance of criticism against rationalism, especi- 
ally when we have seen on some _ so-called 
modern pig premises a large Dutch type of 
piggery holding breeding sows, boars, their 
litters of piglets and store pigs of all ages—all 
this in the absence of any provision whatever 
for the isolation of newly purchased pigs for 
herds which are not self-contained. That is 
“rationalism gone mad,” if I can use such an 
Irishism. 

Concerning anaemia of suckling pigs, this 
condition seems to be associated with several 
others, notably scour and scurfiness. The exten- 
sive method of management by tethering nursing 
sows or penning them on pasture is becoming 
more common and it largely overcomes this 
anaemia of the piglets. I must admit that the 
method is not an absolute preventative for scour, 
however. 


I can endorse all that has been said upon the 
rearing of young stock. Hygiene, feeding and 
general management, may all be improved in 
many cases. With reference to cod-liver oil, | 
was asked about this and the necessity for some 


-form of its standardisation at “the last meeting 


of the Poultry Sub-Committee, of the Devon 
County Agricultural Committee. I then said that 
the majority of cod-liver oils on the market 
which were not standardised may be worse than 
useless, and nothing more thai a mixture of 
rancid oils with, in many cases, a large suspen- 
sion of protein matter-{liver particles, etc.) in 
them. Further, that as they are required for 
medicinal purposes, it is essential that they 
contain an adequate content of vitamins A and 
D specified by a guarantee. The other factors to 
be borne in mind are the correct storage and 
the use of the oil. If undue oxidation with 
rancidity is not to progress, it must be stored 
in the cool and away from light and air, i.e.. 
in a well corked clean tin. It is no good mixing 
huge quantities of meals with an oil and expect- 
ing the same results from the last of the mixing 
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as was obtained when it was freshly mixed. It 
may save labour costs but prolonged storage 
does not conserve the vitamin content. It is for 
this reason that I always advise owners of birds 
affected with rickets to purchase a standardised 
oil and mix it in with their mash at frequent 
intervals. Mashes containing vitamins A and D 
in the form of oil, as guaranteed by the millers, 
have been a prolific cause of rickets, in my 
experience. Prolonged storage at dealer’s 
premises may account for this. 

I appear to have said quite a lot already in 
opening this discussion and most of it T am glad 
to say, is in complete agreement with Professor 
Miller’s paper, even if some other conditions have 
been used by me to illustrate my points. 

I would like to say a few words about the 
latest policy of the Government re the use of 
lime and basic slag on a subsidised basis for 
farms. I am glad to note the expression that 
these dressings “‘ will help in the course of time.” 
We do not know how long a period is required 
for the breakdown of such dressings into all the 
many by-products necessary for an adequate 
synthesis by the plants feeding on them. We 
know it is a long and continuous process and 
one example will perhaps serve to illustrate this. 
Certain brassica plants—(potatoes, turnips, vari- 
ous cabbages, etc.) are subject to “ club-root.” 
The condition is due to an acid, sour soil. It 
is the opinion of experts that a gradual change 
by proper dressings and working of the soil to 
correct these conditions of growth for these 
plants takes up five years’ time and then healthy 
plants must be used. So-called resistant strains 
of some of these plants have been developed but 
their general application is impracticable 
through scarcity, besides which they’ are 
relatively costly. 

Finally, may I suggest that “the theory that 
reason is the foundation of certainty in know- 
ledge ” would be a much better one if that sweet 
reason were properly allied to common sense 
and a spice of traditional methods. In other 
words, present-day agricultural rationalism itself 


‘requires rationalisation and I hope we all try to 


play our part to this end. 


Mr. EsmMonp Brown said that reference had 
been made to hygienically perfect and model 
pigsties. But what were model sties? Very 
often the more “model” they appeared to be, 
the worse they were for the pigs. Professor 
Miller had remarked that sheep lived more nearly 
to natural conditions than the other animals, bul 
he (Mr. Brown) thought that sheep never really 
lived under natural conditions in these islands. 

Mr. R. H. SmytHe congratulated Professor Miller 
on the originality of his address. He thought the 
battery system of chick rearing was getting into 
disrepute: it was very expensive. The reproduc- 
tive activity of cows was decreased by long milk 
production. The Milk Marketing Board took all 
of the milk from the farms and the calves were 
fed more and more on artificial foods. He 
wondered if milk fever in cows resulted from 
some upset connected with a hormone secreted 
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by the udder? He agreed that half of the ail- 
ments of the adult animal were due to lack of 
suitable food when young. The new milk 
regulations were likely to aggravate this trouble. 

Mr. W. TweEep, who also congratulated the 
lecturer, remarked that they must try to see 
what were the fundamental causes of the increase 
in diseases of animals. Overcrowding was one 
cause. The very high milk production of some 
cows led to loss of sex. In connection with 
sterility, every individual cow should be 
examined. There were many causes such as 
vaginitis, contagious abortion and deficiency dis- 
eases. He wondered if in some places the fields 
were becoming “cow sick.” Sterility was 
becoming a more acute problem. Calves could 
not be reared on some farms: good fat heifers 
frequently would not breed. 


Mr. G. A. Roserts agreed that most harm was 
done to animals in the first few weeks of life. 
The over-rationalised poultry farm did not pay. 
A small place would produce eggs with 5 per 
cent. of infertility, but when the owner was 
advised to increase the number of birds and he 
kept them in the house for three weeks after 
hatching, the infertility rose to 10 or 15 per cent. 
in two years: losses from coccidiosis and paraly- 
sis then began. Batteries were terrible things 
for chicken. 

Young pigs in fields became infected with 
parasites. They should be kept from dirty 
ground, and a satisfactory plan was to run them 
under verandahs in the sun and fresh air with 
dry earth on the floors. 


Mr. W. P. Buoye said that something should be 
done to persuade breeders to produce a definite 
type of horse. Feet were particularly bad and 
they led to enlargements of bone. 

Mr. S. J. Morton remarked that 30 years ago 
the number of chest cases in cows. greatly 
exceeded stomach cases. Now the position was 
reversed. It might be that better buildings were 
partly responsible for the diminution in lung 
cases, but he thought that modern methods of 
feeding were accountable for the great increase 
in the number of stomach cases. 


THE REPLY 


Professor MILLER said he was glad to find 
there was general agreement amongst those who 
had spoken with what had been said in the 
paper. He was very grateful to Mr. Watkins for 
having amplified his remarks, especially on 
poultry, so very ably. Mr. Watkins’ experience 
in poultry management was greater than this and 
he was glad that Mr. Watkins had brought out 
many supplementary points. 

In so far as B.W.D. was concerned, he had 
not wished to indicate an increase during five 
or six years but rather an increase during the 
last 20 years or so. He (the speaker) was very 
glad to learn that the incidence of this condition 
during the last five or six years had shown a 
marked reduction. This reduction was = an 
instance of one of the new problems which was 
well on the way to being solved. 

In connection with swine fever, which Mr.. 
Watkins had dealt with, he had omitted it 
deliberately because it was very difficult to get 
a true picture of its incidence. Those who lived 
in an area and were conversant with the amount 
of disease in the area in considerable detail 
could best testify to whether there was an 
increase or a decrease. He did not feel that 
official figures were entirely reliable as an 
indication of the present extent of the disease. 
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A epee had been asked regarding cod-liver 
oil. he speaker thought that it was advisable 
that they should know that the British Standards 
Institution were at present engaged in drawing 
up a series of standards and tests for cod-liver 
oil for veterinary purposes. This would be 
somewhat similar to the standards which had 
been laid down for cod-liver oil for human use, 
but the final findings had not yet been published. 


Mr. Esmond Brown had in his usual inimitable 
style referred to one or two very important 
oints. He had asked a question: What was the 
1ygienically perfect piggery? The speaker would 
hesitate to try to answer this, but he quite agreed 
with Mr. Brown that the great majority of 
peeueries were by no means perfect. In particu- 
ar, he did not think that the so-called “ Danish ” 
iggery, which was designed primarily for 
Scandinavian conditions, was suitable for this 
country. The question of piggery construction 
was an enormous subject and he was afraid did 
not lend itself to discussion without a good deal 
of preliminary thought. He might mention, how- 
ever, that enquiries had already been put on 
foot with regard to overcoming some of the 
faults of present piggeries by a system of modi- 
fied air-conditioning. It remained to be seen 
whether the application of this principle would 
be economically sound. One of the delusions of 
pig-keepers which really ought to be exposed 
was the absurd idea that adequate disinfection 
of boots, etc., could be practised by a casual 
dip in a weak solution of disinfectant before 
entering the door. Such a form of “ boot wash ” 
only led to a sense of false security. 


With regard to artificial milk, the members 
would probably remember that Mr. Henry Ford 
tried to produce artificinl milk or synthetic milk 
on one occasion, but had to abandon the idea 
since he could not manage to produce a satis- 
factory “milk” economically. Doubtless other 
efforts might be made in future, but he thought 
it would be a long time before we could do 
without cows. 


_Mr. Smythe’s observations were valuable and 
his remarks on the difficulty there now was of 
obtaining a supply of skim milk, were very 
much to the point. It was extremely hard in 
many districts to secure regular supplies, since 
so much milk now went for manufacturing pur- 
poses. With regard to pigling anaemia, the 
speaker thought the reason why the out-of-door 
sow produced the healthy rapidly-growing litter 
was not so much the improvement in her milk 
supply, but the fact of the little pigs nibbling 
and rooting and taking in small amounts of iron- 
containing soil and vegetable matter, even before 
they fed independently at about three weeks of 
ARC. 

The question of the fundamental cause of 
reproductive irregularities in indoor cows during 
winter was a very difficult one to try to answer. 
He (the speaker) thought that a long and 
intensive lactation and the production of a 
strong healthy calf were to a_ large extent 
incompatible, unless care was taken to ensure 
an adequate supply of supplementary food sub- 
stances. Better breeding results were recorded 
in rather less intensively managed herds where 
there was always a rigid minimum of two months 
rest between the end of a lactation and subse- 
quent parturition, but there were many 
exceptions. 


He was particularly interested to hear the 
double-drinking bowl incriminated as_ an 
important factor in the spread of tuberculosis. 
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This was a matter which should be fully 
ventilated, for although on theoretical grounds 
one would expect an animal with open lesions 
in mouth, throat, lungs, etc., to be liable to 
infect a bowl from which it drank, he did not 
remember having heard such practical proof 
of the dangers described previously. It was a 
point very well worth noting. 


Regarding an udder hormone, he did not think 
that any important hormone had been isolated 
from mammary tissue, but on the other hand, 
mammary tissue required a hormone—prolactin 
—to stimulate it to secrete. It was_ possible, 
though this should be taken as a_ theoretical 
possibility only meantime, that the large heavy- 
yielding hypertrophied udder made a demand 
upon the body system for an excess of prolactin. 

e anterior pituitary produced this’ extra 
prolactin, and either its tissues became hyper- 
trophied in consequence, or its secretory 


functions had to become intensified. The 
anterior pituitary was also responsible for 
— ucing, among. others, ovary-stimulating 


ormones (the gonadotropic series); it — be 
that a hypertrophy of the prolactin-producing 
mechanism resulted in a comparative reduc- 
tion in gonadotropic hormone production, or 
possibly an excess might be elaborated. In 
either case an imbalance of hormone production 
would result and there might readily follow a 
profound or less profound disturbance of the 
reproductive cycle—either irregular _ oestrus, 
abnormality or absence of ovulation § and 
luteinisation, or failure of the fertilised ovum to 
nidate and develop. It would form a working 
hypothesis capable of explaining some of the 
irregularity in cattle breeding associated with 
high production. 


Mr. Tweed had made some comments which 
he (the speaker) did not think called for an 
answer, beyond what had been we! men- 
tioned. Sterility was far too large a subject to 
pursue further in discussion. Mr. Roberts’ 
remarks were of great interest, especially regard- 
ing the rise in infertility which occurred when 
the smaller tg A farmer increased his plant 
and went in for the more intensive systems of 
management. Professor Miller agreed that 
ground which was fouled and parasite-ridden 
was dangerous for young pigs, but he thought 
that there was very little danger of parasitic 
infestation becoming serious on clean land. He 
had suggested clover leys, by which he meant 
red clover which was sown as a herbage crop, 
and not clover in a pasture. 


He quite agreed that there was a tendency 
among the devotees of the modern piggery to 
neglect the value of light and especially direct 
sunlight for small pigs. To a very large extent 
the increasing ‘eo arity of the intensive systems 
of pig-keeping had been associated with, if 
indeed it had not been directly responsible for, 
the great increase in mortality among young 
pigs. He did not know whether there were 
the same problems in the south-west of England 
as in other parts, but the heavy losses among 
young pigs were giving very great concern to 
practitioners in many other parts of Britain. In 
some cases practitioners were almost powerless 
to arrest these heavy losses until conditions of 
management were drastically changed back to 
more natural conditions. Artificiality of produc- 
tion, especially where pigs and poultry were 
concerned, could very easily be overdone. 

He was particularly pleased to listen to Mr. 


Motton’s remarks. His experience and records 
would make a valuable and salutary contribution 
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to this very subject if he could be persuaded 
to publish them in some detail. The proportions 
of about three respiratory cases to each digestive 
or mammary case in cattle preceee. showed at 
least that 30 years ago, cattle owners were not 
overtaxing the digestive system as they appeared 
to be doing to-day. Doubtless, as Mr. Motton 
pointed out, the generally improved methods of 
ventilation now in vogue had played a part in 
reducing the incidence of respiratory conditions. 

He was also glad to note that Mr. Motton 
agreed about the great reduction in the numbers 
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of older dairy cows. There was no doubt that 
if the average expectation of life of dairy cows 
became reduced much farther, a very serious 
situation indeed would arise. It might even 
become difficult to keep up adequate numbers 
of dairy cows without having to import. 

Professor Miller, in conclusion, thanked the 
President for his remarks and the other mem- 
bers for the complimentary things they all had 
said. These had amply repaid him for any 
small effort he had made. 





STATE VETERINARY SERVICE 
Further Appointments 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
announces further appointments in the 
augmented State Veterinary Service which is 
being set up under Part IV of the Agriculture 
Act, 1937. 

(Confirmation by the Minister of Agriculture 
of the appointments of Sir John Kelland. 
M.R.C.V.S., and Mr. D. A. E. Cabot, M.R.C.v.S.. 
as Chief Veterinary Officer and Deputy Chief 
Veterinary Officer respectively, and of his 
appointment of Mr. E. C. Lloyd, M.R.C.v.s., as 
an additional Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer, 





and of Captain W. G. Wragg, M.R.C.v.s., as the 
Chief Superintending Inspector, has already 
been announced. ) 


For the purposes of the field organisation of 
the service, Great Britain will be divided into 
78 Divisions, each in charge of a Divisional 
Inspector; these 78 Divisions will be grouped 
into 22 Areas, each in charge of a Superintend- 
ing Inspector. The Minister has now selected 
the officers to fill the posts of Superintending 
Inspector. The names of the officers selected, 
their present appointments, and the Areas and 
official Stations allotted to them are as 
follows :— 











(a) England 


——————— — — = — = - 



































CoMPRISING 
AREA | SUPERINTENDING INSPECTOR STATION. 
No. DIvisIONs (Present appointment in brackets). 
Nos. CounNTIES. 
l l Northumberland Mr. H. B. Allan, M.R.C.v.s., D.V.S.M. Newcastle-on-Tyne 
2 Cumberland (Chief Veterinary Officer, Durham 
3 Westmorland (Co.) ) 
4 Durham 
2 5 Yorks, N.R. | Mr. J. O. Powley, M.r.c.v.s. (Superin- Wakefield 
6 » E.R. tending Inspector of Ministry) 
7 W.R. 
3 8 Lancaster | Mr. H. T. Matthews, B.v.sc., F.R.C.v.s. Preston 
9 Chester | (Chief Veterinary Officer, Liverpool) 
4 10 Derby | Capt. H. L. Torrance, M.R.C.V.sS., D.V.S.M. Nottingham 
11 Nottingham (Chief Veterinary Officer, Nottingham 
12 Lincs (Lindsey) (Co.) ) ° 
13 » (Kesteven) 
14 » (Holland) | 
| 
5 15 Norfolk | Capt. J. D. Broome, M.R.c.v.s. (Superin- Cambridge 
16 Suffolk (East) tending Inspector of Ministry) 
17 » (West) ‘ . 
18 Isle of Ely 
19 Cambridge | : 
6 20 Rutland, Peterborough, | Capt. W. L. Sheffield, M.R.c.v.s. (Divi- Leicester 
Huntingdon | sional Inspector of Ministry) 
21 Leicester 
22 Northampton 
23 Warwick 
7 24 Stafford Mr. A. B. Fewings, M.R.c.v.s. (Superin- Stafford 
25 Salop tending Inspector of Ministry) 
26 Hereford 
27 Worcester 
8 28 | Gloucester Mr. G. Durrant, B.v.sc., M.R.C.V.S. Oxford 
29 | Oxford (County Veterinary Officer, Leicester 


30 | Buckingham | (Co.)) 
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COMPRISING 
AREA SUPERINTENDING INSPECTOR STATION. 
No DIvisIONsS (Present appointment in brackets). 
Nos. CounrtTIES. 
9 31 Bedford Mr. S. B. Vine, M.R.c.v.s. (County Vet- Hertford 
32 Hertford, Middlesex, erinary Officer, Kent) 
| London 
| 33 Essex 
10 34 Kent Mr. H. Gooch, m.r.c.v.s. (Superintending Kingston-on-Thames 
35 Surrey Inspector of Ministry) 
36 Sussex (East) 
37 (West) 
11 38 Berks Mr. E. Brown, M.R.c.v.s. (Superintending Trowbridge 
39 Southampton Inspector of Ministry) 
40 Isle of Wight 
4] Wilts 
12 42 Somerset Capt. J. Fox, M.c., M.R.C.v.s. (Divisional Taunton 
43 Dorset Inspector of Ministry) 
13 44 Devon Capt. G. Atkinson, M.R.c.v.s. (Divisional Exeter 
2 _ 45 Cornwall Inspector of Ministry) —__ = Makin 
(b) Wales 
14 46 Anglesey Capt. T. G. Millington, M.R.c.v.s. (Super- Ruthin 
47 Caernarvon intending Inspector of Ministry) 
48 Denbigh 
49 Flint 
50 Merioneth 
51 Montgomery | 
15 52 Radnor Mr. A. D. J. Brennan, M.R.c.v.s. (Divi- Carmarthen 
53 Cardigan sional Inspector of Ministry) 
54 Brecknock 
55 Monmouth 
56 Glamorgan 
57 Carmarthen 
—__|___58_ _|_Pembroke _ ae ee ae iad . 
= oo ———————- —— —— | 
(ce) Seotland | 
16 59 Caithness, Sutherland Mr. C. Macpherson, M.R.c.Vv.Ss. (Divisional Inverness 
60 | Ross and Cromarty Inspector of Ministry) 
61 | Inverness 
17 62 Shetland Mr. W. J. Young, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. Aberdeen 
63 Orkney (Superintending Inspector of Ministry) 
| 64 Banff, Moray, Nairn 
| 65 Aberdeen 
‘ 
18 | 66 Angus, Kincardine Mr. J. N. Ritchie, B.SC., M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. Perth ; 
67 Clackmannan, Fife (Chief Veterinary Surgeon, Department } 
68 Perth, Kinross of Agriculture for Scotland) 
I 
19 69 Argvll . Major J. G. MacGregor, M.R.c.v.s. (Chief Paisley 
70 Stirling, Dunbarton Veterinary Officer, Stirling (Co.) ) 
71 Renfrew, Bute 
20 | 2 Ayr Major A. Douglas, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. Ayr 
73 Wigtown (Chief Veterinary Inspector, Ayr (Co.) ) 
74 Kircudbright 
21 75 Lanark Mr. A. B. Kerr, M.R.C.V.S., D.v.s.M. (Chief Hamilton 
| 76 Dumfries Veterinary Officer, Chester (Co.) ) 
22 77 East Lothian, Midlo- *Major D. S. Rabagliati, 0.B.E., B.SC., Edinburgh 
thian, West Lothian, F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. (Chief Veterinary 
Peebles Officer, Yorks (West Riding) ) 
78 Selkirk, Roxburgh, Ber- 
wick us } Pe en eee ‘ 
* Major Rabagliati will also act as veterinary liaison officer between the Ministry’s Headquarters in London and the 
veterinary organisation in Scotland on matters of general importance. 
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In addition to the officers whose names are 
given above, Mr. G. V. Slinn, M.R.c.v.s., will 
continue his present duties as Superintending 
Inspector in charge of the Ministry’s portal 
services and the four following Superintending 
Inspectors will be engaged upon Headquarters 
duties at the Ministry :— 

Captain V. Boyle, M.R.c.v.s., Mr. L. Hughes, 
M.R.C.V.S., and Mr. G. T. Matthews, M.R.C.v.s., 
of the Ministry (the two former promoted from 
the rank of Divisional Inspector), and Mr. R. 
Simpson, F.R.C.V.S., D.v.s.M. (Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Cumberland). 

The Minister proposes to bring Part LV of the 
Agriculture Act, 1937, into operation on April 
Ist next, and arrangements are being made 
for Superintending Inspectors to take up duty 
in their respective Areas at an early date in 
order to prepare the way, in consultation with 
the local authorities concerned, for the transfer 
of veterinary functions on the ‘* Appointed 
Day.” 


PERFORMANCE OF VETERINARY DUTIES: 
THE MINISTER’S PROPOSALS 


The following additional information is con- 
tained in a circular letter issued by the Ministry 
to local authorities concerned in the application 
of Part IV (Diseases of Animals) of the 
Agriculture Act, following upon discussions 
between the Ministry and various interested 
bodies, including the Consultative Committee, 
N.V.M.A. 

The Minister expects to be in a position at an 
early date to announce the names of officers 
selected for appointment as Divisional Inspec- 
tors. It is hoped that, subject to the willingness 
of local authorities to lend to the Ministry the 
services of the officers concerned until the 
“appointed day,” the Superintending Inspectors 
will all take up their stations on February 14th, 
and the Divisional Inspectors not later than 
February 28th, so that they can proceed to 
make arrangements in their respective Areas 
and Divisions for the transfer of functions on 
that day. 

The Minister’s proposals for the performance 
of veterinary duties under the Diseases of 
Animals Acts, 1894-1937, and under enactments 
relating to milk and dairies when Part IV of 
the Agriculture Act, 1937, comes into operation 
include the following :— 

TUBERCULOSIS ORDER.—This Order, to replace 
the existing Tuberculosis Order, 1925, cannot be 
made until the “ appointed day.” It will pro- 
vide for the slaughter of affected animals and 
for the payment of compensation therefor 
by the Ministry, and will follow generally the 
lines of the existing Order with the necessary 
consequential amendments. 
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It will be regarded as a general principle 
that veterinary officers should carry out their 
own microscopical examinations of milk, ete., 
for diagnostic purposes. Each Divisional Office 
will have a small laboratory attached to it for 
this purpose, and other arrangements will be 
made in the case of whole-time inspectors 
stationed at a distance from the Divisional 
Office. 

In regard to biological examinations, it is 
proposed that Superintending Inspectors shall be 
instructed to review the existing arrangements 
in their Areas with a view to securing, as far 
us possible, that samples from each Division 
are sent to one laboratory only within the 
Division. Subject to this consideration, where 
samples are now sent to a local authority 
laboratory, consideration will be given to the 
continued use of such a laboratory, provided 
that suitable financial and other arrangements 
can be made with the local authority concerned. 
Any arrangements made, however, would be 
Without prejudice to future consideration of 
policy in regard to this particular service. 

At present wide differences exist in the prac- 
tice of local authorities with regard to the 
salvage of carcases of animals slaughtered 
under the Order, and therefore it appears 
to the Minister that it would be impracticable 
at this stage to establish a uniform system for 
the country as a whole. For the present it 
is proposed to continue as far as practicable the 
system now in operation in each local authority 
area. 

FUNCTIONS OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS UNDER 
THE MILK AND DAIRIES ACTS AND ORDERS AND 
OTHER ENACTMENTS RELATING TO MILK.—It is 
proposed to aim at a maximum of four routine 
veterinary inspections per annum in the case of 
flying herds and two routine inspections per 
annum in that of self-contained herds for dairy 
herds other than herds licensed for the produc- 
tion of “ designated milks.””) Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as it will not be possible to attain this 
national maximum for some considerable time 
after the “ appointed day,” it is proposed at the 
outset to continue the existing practice of local 
authorities, subject to the maximum numbers 
given above. Where no regular inspection is 
‘arried out at present at least one inspection 
per annum will be arranged as soon as circum- 
stances permit. 

*Veterinary officers will be instructed that, 





*Where the term “ veterinary officer” in this 
account is used without qualification, it refers 
generally to the Ministry’s whole-time and part- 
time veterinary inspectorate. In accordance with 
the desire of the profession, this journal 
proposes, whenever possible, to refer to both 
full-time and part-time inspectors of the Ministry 
as officers. 
D 
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where in the course of their inspection they 
tind a milech cow in a pathological condition 
liable to infect or contaminate the milk, a copy 
of the report describing the animal and_ its 
condition shall be given to the owner and 
another copy sent to the local authority, with 
whom will rest the responsibility of any action 
considered necessary under the Milk and Dairies 
Acts and Orders. In the case of an animal 
coming within the scope of the Tuberculosis 
Order, or of any other Order under the Diseases 
of Animals Acts, the veterinary inspector 
would, of course, deal with the animal under 
that Order. 

The Ministry's veterinary officers shall carry 
out the prescribed veterinary examination and 
tuberculin testing of herds licensed under the 
Milk (Special Designations) Orders, including 
the post-addition tuberculin testing of added 
animals, where required, except the pre-licence 
examinations and tests, which will be the 
responsibility of the applicant for licence and 
will be carried out by private veterinary sur- 
_geons, subject to the requirements of the Orders. 
No fee will be charged either to the local 
authority, or to the owner, for any veterinary 
examination or test carried out by a veterinary 
officer in this connection. Arrangements will 
also be made for the local authority to be kept 
informed of the results of clinical inspections 
and tuberculin tests of licensed herds carried 
out by a veterinary officer. 


Under the milk and dairies legislation, it is 
provided that a medical officer of health who 
has reason to suspect that milk from another 
district is causing, or is likely to cause tuber- 
culosis to human beings, shall communicate 
with the medical officer of health for that 
district, who will pass the information received 
by him to the Ministry’s Divisional Veterinary 
Ofticer. The latter will then arrange a veter- 
inary inspection of the cattle in the dairy and 
proceed as if he had received notice of 
suspected disease under the Tuberculosis Order, 
informing the second medical officer of health 
concerned of the result of the enquiry in due 
course. No charge will be made to the local 
authority in respect of the services of the veter- 
inary officer, or in respect of the examination 
of any samples of milk that he may consider 
it necessary to take in connection with his 
inspection. 


Where a medical ofticer suspects that milk 
Inay be connected with illness of human beings 
and he desires the co-operation of a veterinary 
officer in order to effect a veterinary inspection 
of cattle in the dairy supplying the milk, the 
Ministry’s Divisional Officer will, on receipt of 
au request from the medical officer, arrange 
the necessary veterinary examination without 


charge. It is contemplated that in cases of 




















this kind the medical officer would normally 
accompany the’ veterinary” officer at the 
inspection. 


Under the Agriculture Act the Minister has 
no power to take over from local authorities 
the function of inspection of farm buildings for 
the purposes of the Milk (Special Designations) 
Order, 1936, but he has agreed to allow veter- 
inary officers in the course of their routine 
inspections of dairy cattle, to include the farm 
buildings in their inspection, where so desired 
by a local authority which previously utilised 
the services of its veterinary officers for this 
purpose, 


Veterinary officers of the Ministry will not 
carry out the duties in relation to the collection 
and examination of milk samples, ete., for the 
purpose of the methylene blue reduction test, 
under the Order. Local tuberculosis eradication 
schemes introduced by certain local authorities 
to assist producers by the provision of free or 
assisted tuberculin testing of cattle and free 
advice will, in effect, be replaced by the national 
scheme for the eradication of tuberculosis in 
the Agriculture Act, 1937. The initial tuber- 
culin test survey will reveal the self-contained 
herds that are comparatively free from tuber- 
culosis and those that contain less than about 
10 per cent. reactors will qualify for financial 
assistance for further testing under the 
Attested Herds Schemes. The Ministry’s veter- 
inary officers will give any necessary advice 
in connection with the eradication measures to 
be adopted. 


The present practice for the veterinary 
inspection of animals and poultry in markets 
varies so widely from one local authority to 
another that it is proposed to postpone consider- 
ation of the general question of such inspection 
to a later date and to give instructions to 
Divisional Officers to follow generally the exist- 
ing practice in their Divisions, pending such 
review, 


We hope soon to be in a position to publish 
more detailed information with regard to 
arrangements for creating the part-time panel, 
and fees for part-time inspectors. 





Australia carries a heavy livestock population. 
She has more than twice as many sheep as the 
United States of America, which ranks second 
among all sheep countries. As a cattle country 
Australia occupies ninth place in the world and 
second in the Empire, India, of course, being 
first. The numbers of livestock in the Common- 
wealth in millions are: sheep, 112-3; cattle, 13-9; 
pigs 1°3.—The Times. 
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POULTRY TECHNICAL COM- 
MITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS 
MORTALITY INVESTIGATION AND 
STATUTORY CONTROL OF STOCK 





The Poultry Technical Committee for Great 
Britain, established in November, 1936, under the 
Chairmanship of Sir Duncan Watson, to investi- 
gate the increase of disease among British 
poultry stocks, issued their report to the Minister 
of Agriculture and the Secretary for Scotland, 
on Tuesday last (Stationery Office, 1s. 2d., post 
free). 

The committee, who have taken the view 
that rapid tightening up of all veterinary work 
concerning poultry is essential, have investigated 
the methods of supply and distribution of 
hatching eggs, day-old chicks and_ breeding 
stock, with special reference to the incidence 
of mortality, and they find that the poultry 
industry to-day is struggling under an almost 
impossible handicap of diseased or weakly stock 
and that its state can only be described as one 
of emergency. Radical measures, it is stated, 
are necessary, and must be taken at once, if 
the industry is to be preserved. Statutory con- 
lrol of stock distribution is an _ urgent 
requirement, but no unnecessary interference in 
breeding methods is recommended. 


_ Deaths at egg-laying trials have risen from 
6-6 per cent, in 1926-27 to 17:7 per cent. in 
1936-37. This rapid rise in mortality among 
laying birds is reflecting in the poultry flocks 
of the country generally. The committee refer 
to surveys of poultry farms carried out in many 
areas by agricultural economists, which establish 
this fact. In Wales,’ for example, a survey of 
49 farms showed that in 1936-37 the original 
number of hens in the laying flocks had been 
reduced by 55 per cent. by deaths and removals; 
in Yorkshire, a reduction of over 60 per cent. 
was similarly recorded from a survey of 26 
farms. The committee paid numerous visits 
to farms to secure first-hand information, and 
mention cases of deplorable’ losses from 
mortality, which, it is stated, represent calamities 
that are occurring with distressing frequency 
throughout the poultry industry to-day. 

The committee state that this position is 
associated with the unprecedented demand for 
stock, hatching-eggs, and day-old chicks in post- 
War years arising from the too rapid expansion 
of the poultry population, under the stimulus of 
high egg prices. Stock of low vitality and’ 
stamina, due to unsuitable breeding methods 
adopted in an effort to meet this demand has 
permeated the industry. The expansion has 
also led to overcrowding, with its attendant ill 
effects; to bad methods of husbandry, particu- 
larly on the part of “new comers” with 
insufficient knowledge and poultry experience; 
and to specialisation in many _ directions, 
especially in the hatching of day-old chicks for 
supplying to the commercial egg producer. The 
position has been aggravated by the extent to 
which the poultry keeper has come to rely on 
press advertisements as a guide to the purchase 
of stock of all descriptions; and further by the 
increased use of auction markets, subject to 
inadequate control, as a medium for the purchase 
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of day-old chicks, hatching eggs, and even breed- 
ing stock. 

The rise in the scope and importance of the 
industry has not been accompanied by an 
increase in scientific research on a scale at all 
commensurate with the requirements. Particu- 
larly is this the case with research into 
mortality, the provision for which has been, and 
is, gravely inadequate. As an indication of this, 
it is stated that by far the heaviest mortality 
losses now being experienced by poultry keepers 
are due to a group of ailments the cause of 
which is unknown, and for which no curative 
or control measures can be advised. 

Drastic and urgent measures to cope with 
the present position are recommended. This 
distribution of diseased or debilitated stock of all 
descriptions must be stopped. Steps must be 
taken to secure an all-round improvement in the 
quality of breeding stock. Efforts must be made 
to build up foundation stock of guaranteed 
history, particularly from the_ standpoints of 
health and stamina, for introducing into the 
pedigree breeding flocks of the country. The 
operations of hatcheries, of dealers, and_ of 
auction sales must be controlled. Unscrupulous 
advertising must be checked. Simultaneously, 
research into the causes of mortality must be 
prosecuted on a much_ greater” scale, and 
educational facilities must be extended to secure 
the more general adoption of sound methods of 
husbandry. 

To secure these objectives requires the estab- 
lishment of an independent organisation, with 
statutory powers, and so constituted as to ensure 
that the various sections of the industry affected 
are not only consulted in the formulation of 
schemes, but are closely concerned in the 
administrative functions involved in carrying 
the schemes into effect. 

The committee recommend, therefore, the 
establishment of a Poultry (Stock Improvement) 
Commission for Great Britain, to be appointed 
by the Secretary of State for Scotland and the 
Minister of Agriculture and_ Fisheries, with 
Advisory Councils for England and Wales, and 
for Scotland, appointed by the respective 
Ministers, and with a Standing Executive, also 
appointed by the two Ministers, consisting of the 
Vice-Chairman of the Commission, the Chairmen 
of the two Advisory Councils, and two other 
members, to which would be referred the 
numerous difficult problems arising in the course 
of administering the policy of the Commission. 

The Commission would be charged inter alia 
with the following duties and obligations: — 


(a) The compulsory registration of every 
distributor of stock, hatching eggs and 
day-old chicks, subject to such exemp- 
tions, by reason of small numbers or 
otherwise, as the Commission might 
decide; and of dealers therein, ; 

(b) The suspension or withdrawal of regis- 
tration from distributing centres which, 
after inspection, were deemed unsuited 
to carry out such distribution, by reason 
of disease, or of the obvious unfitness 
of stock for breeding purposes, or of 
grossly unhygienic conditions; and from 
dealers who were consciously respons- 
ible for the distribution of stock from 
such centres, cae 

(c) The application of such conditions of 
registration of hatcheries as were 
colculaiea particularly to ensure that 
the hatching eggs were obtained from 
B.W.D. free stock of reasonably good 


quality. 
E 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Alveolar Sarcoma in a 


Ten-Months Bull Calf 


C. A. KEATINGE, M.R.c.v.s. 
PORTADOWN 


Subject.—Red, half-bred Shorthorn bull calf, 
just ten months old, and in good condition. 

Course.—I first saw the calf on July 5th and 
on examination I found a large swelling to the 
outside of the left hind leg in the region of the 
thigh. It had all the characters of an external 
injury. It did not yield to the ordinary treat- 
ment and the next day was much the same. 

The following day, July 7th, the swelling had 
decreased considerably on the outside aspect, 
but was much enlarged to the inner side and 
also on the hinder aspect. 

It continued to rise, from now until August 
16th, when the animal was shot by the owner. 

During the period July 7th to August 16th, the 
bull was given what treatment seemed reason- 
able—hot baths, cold baths, poultices of various 





(d) The confirmation of registration in such 
manner and at such times as was deemed 
expedient, 

(ec) The institution of a grading scheme on 
voluntary lines for breeding farms, 
designed to secure the production of 
higher-quality stock, assisted by pre- 
miums from the National Exchequer. 

({) The formulation of a scheme for the 
establishment of one or more progeny- 
testing stations for the production of 
foundation breeding stock. 


(g) The examination of the position — of 
auction sales, with a view to laying 
down conditions under which stock, 


etc., may be sold by auction. 

(h) The examination, as occasion required, 
of the position in regard to the importa- 
tion of poultry and hatching eggs into 
this country, from the standpoint of its 
possible repercussions on the problem 
of mortality in the home _ poyltry 
industry. 

The committee also recommend increased 
financial provision for research into urgent 
problems of poultry mortality, and for educa- 
tional and advisory work amongst poultry- 
keepers. 

he total annual cost of the proposals for con- 

trol is tentatively estimated at something of the 
order of £110,000. This figure, it is stated, should 
be considered in relation to the annual value of 
the output of the home poultry industry, which 
may be estimated at £30,000,000; to the loss 
from disease, estimated by the National Veter- 
inary Medical Association to be over £4,000,000 
per annum for adult laying-birds in England 
and Wales alone; and to the committee’s con- 
sidered opinion, that the incidence of mortality 
is one of the most vital factors affecting the 
prosperity of the industry. 

The report, which is the subject of comment 
in our editorial columns, will be reviewed in 
greater detail in a later issue. 
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descriptions; at one time in consultation with 
another member of the profession we treated it 
on classical lines for actinomycosis. During the 
last three weeks or so the swelling became very 
hard and cold, and it was at about this time 
it was treated for actinomycosis. 

Post-mortem Examination.—This revealed an 
encapsulated growth growing from one or more 
roots, arising from between the various muscles 
of the thigh. 

The growth, which weighed 354 pounds, was 
exained by Messrs. H. G. Lamont and Angus 
Foggie, of the Ministry of Agriculture, Northern 
Ireland, who pronounced it to be an alveolar 
sarcoma, 

I would like to say, in conclusion, that from 
the time I saw this bull, until the day it was 
shot, no one ever saw it walk lame and at no 
time did the condition interfere with the 
animal’s health, as it fed regularly and if it 
did not actually thrive, there is no doubt that 
it certainly did not lose condition. 


% * % * * 


Red-water, Dystokia, Retention of Membranes, 
Milk Fever, Metritis and Convalescence in Eight 
Days 
C. A. KEATINGE, s.R.c.v.s. 
PORTADOWN 


This case is recounted, not so much on account 
of the conditions reported herein, as they are 
more or less of an every-day nature to the 
average practitioner, but mainly to show how 
much a cow is able to withstand and how 
quickly it can recover, 


The subject was a cross-bred dairy cow, five 
years, in very good condition. 


June 28th, 1937.—1 was called to see this 
cow as it was suffering from red-water. I 
examined the animal and learned that it was 
due to calve at any time. I treated the cow 
with acaprin 10 c.c. and departed. 


June 29th.—Next day, I was called to rectify 
dystokia—a breech presentation, with the hind 
limbs flexed at the tarsus. Having delivered 
the calf, | observed that there was little, if 
any, improvement in the condition of the red- 
water and administered a second dose of 
acaprin, 10 c.c. r 


June 30th.—I was sent for as there was no 
sign of the foetal membranes being voided. On 
this day there was complete recovery from the 
red-water but the interference necessary to 
remove the membranes caused the cow to be a 
little uneasy. 


July 1st.—The cow went down with milk fever. 
Recovery from this complaint was rapid and 
lasting, 


July 2nd.—I was, however, sent for as the 
anima] next day showed no inclination to feed. 
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The temperature was 1064°, and she was in a 
very low state; the heart was weak and the 
respirations very rapid. There was no desire 
to feed or even to look around. 

July 3rd.—The cow was in much the same 
condition as on the 2nd, with the exception that 
there was now a copious discharge from the 
uterus. 

July 4th.—This day saw the cow very much 
better, the temperature having answered to 
salicylate of soda, and the uterine discharge 
to acriflavine 1/1,000. She now wished to feed. 

July 5th.—The cow had a normal temperature, 
was feeding, chewing her cud and milking to 
everyone’s satisfaction. I am glad to be able 
to state that she made an uneventful recovery 
from this date and was out on the grass very 
soon afterwards. 


& es s e s 
The Use of Omnadin and Tonophosphan in an 
Outbreak of Distemper in a Fox Hound Kennels 
J. M. DAWSON, M.R.C.Vv.s. 
WARLINGHAM, SURREY 

When veterinary aid was called in six young 
couples were affected, showing symptoms of 
distemper in all the varying stages of the 
disease. Intramuscular injections of 5 ce. 
omnadin were given to all the infected animals 
at the first time of visiting. On the second 
visit, two days afterwards, there was a 
considerable improvement; a second injection 
of 5 «ee. omnadin was given to each hound. 
In the case of five hounds that seemed not to 
have progressed as well as the others, injections 
of 5 ee. tonophosphan were given subcutan- 
eously. A third visit was made two days later. 
On this occasion it was found that only five 
hounds required further treatment. These 
were given simultaneously 5 ¢.c. omnadin and 
5 «ec. of tonophosphan. Two days later only 
one hound was still ill—further injections of 
> @e. omnadin and 5 e¢.e. tonophosphan were 
administered. This bitch died four days later 
from pulmonary oedema. 








ABSTRACTS 





[Types of Tubercle Bacilli in Equine Tuber- 
culosis, GrirFitu, A. 8. (1937.) J. Comp. Path. 
and Therap. 50, 3. 159-172. ] 


Since 1922 the author has received material 
from 25 cases of equine tuberculosis and the 
results of his investigations are summarised in 
this paper. 

Discussing the pathological details, he states 
that, as previously noted by M’Fadyean, the 
outstanding feature of tuberculosis in the horse 
is the frequency with which lesions other than 
those of final miliary tuberculosis assume a 
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tumour-like appearance. They were most 
frequent in the mesenteric glands and spleen and 
were of a firm, semi-fibroid consistence usually 
free from any sign of caseation or calcification. 
In some cases the central areas had undergone 
softening. In 14 instances, the lungs contained 
numerous little tubercles which, where confluent, 
formed sarcoma-like masses. Liver lesions were 
less frequent and tuberculous pleurisy was noted 
only in three cases, 

The numbers of bacilli were found to vary 
widely in different parts of the same lesion but 
seemed to be most numerous in areas under- 
going caseation., 

The anatomical evidence seemed to be clearly 
in favour of infection occurring from the 
alimentary canal and in only one case were the 
lesions confined to the thoracic cavity. 

From 24 of the cases, dysgonic cultures of 
the bovine type were obtained but of these 
twelve fell below the standard virulence of 
bovine bacilli. These modified equine strains 
were akin to the modified bovine strains which 
have been obtained from tuberculous conditions 
of the skin in man. According to Griffith there 
is little doubt that in equine tuberculosis the 
infection in the majority of cases is primarily 
with fully virulent bovine bacilli and that 
attenuation occurs in the tissues of the horse. 

In one case the eugonic human type of 
bacillus was isolated. 

G. D. 


* * ” * * 


|Melanotic Tumours in Dark-haired Horses. 
AJELLO, P. (1937.) Wien. tierarztl. Mschr. 24. 
17. September, 1987. 513-523.] 


The author has made an extensive search of 
veterinary and medical literature for reports 
of cases featuring melanotic tumours. He quotes 
cases in human beings, and in animals, both 
domestic and wild. The various theories as to 
the formation of melanin, and the malignancy 
of such tumours are discussed, whilst the 
sarcomatous nature of such growths is also 
mentioned. The tumours are believed to be 
very rare in horses, and three cases are des- 
cribed in chestnut horses, one tumour being 
found on the fetlock in a 14-year-old chestnut 
mare. This tumour was three years old when 
seen, being a flat, circumscribed ulcerating 
tumour about the size of a nut. Histological 
examination revealed it to be composed of 
spindle-shaped alveolar cells. It was a melan- 
otic sarcoma, the alveolar nuclei having fine 
pigmented granules of a brown colour. The 
internal structure of the cells was pigmented 
and there was also an accumulation of pigment 
granules between the cells. In some places no 
pigment was found in the cells. 

Other tumours in the subsequent cases were 
found in some extraordinary sites, such as on 
the suffraginis region, the subcutaneous tissue of 
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the groin, and on the surface of the cervical 
lymph glands. These tumours were _ not 
examined in their entirety, being specimens from 
the surgical museum of the Messina University. 
In each case the horse affected was of a reddish- 
brown colour. The subcutis was very thick, 
the neoplasmic tissue being dark brown in 
colour. Interalveolar blood-vessels were present 
in large numbers and the tissue cells were 
oval with brown pigment granules completely 
covering the nucleus. 

The finding of these tumours in chestnut 
horses, and in extraordinary sites, does not 
support the theories of Jaeger and Dorssen 
regarding the necessity for depigmentation of 
the surface. These very rare cases prove that 
melanotic sarcomata can develop in horses 
which have no depigmentation and so physi- 
ological terrain for the growth of the tumours 
is lacking. The author thinks the theory of 
von Ronai is better—as is shown in human 
medicine, melanin can develop in such places 
where normally no pigment cells are found. 
Von Ronai’s view is supported and melanotic 
infection of grey horses is interpreted as a 
hypofunction of the chromaffin system, notably 
of the adrenals, D. J. A. 


* s * * * 


[Brucella abortus in the Horse, Durr, H. M. 
(1937.) J. Comp. Path. and Therap. 50. 3. 151.] 


An extremely valuable investigation of the 
significance of Brucella infection of horses in 
Great Britain. Two series of horses suffering 
from fistulous withers or poll-evil were 
examined for the presence of Brucella infection. 
Out of 85 horses showing unruptured lesions, 
in 68 instances Brucella was isolated and the 
abscess fluid and blood contained specific anti- 
bodies in titres varying from 1/20 to 1/1,280. 
Incidentally the blood titre rarely exceeded the 
titre of the abscess fluid. 

In a further 91 cases of animals with rup- 
tured lesions all but six gave positive serological 
reactions, titres varying between 1/20 and 
1/1,280. y 

As was expected, Brucella infection occurred 
more commonly amongst older horses and there 
was no difference of incidence between the sexes. 
In most cases the horses were in contact with 
cattle and as a rule the cattle were themselves 
infected with contagious abortion. 

Therapy, using dead vaccine, was tried in 
134 horses suffering from fistulous withers or 
poll-evil. Of these 35 also received surgical 
treatment and recovered. Of those which 
received only vaccination treatment 60 
recovered. Two 10 c.c. doses of vaccine were 
usually sufficient in simple cases, but where 
secondary invaders were present or extensive 
necrosis had occurred surgical interference was 
almost essential. Recurrence of trouble, when it 
occurred, generally responded well to further 
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injections. Vaccination of Brucella-infected 
horses with big doses of dead Brucella vaccine 
resulted in powerful local allergic reactions 
accompanied by fever and often followed by 
local slough. E. J. P. 
* * ” Lal * 
|The Pathogenesis of Myoglobinuria. (Trans. 
title.) Brion, A. (1937.) Rev. Méd. vét. 89. 
505-525. (21 refs.); IL—Myoglobinuria and 
Piroplasmosis of the Horse. (Trans. title.) 
AUGER, L., and Basset, J. (1937.) Rev. Méd. 
vét, 89. 129-160. 5 plates (5 refs.).] 


I.—The author discusses this syndrome from 
the biochemical aspect. The first part of the 
article is devoted to the biochemistry of normal 
muscle. Brion explains the pathogenesis of this 
disease in the following way: the muscle 
proteins obey the laws governing the imbibition 
of fluids by colloids, this imbibition causes 
swelling of the muscle fibres, and the fibres 
burst, releasing their pigments. However, this 
imbibition only occurs when the pH differs from 
that of the isoelectric point, which in muscle is 
pH6. Under certain conditions the breakdown 
of adenosine triphosphoric acid in the muscle 
could cause this alteration in pH. For further 
chemical details the original article should be 
consulted. 

II.—Auger and Basset describe a disease of 
horses, resembling true piroplasmosis, associated 
with myoglobinuria. No causal organism could 
be demonstrated. 

Histologically, the lesions in the muscles were 
those of an acute parenchymatous myositis, and 
those in the kidney, an acute parenchymatous 
toxic nephritis, were secondary. The lesions in 
the muscle fibres were limited to the contractile 
fibrils, which showed necrosis. These lesions, 
by a true autophagia by the myoplasm, undergo 


resolution. Transmission experiments were un- 
satisfactory. 
D. L. H. 
* * * * * 


|The Pathogenesis and Treatment of Myoglo- 
binuria of the Horse. Ursarin, G. (1936.) Ann. 
Méd. vét. 81. 8-9. 355-366. ] 


Urbain reviews recent work upon the physio- 
logy of muscle during contraction. He shows 
that cases of myoglobinuria have an excess of 
lactic acid in their muscles because intra- 
muscular oxidation has not occurred to trans- 
form it into glycogen. This intracellular 
oxidation is brought about by catalysts (glutein 
and cystein) secreted from the suprarenal 
cortex. The disease therefore seems to be due 
to a lesion of the para-sympathetic nervous 
system. These theories suggested stimulation 
of the sympathetic nerve by adrenalin, bleeding 
or hyposulphite of soda and depression of the 
vagus nerve by atropine or belladonna. The 
author first tried adrenalin given in the form of 
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ephedraline (? ephedrine). Both mild and severe 
cases were cured by this means. In only one of 
the described cases is the dosage mentioned 
(two doses of 3 c.c. with an interval of three 
days). In the protocols of the other cases he 
mentions using one, two or three “‘ ampoules ” 
(? 1 c.c.) of ephedraline or 5 c.c. of adrenalin as 
a dose at varying intervals. GG. Ve We 


* * * * * 


| The Diagnosis of the Most Important Diseases 
of Sheep. Oppermann, G. (1936.) 42. Tierdrstl. 
Rdsch.] 


An interesting series of articles presented by 
Oppermann deals with the diagnosis and treat- 
ment of some prevalent diseases of sheep. 

In newly-purchased rams a number of condi- 
tions are described such as paralysis, transport 
fever, sexual inertia and cystitis, the etiology of 
which is associated with high protein feeding in 
rations made from lucerne hay and oil cakes. 
Abortion in ewes is treated under two headings 
(1) a non-infectious form and (2) an infectious 
form. The former is due to injury or to dietetic 
errors and the infectious form is generally 
caused by B. abortus ovis and less commonly by 
Vibrio foetus and by bi-polar organisms. The 
causes of mastitis in the ewe are enumerated, 
the organism chiefly responsible being Bact. 
mastiditis ovis (Damman and Freese). Symptoms 
of this disease are usually observed about four 
weeks after lambing and infection usually 
originates from a trauma of the teat caused 
during suckling. The disease is generally acute, 
constitutional symptoms are present and the 
marked inflammatory condition of the udder 
usually leads to necrosis and gangrene. Treat- 
ment consists in the injection of therapeutic 
substances into the gland and advanced cases 
require surgical treatment. Hemorrhagic septi- 
caemia occurs as a chronic infection in older 
sheep and the causative organism is a facultative 
parasite which only produces disease when there 
are predisposing factors such as arise when sheep 
are fed on dusty fodder. In lambs, the disease 
is often acute and involves the respiratory tract 
causing a broncho-pneumonia. Lameness in four 


to six week old lambs may be due to a pyogenic - 


infection originating from the navel or to 
paralysis in the first few days of life caused by 
feeding¥the pregnant ewe on high protein- 
containing foods. Ss. J. E. 


* * a u * 


|Streptocoecie Infections in Dogs. I.—“ Acid 
Milk,” Arthritis and Post-Vaccinal Abscesses. 
Srarsetu, H. J., THompson, W. W., and Neu, 
Lisa (1937.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Assn. 90. 6. 
767-780. ] 

~ A number of young puppies believed to have 

died as the result of receivingYacid milk were 

examined. On autopsy the lymphatic glands 
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were swollen and inflamed and lesions of peri- 
carditis, enteritis and pneumonia were observed. 
Cultures revealed the presence of streptococci, 
and from the evidence obtained it is suggested 
that such infections are the principal cause of 
repeated losses of litters by the same dam. 

A study was made of haemolytic streptococci 
obtained from the organs of puppies and strains 
recovered from such localities as the throat, 
nares, Mammae, vagina, and prepuce of adult 
dogs. Twenty-two cultures were examined and 
14 of these gave the same fermentation reactions. 
The authors consider that puppies may derive 
infection from adult carriers. 

Two dogs suffering from articular rheumatism 
were examined and haemolytic streptococci were 
isolated from the tonsils of each of them. 
Vaccine therapy was employed and_ both 
animals recovered. 

F. B. 


* * * * * 


[Infection of Man from Domestic Animals. 
Rimpau, W. (1937.) Miinch. med. Weschr. 84. 
413-414. ] 


A short series of cases is recorded in which 
human beings have been infected from an 
animal source. The cases are 

Suppuration.—A dog was suffering from a 
persistent suppurative process involving the 
back and this was associated with furunculosis 
of the wife of the householder. Haemolytic 
staphylococci were isolated from the dog and 
from the woman. Similar cases have come to 
the notice of the author. 

Cellulitis—Two hours after the bite of a cat 
on the back of the hand the patient found the 
local lesion to be swollen and this was followed 
by a rising temperature and cellulitis under the 
arm. The illness was of six weeks duration 
and from the pus were isolated streptococci, 
staphylococci and a haemoglobinophilie bacillus. 
This latter organism ‘was considered to be 
similar to bacilli isolated from ferrets and from 
the air passages of cats. [It is doubtful if this 
organism belongs to the Haemophilus group, 
although there are given only a few details of 
its characteristics. ] 

Acute Enteritis ——A record is given of acute 
enteritis occurring amongst the inmates of an 
institution, amongst 90 of whom there were 80 
cases. The cause was S. typhi-murium and the 
vehicle was apparently ice-cream. An examina- 
tion of the animals in the stable of the 
institution from which the cream came showed 
a calf from which S. typhi-murium was isolated 
and this is assumed to have been the origin 
of the outbreak. Other similar cases are known, 





including two cases, one of which was fatal, 
from a cottage. Although the mode of transmis- 
sion was not discovered, a cow was found to be 
excreting S. typhi-murium, R, L. 
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REVIEW 





“The Farmer’s Guide to Agricultural Research 
in 1936." 


For the past twelve years, the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society of England has issued annual 
summaries of agricultural research as carried on 
in its leading branches. The _ publication, 
originally issued under the title of “‘ Agricultural 
Research ’’ and now as “‘ The Farmer’s Guide to 
Agricultural Research,” has as its main object, 
the spreading of the lessons of research among 
those to whom they are likely to be of the 
greatest use, by giving the farmer information 
on the results of the previous year’s work on 
various aspects in a summarised form. This 
survey is not limited to research conducted in 
the British Isles but includes references to 
results achieved in any part of the world from 
which light may be thrown on the problems of 
British Agriculture. ‘“‘ The Farmer’s Guide ”’ 
forms a section of the Society’s Journal, but a 
strictly limited number of copies are bound 
separately. 

The various sections and their authors are as 
follows: Crops and Plant Breeding (G. D. H. 
Bell, Ph.D.) ; Diseases of Animals: Prevention 
and Treatment (F. C. Minett, D.Sc., M.R.C.V.S.) ; 
Farm Implements and Machinery (S. J. WRIGHT, 
M.A.); Farm Economics (C. 8. Orwin, M.A.) ; 
Dairy Farming and Dairy Work (James MacKin- 
tosh, N.D.A., N.D.D.) ; The Feeding of Live Stock 
(C. Crowther, M.A., Ph.D.) ; Soils and Fertilisers 
(Sir E. J. Russell, p.Sc., F.R.S.). 

It is impossible to refer to the wide variety of 
subjects dealt with ; there are many, however, 
which will be of interest to our readers, quite 
apart from those dealing with diseases of 
animals. As examples may be mentioned the 
sections dealing with grassland, the milk market- 
ing scheme, breeding and progeny-testing, and 
general food requirements of cattle and sheep. 

The section on animal diseases treats of (1) the 
influence of contagious abortion and of mastitis 
upon the milk yield of cows; (2) Survival of 
tubercle bacilli in pasture; (3) Swayback in 
lambs ; (4) Foot-rot in sheep ; (5) The extermin- 
ation of wild rabbits, and (6) Diseases of poultry : 
coccidiosis. Information of the present position 
regarding the above is presented in such a way 
as to be of real value. 

References are given to the various research 
papers or other documents dealt with, and the 
volume as a whole reflects the present state of 
knowledge on a wide variety of subjects of 
interest to veterinary readers. 





*Reprinted from the Journal of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England. Vol. 98, 1917. 
p. 244 (numerous references), 
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REPORT 


New Zeal and 


REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE FOR 1936-37 


The Dominion experienced a good farming 
Prices for wool were phenomenal and the 


year. 
number of sheep rose to the record number of 
31,305,818. 

The question of veterinary research has 


become a pressing one and, although the health 
of the animals is good in comparison with other 
countries, the increases in the flocks and herds 
consequent upon improved pastures have 
brought in their train problems of disease and 
nutrition. To meet this situation the Govern- 
ment has agreed to extend research and instrue- 
tional activities. The erection of a new 
laboratory costing £15,000 has been authorised 
and increases in staff will be made when suitable 
men can be secured. Up to now attention has 
been devoted more to the agronomic than to the 
veterinary aspect of the livestock industry. 
Losses from disease run into some millions of 
pounds each year while the expenditure on 
veterinary research has been only a thousand 
pounds or so. In the words of the Director- 
General of Agriculture, “it is urgent that this 
position be rectified.”’ 

The chief interest in this report for our 
readers is contained in the contributions of the 
Director of the Livestock Division (W. C. 
Barry, M.R.C.v.S.) and of the Officer-in-Charge 
of the Veterinary Laboratory (C. 8. M. Hopkirk, 
D.V.Sc.). The former begins his report by stating 
that the year has been a particularly arduous 
one, attributable largely to the increasing 
animal population, the rapid expansion of the 
swine industry, and the more intensive efforts 
for the suppression of ragwort. Mr. Hopkirk 
writes at the outset of his report that it is 
pleasing to be able to state that Wallaceville, 
which has been mainly a diagnostic laboratory, 
is assuming the role of a research station. 

The position regarding disease in the various 
species of livestock in the Dominion was as 
follows :— 

Horses.—With the exception of one outbreak 
of strangles, no contagious disease was reported 
in this species. 

Cattle.—The incidence of tuberculosis in adult 
cattle, according to abattoir statistics, was 
6-8 per cent. Johne’s disease, although confined 
to definite areas, is spreading within these. It 
is being controlled by johnin testing and 
slaughter. The number of outbreaks of con- 
tagious abortion was lower than in the previous 
year. Control measures advocated for the 
disease are better hygiene, isolation of affected 
animals and the establishment of self-contained 














Ve FY Ge Sy 2S VS 








“February 12th, 1938. 


herds. The incidence of mastitis is increasing. 
A system of controlling the disease by isolation 
of infected animals, following milk examination 
at the laboratory, is in active progress in many 
herds. Other diseases reported are actino- 
mycosis, blackquarter, sterility, tick infestation, 
worm infestation, grass tetany, ergotism, malig- 
nant growths, tympanites and “ foul foot.” 

Sheep.—No serious outbreak of sheep disease 
occurred. Worm infestations appear to be the 
factor most damaging to the health of this 
species. Infectious entero-toxaemia, lymph- 
adenitis, pregnancy toxaemia, photo-sensitisa- 
tion (facial eczema), mycotic dermatitis, con- 
tagious ecthyma, blow-fly disease, liver-fluke 
disease, foot rot and lice and tick infestations 
were also reported. 

Pigs.—Pasteurellosis and S. suipestifer infeec- 
tion were responsible for a large number of 
deaths in young pigs after weaning ; otherwise 
no reference is made to the occurrence of 
infectious disease in these animals. 

Poultry.—Several outbreaks of coccidiosis 
occurred in poultry. Lymphomatosis, leuk- 
aemia and tuberculosis are also mentioned. 


Ww. &. 





DIPPING ORDER CONTROVERSY: 
EXEMPTION OF SHEEP ON ENCLOSED LAND 


Following a protest by flockmasters in the 
Llanwddyn and Llangadfan (Mont.) area against 
a Minjstry of Agriculture double dipping Order, 
70 farmers, owning 30,000 sheep, refused to dip 
their animals early last month. Two days had 
been fixed for the dipping and twelve policemen 
and four veterinary officers attended at the baths, 
but not a single sheep was brought out. 

The sheep-owners said that over half of them 
had been at great expense in enclosing their 
lands. They contended that, as the chief danger 
of spread of disease came from unenclosed moun- 
tain land, farmers with enclosed land should not 
have to double dip. 

Following inspection by veterinary officers the 
sheep on enclosed land will not now be dipped. 

Farmers owning about 20,000 shee on 
unenclosed land in the area concerned had until 
February 15th to comply with the Order and 
a large number of them are taking flocks to the 
dipping bath. : 

“This is the outcome of a war of some years’ 
duration,” writes a correspondent, “and the 
farmers, so far as enclosed land is concerned, 
have won their case. What is the position of 
the ‘ other half’ of the sheep-owners who refused 
to dip? The question here is, should the Ministry 
have insisted on dipping these 30,000 sheep?” 


* ok a a co 


Jersey's New State Veterinary Surgeon.—Mr. 
T. Le Q. Blampied has been appointed Jersey 
State Veterinary Surgeon in succession to the 
late Mr. A. Le Sueur. Owing to the emergency 
caused by the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, 
it was considered necessary to act at once and 
appoint a successor, 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


— 


Western Counties V.M.A.° 


MEETING AT TAUNTON 


A meeting of the above Division was held at 
the Great Western Hotel, Taunton, on Wednes- 
day, October 27th, 1937, when the President, 
Mr. P. W. Bloye, occupied the chair. 

The following members signed the attendance 
book :—Messrs. P. W. Bloye, RK. H. Smythe, 
W. G. Blackwell, A. G. Saunders, H. M. Webb, 
E. G. Conisbee, A. C. Urquhart, Wm. Tweed, 
Esmond Brown, L. W. Bovett, J. K. Irvine, 
kK. Barons Nelder, C. Masson, H. W. Townson, 
D. W. Menzies, E. B. D. Hall, W. H. Chase, 
C. V. Watkins, E. Norman, W. K. Roberts, 
G. A. Roberts and 8. J. Motton. Messrs. Auld, 
S. Sharp, W. C. Miller, J. D. McLauchlan and 
A. D. Campbell were present as visitors. 

Apologies for absence were received from Sir 
Frederick Hobday, Majors Dunkin, Ascott and 
James, and from Messrs. Forbes, A. R. Smythe, 
E. R. Edwards, R. G. Saunders, Perkins, Willing, 
Stephens, .F. T. Harvey, G. Harvey, C. Head 
and Colonel Head. 

Correspondence.—A letter from the N.V.M.A. 
dealing with fees in connection with tuberculin 
testing under the Attested Herds scheme was 
read, and considered to be satisfactory for the 
time being. 

Address.—Professor W. C. Miller, M.R.C.V.8., 
F.R.S.E., of the Royal Veterinary College, 
London, gave a very instructive address on 
* Agricultural Rationalism and Veterinary 
Science,” the discussion being opened by Mr. 
C. V. Watkins, M.R.C.V.S., D.v.s.M. [The text of 
Professor Miller’s address and a report of the 
discussion and reply are reproduced at the 
commencement of this issue.—Editor.] ’ 

At the conclusion of the meeting Professor 
Miller was accorded a very hearty vote of thanks 
for his kindness in providing the Division with 
such an original and interesting address. 


8S. J. Morton, Hon. Secretary. 


*Received for publication January 11th, 1938. 








LARGE-SCALE INSEMINATION 


Artificial insemination is passing from the 
experimental to the practical scale in Russia and 
is to be extended this year to the larger cattle 
breeds. About one-and-a-half million head of 
cattle will be artificially inseminated in 1938. 
Orders have been issued to the appropriate 
authorities to prepare 6,282 stations for this 
purpose and agricultural bodies have been asked 
to commence an immediate zootechnical and 
— examination of available pedigree 
stock, 
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R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


The LATE Mr, T. F. QUIRKE, M.R.C.Vv.S., Lv-s. 
DIRECTOR OF VETERINARY SERVICES, PUNJAB 
An Appreciation 
The entire veterinary profession in India have 
learnt, with deep regret and profound sorrow, 
of the sad and untimely death from pneumonia 
of Mr. Thomas Francis Quirke, M.R.C.V.S., LV.S., 
Director of Veterinary Services, Punjab, which 
occurred at the Albert Victor Hospital, Lahore, 
after a brief illness on Thursday, January 13th, 

1938. 

Born on June 6th, 1891, at Tipperary, Ireland, 
the deceased, after a preliminary education at 
the Clongowes Wood College, Sallins, from 
1905 to 1909, joined the Royal Veterinary College, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin, and received his Diploma 
of M.R.C.V.S. in 1913. Soon after qualifying 





engaged in 
with Mr. Hamilton, M.R.c.v.s., 


as a veterinary surgeon, he was 
private practice 
at Ballina, for about a year before’ being 
appointed to the veterinary staff of the Irish 
Department of Agriculture and = Technical 
Instruction. Mr. Quirke came out to India in 
February, 1915, having been appointed to the 
Indian Civil Veterinary Department, now known 
as the Indian Veterinary Service. He served 
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for some six years as a Superintendent in this 
Department at Ferozepur and Rawalpindi. In 
June, 1921, he was promoted to the post of 
Chief Superintendent in succession to the late 
Lieut.-Colonel Farmer, and to that of Director 
of the Civil Veterinary Department in July, 
1928. In 1929, when the Veterinary Department 
was separated from the Agricultural Department, 
he was appointed (in November) Director of 
Veterinary Services in the Punjab, and continued 
to hold this post until his death. He had thus 
been at the helm of veterinary affairs in the 
Punjab province for nearly 18 years. As the 
Punjab Government appreciation stated, “ During 
this period the Veterinary Department of the 
Province has attained a growth and a fame 
unparalleled in India, and a large share of this 
success was due to Mr. Quirke’s unstinted efforts, 
wide knowledge and unfailing enthusiasm.” The 
statistics given below show the progress made 
by the Department under the control of Mr. 
Quirke from the time he assumed charge as 
Chief Superintendent in 1920 to the time of his 
death: — 


1919-20 1937-38 
No. of Veterinary Hospitals 
in Punjab on 137 304 
No. of Outlying Dispensaries — 1,200 
No. of Stud-bulls wii 1,352 5,370 
No. of Cattle Fairs and Shows 
held naa jo ae 35 252 
Strength of Non-gazetted Staff 
Employed in District 
Work ” a nn 192 393 
Strength of Gazetted Staff 
Employed ay ‘ea 15 36 


In the death of Mr. Quirke in the prime of his 
life, when only a litthe over 46 years of age, 
the veterinary profession in India has lost an 
outstanding member of long experience, great 
personality and forcefulness at a time when he 
was most needed. Having specialised in the 
peculiar problems of India appertaining to the 
control of contagious diseases of animals, 
improvement of indigenous breeds of livestock 
and general animal husbandry matters, he best 
understood the difficulties of the profession, and 
was always out to lend a helping hand and give 


valuable advice to both officials and private 
persons. The magnitude of his loss to the 
country as a whole, and to the Punjab in 


particular, will be realised by those who knew 
him and who had the privilege of working with 
and under him. His diligent dutifulness, 
soundness of judgment, unassuming nature, 
simplicity of habits and outspoken criticism 
coupled with real kindliness and _ general 
sympathetic behaviour will long be remembered 
by all with whom he came in contact, either 
in his official capacity as the head of the Veter- 
inary Department in Punjab, or as a _ private 
individual. As an administrator he commanded 
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respect and his opinion in technical matters 
was greatly valued. 


“Tom,” as Mr. Quirke was _ affectionately 
called by his many personal friends, was a 
well-known and popular figure in Lahore society 
and was closely connected with the Lahore Race 
Club, where, for a number of years, he assisted 
as a veterinary officer and as a_ time-keeper. 
His memory will ever remain in the hearts and 
minds of the people of the Punjab Province 
for whose sake he was always engaged in hard 
and enduring work. 

A. GC. J 


THe FUNERAL 


The funeral took place on Friday, January 
14th, at the Jail Road Cemetery, Lahore. It 
was largely attended by European and Indian 
friends of the late Mr. Quirke. Among those 
present were His Excellency the Governor of 
the Punjab (Sir Herbert Emerson), Chaudhari 
Sir Chhotu Ram (Development Minister of the 
Punjab Government), Mr. Justice Skemp, Mr. 
Justice Monroe, the Chief Secretary to the 
Punjab Government, Mr. A. C. Mac —_ 
Professor Roberts, Mr. C. C. Garbett, Mr. A. 
Askwith, Captain U. W. F. Walker and a Fe 
of civil and military officers besides the staff 
of the veterinary pln nti and students of 
the Punjab Veterinary College. The Premier of 
the Punjab was represented by his Private 
arliamentary Secretary. 


The pall-bearers were Messrs. Garbett, Askwith, 
Dodd, Walker, Creaner, Glover and Lieut.-C olonel 
Langdale. The funeral service was read by the 
Rev. Father Sulvanus, assisted by another church 
dignitary. 

Among the innumerable wreaths were those 
from Sir Herbert and Lady Emerson, the Bishop 
of Lahore, Sir Douglas Young, Mr. Justice Skemp, 
Lieut.-Colonel Carson, Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. 
G. H. Langdale, Mr. and Mrs. H, R. Stewart, 
Mr. R. J. S. Dodd, Mr. and Mrs, E. M. Atkinson, 
Mr. C. C. Garbett, Mr. and Mrs. W. N. P. Jenkin, 
Mr, Justice and Mrs. H. A. C. Blacker, Mr. and 
Mrs. Guest, Major J. T. Taylor, Mr. J. C. F. 
Davidson, Lieut.-Colonel and Mrs. Wordsworth, 
Captain U. W. F. Walker, Professor A, Gs. 
Aggarwala, Lala Ram Rattan Puri, Captain Teja 
Singh, the Personal Staff of H.E. the Governor, 
members of the teaching staff of the Punjab 
Veterinary College, the 
Association, members of the staff of the office 
of the deceased, members of the Punjab Club, 
the stewards of the Lahore Race Club, the 
Commandant and officers of the 6th D.C.O. 
Lancers, Officers of the Irrigation Department 
and Students of the Veterinary College. 


The principal mourners were: Mrs. Quirke 
and Miss Mira Quirke, Captain and Mrs. Ross, 
Mr. and Mrs. Farquharson and Mr. Dundon. 


Howarp, Percy Sturton, Captain, late R.A.V.C., 
* Windermere,” Wanstead, E.11. Graduated 
London, July 24th, 1896. Fellowship December 
14th, 1901. Died February 2nd, 1938; aged 62 
years. 


Punjab Veterinary 





THE VETERINARY RECORD. No. 7. Vor. 50. 189 





In Parliament 
Foot-AND-MoutH DISEASE 


When the House re-assembled on February 
Ist, Mr. Suorr asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether he will make a statement respecting 
the progress of foot-and-mouth disease? 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: Since my last statement 
in the House as to the foot-and-mouth disease 
position on November 11th, 1937, additional 
farms have been declared infected, but in the 
great majority of these cases infection was due 
to contiguity to existing outbreaks. There has 
on the whole been an improvement. Excluding 
an isolated outbreak in Essex confirmed on 
January 22nd, and one in Kent on January 14th, 
there * Mow been no outbreaks for three’ weeks 
in any of the eastern or south-eastern counties 
to which, as wil be remembered, it was 
necessary to ap a “ Standstill” Order on 
November 9th. BF a total of 36 outbreaks con- 
firmed during the past 14 days, 33 were in the 
adjoining counties of Wilts. Dorset, Somerset, 
Berkshire and Hampshire, the remaining three 
outbreaks being in Essex and the West Riding. 


ste % * * 


The following questions and answers have been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently: 


Foot-AND-Moutn DISEASE 


Sir R. Guyn asked the Minister of Agriculture 
whether, in view of the fact that dogs are not 
liable to foot-and-mouth disease and can be 
disinfected, he can give an assurance that strict 
instructions will be given to his inspectors 
charged with the slaughter of infected stock that 
no dogs are to be thus slaughtered? 


Mr. W. S. Morrison: The inspectors of the 
Ministry of Agriculture have no authority to 
slaughter dogs in connection with outbreaks of 
foot-and-mouth disease and I am not aware of 
any instance in which a dog has been so 
slaughtered. The inspectors of the Ministry are 
aware that they have no authority to slaughter 
animals of any sfom without special instructions 
from the Department. 


Sir T. Rossornam  gsked the Minister — of 
Agriculture whether, in view of the alarming 
spread of foot-and-mouth disease, he will see 
that every precaution is taken by his Department 
with regard to the importation from the Continent 
into this country of straw, whether in the form 
of packing or otherwise, that would be likely to 
carry the infection? 7 

Mr. W. S. Morrison: I would refer my hon. 
Friend to the reply which I gave to the hon. 
Member of Doncaster (Mr. Short) on this subject 
on December 13th last, of which I am sending 
him a copy, and to which I have nothing to add. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACT 


Sir T. Moore asked the Minister of Health 
whether he will state the number of local 
authorities which have adopted Section 2 of the 
Slaughter of Animals Act making obligatory the 
use of humane instruments on sheep and lambs 
in their areas, and the number who have not 
done so? 

Sir K. Woop: The numbers are 799 and 426, 
respectively, 
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The Poultry Report 


HE report of the Poultry Technical Com- 

mittee, set up by the Secretary of State for 
Scotland and the Minister of Agriculture, 
issued this week, has been awaited with 
eagerness by all connected with the poultry 
industry. We give elsewhere in this edition 
some details and these will be elaborated when 
more time has been available for its considera- 
tion. The task which the committee undertook 
Was no easy one for it had to inquire into the 
methods of supply of day-old chicks, hatching 
eggs and breeding stock, both generally and in 
their relation to mortality. Two members of 
the veterinary profession, Mr. John Smith and 
Mr. Norman Dobson, were members of the com- 
mittee, and the N.V.M.A. submitted evidence. 
The details of the report show the amount of 
time and labour devoted to the investigation. 
From first to last, the report emphasises the 
importance of the effect of the truly alarming 
mortality amongst flocks. It is interesting to 
note that, in this connection, the figure arrived 
at by the Special Committee of the N.V.M.A., 
which compiled the very excellent handbook on 
poultry diseases, is quoted as giving some 
indication of the annual cost to the industry 
from disease. The amount is approximately 
£4,000,000. Although this figure can be no more 
than an approximate one, it does demonstrate 
that no industry of this description can 
pay such a yearly toll and remain prosperous. 
As it is obvious that those engaged in poultry 
farming cannot afford to put their own house 
in order, hard pressed as they are at present, 


the report recommends that Government 
assistance should be provided for several 
measures. These measures appear to us to be 


wise, far-seeing and logical. First, to obtain 
immediate control to prevent further spread of 
disease or unsuitable birds. Secondly, to 
provide veterinary and allied assistance to 
enable farmers to fathom, and eliminate, some 
of their troubles. Thirdly, to initiate such 
research as will be of future assistance in 
obtaining information which can be widely 
disseminated amongst those who will benefit 
from it. 

We must draw attention to the wise provision 
which has been recommended in regard to 
research, It is recommended that routine 
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diagnosis should be carried out by a staff 
entirely separate from that engaged in research. 
The two should be at the same place, so that 
information and material will always be 
available to the research officers, but that they 
be not required to leave their proper work to 
carry out the large and increasing amount of 
routine diagnosis. Only those who have suffered 
in this respect can appreciate the importance 
of that recommendation. 


We feel, and acknowledge the fact with 
pleasure, that the profession has been recognised 
and given its rightful place, in the work 
envisaged by the report. If the State takes 
over the responsibility of payment, the 


veterinarian can become of no little importance 
in assisting an industry of national importance 
to become established upon a sound and 
economic basis. We must, however, face up to the 
fact that some of the work will be unfamiliar to 
many of those who were trained when diseases 
of poultry were not of the importance they are 
to-day. We believe that at least one of our 


colleges has been considering commencing 
refresher courses in poultry diseases. We 


sincerely hope that such will materialise and 
that many practitioners will be able to avail 
themselves of the services offered. We draw 
attention to this because, although the report 
recommends that the work be entrusted to 
part-time inspectors for the present, it does 
envisage it being undertaken eventually by the 
State Service. The establishment of strong 
panels of practitioners equipped with knowledge 
of poultry diseases and husbandry will form an 
argument of foree in the endeavours to 
establish part-time work as an integral part 
of the State scheme. We strongly recommend 
all our readers to obtain, and study carefully, 


this report. It details conditions which can 
only be known to a limited number and it 


opens out an increasing field of endeavour to 
our profession. 


Rationalism or 
Irrationalism 


[’ is not infrequently a salutary, even though 
perhaps a humbling, mental exercise to pause 
in the midst of the busyness of modern life. 
and to look both backwards into the time which 


is irrevocably past, and forwards into the 
unknown but dimly envisaged future. Only b) 
some such honest effort can we hope to 


orientate ourselves to the present, 
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History can show us numerous instances 
where changes of profound influence and lasting 
effects passed almost unnoticed at the time; 
sometimes these changes were adverse and the 
harm done only became recognised when it 
was too late to seek a remedy for it. At other 
times the changes were beneficial, but the 
fullest advantages were not reaped, chiefly 
through a lack of their lively appreciation. 

There are numerous signs that we as a 
profession, no less than we as a nation, are 
about to witness one of the most radical changes 
in our history. That it may possibly be a 
slow change does not mean that it will be 
any the less profound and far-reaching. 

For purposes of illustration, it may serve to 
crystallise a somewhat abstract set of ideas if 
we liken the system of human social progress 
to the building of a road. This being so, it 
would probably be not untrue to say that the 
veterinary profession has hitherto been 
compelled to content itself mainly with patching 
up the worn places, filling up the “ pot-holes,”’ 
and generally with remedying defects in a 
certain section of this road of human progress. 
Like the medical profession, we have been 
regarded as something in the nature of a 
necessary evil. Both professions have been, and 
still are, associated with trouble; illness being 
a calamity to the individual and to the State. 
The more modern section of the community are 
slowly assimilating a- newer conception of both 
medical and veterinary training and skill. The 
feeling is that an applied study of disease 
should be extended to embrace a study of 
health. The more conservative individuals— 
both in public and private life—will doubtless 
continue to regard members of both branches 
of the healing art in the more proverbial 
category of those who are associated with 
disease and not with health. 

The initiation of the public health services 
was probably the first step consciously taken 
by man to utilise trained individuals to show 
him how to avoid or to prevent some part of 
the calamity of disease. These services, with 
all their complex ramifications, have played a 
part of ever-increasing importance and now 
something more is being done than a mere 
patching. The road itself is constructed upon 
better foundations, is more rational and 
straightforward. When weakness and faults 
are found they are remedied before they become 
too severe. Greatly improved curves, cambers 
and so on are laid down and progress is, in 
consequence, so much more smooth that we fail 
to realise improvements until faced with some 


breakdown in the system. It apparently 
requires a typhoid epidemic or an outbreak of 
foot-and-mouth disease of some severity to give 
us that mental jolt which forces us to realise 
that all is not yet well with our metaphoric 
road. 

What further steps remain to be taken’? It 
would seem that (if we may continue our 
simile) our next efforts must be to assume the 
functions of the pioneers who survey the land 
that lies ahead of the road, planning how to 
overcome this or that obstacle and mapping the 
route the road of social progress shall take. 

Some of the troubles which now beset the 
modern livestock producer, directly as the result 
of building upon an insecure basic knowledge 
of livestock health, management, and perhaps 
more especially nutrition, are outlined elsewhere 
in this issue. The poultry industry has been 
shaken to its foundations. There is a mounting 
toll of pig diseases and of losses in dairy herds. 
Is it too much to claim that these might well 
have been lessened or even avoided if our 
hypothetical road had been so made that it was 
fit to withstand the strain of modern high speed 
livestock production? 

Each successive generation in this country 
receives in trust from its ancestors an 
inheritance of experience, knowledge and 
possessions which it is called upon to manage 
for a brief space. It is incumbent upon every 
one of us that we should strive to pass on 
our heritage to those who shall _ follow, 
improved, extended and increased, when our 
trusteeship is over. It seems that the present 
generation has lately been failing in its trust. 
Only the smugly complacent will be content 
to let things continue as they now are. 

It seems to us that drastic changes must be 
made if we are to seé our professional house 
in order. The first change must come in our 
educational system. The training of our young 
graduates of the future must be such as will 
fit them not only to deal with disease when it 
has already been brought into being, but to 
provide such guidance and counsel to the owner 
that much of the common disease as we know 
it to-day will in large measure be prevented. 
To equip them for this, we can foresee the 
day when far more time and attention will 
have to be spent in a study of the requirements 
of the normal healthy animal. There will come 
a time when the veterinary surgeon will have 
to know more about health than he knows about 
disease. Directly applied physiology will be of 
more importance in the field than applied 
pathology, which, in any case, is even now the 
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realm of the expert. A knowledge of foods 
and feeding, a thorough understanding of 
exercise, of normal reproduction, and of 
applied genetics, and a far more adequate 
training in animal husbandry, will be of more 
service to the veterinarian of the future than 
an acquaintance with clinical medicine and 
surgery. 

Since these changes will involve much 
readjustment and doubtless not a_ little 
recrimination and opposition, it would seem 
that even now we ought to be applying our 
minds seriously to a consideration of how best 
to prepare the way for their initiation and 
application. We said earlier that the change 
might be a slow one, but we can well imagine 
circumstances arising which would force the 
change upon us rapidly. Swift action might 
well be essential, and if we are faced with the 
change before we have had time to consider 
it adequately, our actions may well be _ ill- 
advised. 








ATTESTED HERDS SCHEME 
Rapip GROWTH IN PARTICIPATION 


On January 21st, eight months after the 
modifications introduced into the Attested Herds 
Scheme, there were 863 attested herds in England 
and Wales, and 370 applications for certificates 
were under consideration. Owners who have 
applied for financial assistance number 1,088. 
Before the modifications were operative, in June 
last, there were only 283 attested herds. 

These figures were given by Mr. D. A. E. Cabot, 
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer of the Minist: 
in an address recently given to the South- 
Eastern Jersey Club in London. 

The encouraging sign, he thought, was that 
the waiting list comprised nearly 1,500 herds, 
which was greatly in excess of the number 
already attested. Another very encouraging point 
was that during the past three years the results 
of re-testing the attested herds had, in the aggre- 
gate, been very satisfactory indeed. 

Mr. Cabot mentioned the monetary advantages 
of eradication—1ld. per gallon for milk from an 
attested herd, 1d. per gallon for accredited milk, 
and 1d. per gallon for tuberculin-tested milk. 
There were, however, other points to be 
remembered. First, cattle guaranteed as coming 
from a herd free from tuberculosis commanded 
a higher price. Such cattle, it was estimated, 
were worth from £4 to £6 more than the average 
market price. 

Then there was the likelihood that the overseas 
demand for British pedigree stock from attested 
herds would be increased, as the eradication 
scheme was bound to add greatly to importers’ 
confidence. Importers to-day were insisting on 
animals being free from tuberculosis, and, Mr. 
Cabot thought owners who were on the Register 
of Attested Herds would not doubt obtain prefer- 
ence from overseas buyers. 

But apart from these advantages. he empha- 
sised that there was the moral obligation on 
the farming community to do its best to eradicate 
disease, 





National Veterinary 


Medical Association 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF 
COUNCIL 





The first quarterly meeting of Council for the 
year 1938 of the National Veterinary Medical 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland was 
held, with the President (Captain Donald 
Campbell) in the chair, at the Warwick Room, 
Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street (Kings- 
way), London, W.C.2, on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, January 4th. There were present: 
Messrs. J. C. Baird and L. 8. Balls, Captain 
J. R. Barker, Mr. E. F. Beckett, Professor G. F. 
Boddie, Messrs. H. W. Steele-Bodger, A. D. J. 
Brennan, T. A. R. Chipperfield, P. Crosfield and 
H. W. Dawes, Major Brennan DeVine, Messrs. 
J. B. Dier and H. Scott Dunn, Dr. Tom Hare, 
Captain J. R. Hewer, Messrs. 8. F. J. Hodgman 
and H. Tudor Hughes, Major H. Kirk, Dr. L. 
Jordan, Mr. R. C. Locke, Dr. J. McCunn, Major 
J. G. McGregor, Messrs. J. W. McIntosh, 
W. R. McKinna and G. P. Male, Captain G. 
Dunlop Martin, Professor W. M. Mitchell, 
Captain S. J. Motton, Mr. R. Barons Nelder, 
Major R. H. H. Over, Messrs. J. W. Pritchard, 
E. F. Shawcross and Arnold Spicer, Dr. A. W. 
Stableforth, Mr. H. P. Standley, Major H. 
Sumner, Mr. W. Lyle Stewart, Captain W. K. 
Townson, Messrs. 8. B. Vine, A. H. Watson, 
T. Wilkinson and T. Wilson, together with 
the Secretary (Mr. F. Knight) and the Solicitor 
(Mr. C. O. Langley). 

At the outset of the meeting, the PRESIDENT 
said that before the proceedings began that 
afternoon, since that was the first meeting of 
Council for 1938, he would like to wish all the 
members a happy and prosperous New Year. 

Cordial response having been made, the 
President announced that the minutes of the 
last quarterly meeting of Council had received 
publication in the Association’s journal. The 
minutes were accordingly taken as read, con- 
firmed and signed. 

The receipt of apologies for absence from the 
following members of Council was announced :— 
Mr. Horace Bell, Mr. P. F. Dolan, Mr. Arthur 
Gofton, Mr. 8S. V. Golledge, Captain O. V. 
Gunning, Mr. E. P. Edwards, Mr. C. Wentworth 
Elam, Major R. C. G. Hancock, Mr. A. McLean, 
Major A. B. Mattinson, Mr. W. Nairn, Professor 
J. J. O'Connor, Major TD. S. Rabagliati, The 
Hon. Secretary (Captain J. R. Rider), Captain 
R. Simpson, Mr. R. H. Smythe, Mr. Alex. 
Thomson, Mr. A. Thomson (Beckenham), Dr. 
A. W. Whitehouse, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge and 
the Hon. Treasurer (Captain W. G. Wragg). 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(1) From Dr. Fred Bullock (Secretary of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons), dated 
October 26th, 1937, stating that Mr. Granville 
Gray, son of Mr. Henry Gray, M.R.C.v.S., had 
ascertained from Mr. Frederick Hunting that he 
was willing to present to the Association a 
portrait of his father, William Hunting, founder 
of the Veterinary Record. 

The SECRETARY informed the Council that 
this admirable portrait had since been collected 
and that it was occupying a prominent position 
in the offices of the Association; a letter in 
grateful acknowledgment of the presentation 
had been addressed to Mr. Hunting. 

The PRESIDENT said that he understood that 
since that correspondence had taken place Mr. 
Frederick Hunting had passed away. He (the 
President) had supplemented the Secretary’s 
letter of thanks with a personal message of 
appreciation. It was very sad indeed that Mr. 
Hunting had not lived to receive the appreciation 
of the Council itself, but he was sure that the 
Council did appreciate very much having a 
portrait of one who was an historic figure in the 
annals of the profession. 

Mr. TupoR HuGuHES observed that, arising 
out of that correspondence, he thought that the 
Association was under a debt of gratitude to 
Mr. Granville Gray, as it was apparently at his 
instance that the portrait had come into the 
possession of the Association. He thought, 
therefore, that their thanks should be expressed 
to him. 

The PRESIDENT said that the Secretary would 
make a note of that very proper suggestion, 
which he was sure commended itself to the 
Council. 

(2) From the Secretary of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute, dated December 6th, 1937, extending 
an invitation to the Association to appoint 
delegates to the Health Congress, to be held at 
Portsmouth from July 11th to 16th, 1938, and 
enclosing a programme of proceedings. 

The SECRETARY informed the Council that it 
was usual for the Association to send a repre- 
sentative to that Congress and on previous 
occasions it had been decided that he should be 
the President or his nominee. 

Professor MITCHELL proposed accordingly, 
and the proposition was carried. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCIATION 


The SECRETARY reported the number of 
members of the Association after the October 
meeting as 1,938. 


Obituary: Tributes to the Late Dr. O. Charnock 
Bradley 


The SECRETARY now read the list of members 
of the Association whose death had taken place 





since the last meeting of Council, as follows, 
members of Council. standing the while in 
tribute to their memory :—Mr. W. Fowle 
(Birkenhead), Lt-Col. J. A. Connell (Lichfield), 
Mr. J. E. Miller (Harwich), Mr. J. J. Garside 
(Stockport), Mr. W. C. Patrick (Mullingar), 
Mr. E. C. Winter (California), Dr. O. C. Bradley 
(Edinburgh), Mr. J. J. Fleury ae Major 
C. S. Northcott (Farnham), Mr. W.. Webster 
(Warminster), Mr. H. R. Laycock (Sheffield), 
Mr. F. Hallilay (Dewsbury), Mr. Adam Gibb 
(Dumfries) and Mr. J. L. Frood (Surbiton). 

The PRESIDENT addressed the Council as 
follows :— 

“The saddest part of every Council meeting 
which is held is the reading of the names of 
those, our old members, who have died. On 
this occasion, the list contains a particularly 
illustrious name—that of the late Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley. Tongues and pens more 
eloquent than mine have paid tribute to Dr. 
Bradley, and those who were more intimate with 
him have referred to some of his great qualities. 
Nevertheless, I knew Dr. Bradley fairly well, 
and every time I met him he impressed on me 
that here was a man of quite peculiar distinction, 
who would be an ornament to any profession, 
and who, by the kind disposal of the gods, was 
an ornament to ours. It is impossible for me to 
assess Dr. Bradley’s work, because much of it 
was represented in the numbers of those who 
were his students and are now dispersed far and 
wide, but who are all the better for having 
known him and for having been under his hands. 

“* At this meeting of Council, the first that has 
been held since Dr. Bradley’s death, I think it 
would be appropriate that a record should be 
inscribed in the minutes of the Association of 
the loss the profession feels by his death, and 
that a letter intimating this action should be 
sent to his relatives. 

‘* There are other names on the list less widely 
known than that of Dr. Bradley—all represent- 
ing equally a loss to those who are dear to them. 
To all who are bereaved we offer our deepest 
sympathy :— 

‘Every man goeth to his long home, 
And the mourners go about the streets.’ 

“ If you agree with the course I have suggested 
I move accordingly.” 

Council having expressed assent, Mr. 
McINTOSH asked to be allowed, in a few words, 
to supplement what their President had said, 
particularly with regard to Dr. Bradley. He 
thought he could claim to have known Dr. 
Bradley for a longer period than anybody in 
that room—nearly fifty years—and he had 
already paid a small tribute to his memory in 
the columns of the Association’s journal. He 
would not recapitulate what he had said. It 
was quite true, as the President had remarked, 
that Dr. Bradley’s was a unique personality, 
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full of charm, cultured, yet never seeking the 
limelight, and wholly content with doing his 
duty. As members of the Council of the 
‘* National,” they remembered with appreciative 
admiration the fact that it was Dr. Bradley who 
was primarily responsible for the re-organisation 
of the Association in 1914. He would like to 
associate himself with what had been so well 
said by their President in regard to Dr. Bradley. 

Resignations.—The SECRETARY now reported 
the receipt of resignations from membership 
from the following : Mr. G. E. Gibson (Oakham), 
Lt.-Col. F. J. MeCall (Kenya), Lt.-Col. W. H. 
Nicol (Edinburgh), Major F. L. Gooch (Stam- 
ford), Mr. T. Dunne (Omagh), Mr. J. Mullany 
(Ballina), Mr. J. Loughran (Aughnacloy) and 
Mr. W. A. Simson (Cape Province) (temporary). 

Mr. MALE said that it was with much regret 
that they would note amongst that list the name 
of Major F. L. Gooch, of Stamford. He desired 
to move “ That this Council recommends to 
Annual General Meeting that Major Frederick 
Leeds Gooch be made an Honorary Member of 
the Association.”” Mr. Male said that he was 
prompted to put forward that nfiotion because 
Major Gooch was one of the oldest and most 
loyal members of the Association. 

Major DEVINE, seconding the motion, said 
that he knew of no veterinary practitioner who 
was keener on attending meetings of the various 
societies affiliated to the N.V.M.A., particularly 
the Midland Counties and the veterinary 
societies in East Anglia. If other practitioners 
gave the same support to the Association as had 
been given by Mr. Gooch in the past, the 
‘* National ’’ would have been much stronger. 

Continuing, Major DeVine said that the 
presentation of those resignations raised the old 
question as to whether or not anything was to 
be done to meet, by way of a subscription redue- 
tion, the case of two members of the Association 
in partnership, where the receipt of only one 
copy of the Association’s journal was therefore 
required. It could be no uncommon occurrence 
where such a partnership was entered into ,for 
one partner only to enter into membership of 
the ‘‘ National ’’ because it was uneconomic on 
their part to get two copies of the Veterinary 
Record, one of which was not required. — 

The motion put forward by Mr. Male was now 
put to the meeting and carried without further 
discussion. 

Members “‘ in arrears.’’—The SECRETARY Dow 
read the list of names of members, N.V.M.A., 
in arrear with their 1937 subscriptions. 

The PRESIDENT said that in accordance with 
Article 30 he moved that these names be deleted 
from the roll of membership of the Association. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. McINnTosH 
and carried. 

Election of New Members.—The SECRETARY 





now presented the following list of members of 
the profession, who, having duly filled in the 
requisite forms of nomination and paid their 
subscriptions, applied for membership of the 
Association : Messrs. R. 8S. Audas (Bridlington), 
W. B. Brownie (Wolverhampton), D. W. P. 
Bythell (Bridgnorth), M. N. Conway (Naas), 
J. J. Cosgrove (Kildare), D. Evans (Rayleigh), 
M. H. C. Glyn (Cambridge), C. J. N. Godfrey 
(Warminster), John Heath (West Bromwich), 
Sean Hyde (Cork), J. E. Kenny (Dun Laoghaire), 
G. C. Lancaster (Evesham), D. McFarlane 
(Glasgow), E. W. F. MacLeish (Formby), T. 
MeWillian (Nottingham), A. Mair (Ministry of 
Agriculture), C. W. Makinson (Thornton Cleve- 
leys), J. Martin (Wellington), Miss K. M. 
Massey (Hale), Messrs. J. J. Murdoch (Dundee), 
J. P. Nowlan (Dublin), T. F. O’Brien (Dublin), 
P. O'Malley (Castlebar), M. J. O’Meara (Pallas- 
green), W. G. Pevie (Cambridge), Miss L. H. 
Phillips (Storrington), Messrs. 8S. G. Poles 
(Ashbourne), Z. B. Rutherford (Fordingbridge), 
R. Scoular (Portsmouth), G. Sileock (Ministry 
of Agriculture), A. Skea (Kirkwall), F. St. G. 
Sleith (Dublin), A. M. Smith (Balloch), R. F. 
Taylor (Glasgow), D. H. Thomas (Whitland), 
C. B. Thompson (Rugby), J. E. Turnbull 
(Tanganyika), J. Ward (Manchester), P.S. Watts 
(Cambridge), D. Scott Weir (Aberdare), John 
White (Dublin), J. W. Whittick (London), 
A. C. Wilson (Berkhamsted) and J. C. Young 
(Chingford), together with the following whose 
names had been received subsequent to the issue of 
theagenda: Messrs. H. H. Brodie (Greenock),A. G. 
Gordon (Magherafelt), J. R. Hodgkins (Cairo), 
C. A. Murray (R.A.V.C.), J. Richards (Bristol), 
T. E. G. Rutter (Malta), T. S. Skinner (Kirk- 
caldy), A. A. Abbott (London), T. P. Briscoe 
(Derby), J. S. Garside (Bristol), R. E. Hirtes 
(Sheffield), G. Johnson (Orkney), J. C. Marginson 
(Preston), A. E. Wood (Purley), M. C. W. 
MeMahon (Dublin), R. A. 8S. Wilson (Luton), 
A. E. Anderson (Dublin), H. F. MceCaughan 
(Sligo), A. Millar (Bishops Stortford), F. C. 
O’Rorke (R.A.V.C.), E. 8. Pindar (Lincoln), 
J. M. Robertson (Kyle), Manuel J. Torres 
(Colombia), D. N. Walker (Aberdeen), J. T. 
Morton (Stratford-on-Avon), F. P. Lawton 
(Warrington), J. R. Ellison (Sudan), Wm. 
Cormack (Lerwick), A. F. Ritchie (Belfast), 
Eugen Kaufmann (London), Ian E. Nicol 
(Betchworth), A. Leason (Stafford), G. H. 
Livésey (Blackheath) and H. Thornton (New- 
castle-on-Tyne). 

The PRESIDENT said that he had much pleasure 
in moving that the ladies and gentlemen whose 
names they had heard be elected members of 
the Association. 


The motion having been carried with acclama- 
tion, the SECRETARY informed the Council that 
the membership roll now stood at 1,979, which 
was the highest figure yet attained. (Applause.) 




















February 12th, 1938. 


Reports of Standing Committees 
Organising Committee. 

In the absence of the Chairman of this com- 
mittee (Captain J. R. Rider), the following 
report was read by the SECRETARY, the PRESI- 
DENT moving its reception and adoption, Mr. 
TupoR HuGHES seconding, and the motion 
being carried without discussion :— 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was 
held at 36, Gordon Square, on Monday, January 
3rd, 1938, when it was decided that Captain 
J. R. Rider be informed that it was desired that 
he should continue as Chairman of the committee 
for the ensuing year. 


In the absence of Captain Rider, the President 
occupied the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 


With regard to the Memorandum circulated 
by the committee containing recommendations 
for the more uniform arrangement of schemes 
for providing free treatment of sick animals of 
the poor in conjunction with the R.S.P.C.A., as 
replies had been received from a few of the 
Divisions only, it was agreed to await the receipt 
of the views of the remainder, before dealing 
further with this matter. 


It was reported to the committee that the 
proposed meeting to discuss the matters affecting 
the Leeds Clinic raised by the Yorkshire 
Division had not yet taken place, owing to the 
difficulty in arranging a date convenient to all 
parties concerned. Two further letters from the 
Yorkshire Division on this matter were laid 
before the committee. 

It was decided that a further attempt should 
be made to —— a meeting within as short 
a time as possible, and that Headquarters, 
R.S.P.C.A. be apprised of the necessity for this 
meeting. : 


Letters were read to the committee from the 
three veterinary surgeons practising in Folke- 
stone passing comment on the communications 
addressed to them by the Association’s Sub- 
committee on Free Treatment Schemes. 


It was agreed to defer any decision on what 
further action should be taken in this instance 
till the committee were_able to consider fully 
the report of the South-Eastern Division on the 
Memorandum on Free Treatment Schemes. 


A communication from the Chief Secretary of 
the R.S.P.C.A. was laid before the committee 
explaining steps which were being taken on the 
initiative of that Society with the object of the 
co-ordination and development on a _ national 


basis of — for euthanasia of small. 
i 


animals and birds provided by the various 
animal welfare societies and the veterinary 
profession, and their extension to areas where 
no such facilities exist. The committee were 
pleased to learn from this letter that the Associa- 
tion would be consulted as to what could be 
done in this direction, as soon as information 
had been collected regarding the facilities 
presently available. 


It was agreed that Major Dunkin be supplied 
with a copy of this communication and informed 
that it was the earnest hope of the committee 
that he would consent to keep in touch with 
the R.S.P.C.A. in this matter, and in conjunction 
with Mr. H. W. Griffiths to take whatsoever 
action they may deem fit. 
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—— —_ a _— _ a 


Parliamentary Committee. 


The report of this committee was read as 
follows by Mr. WArTson (Chairman), who moved 
its reception and adoption, Mr. BECKETT 
seconding, and the motion being carried without 
discussion :— 


A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee 
was held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Mon- 
day, January 3rd, 1938. 

r. A, H. Watson was appointed Chairman of 
the committee for the ensuing year. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

The committee received replies from the Cattle 
Breed Societies to the Association’s enquiry 
whether they would support the N.V.M.A., in 
urging that the sale of tuberculin should be 
restricted to members of the medical and veter- 
inary professions, These replies showed that, of 
the eleven societies which had responded, only 
four were definitely willing to give the Associa- 
tion their support. Having thus explored the 
position, the committee feels that in view of 
the lack of outside support for this proposal, 
no useful purpose would be served by taking 
further action. 

A reply was received from the Ministry of 
Health in reference to the Association’s sugges- 
tion that there should be a_ veterinary 
representative at the Ministry of Health. The 
Ministry stated that although, at present, no 
veterinary medical officer was on the head- 

uarters medical staff of the Ministry, the 
Jepartment were in close touch with representa- 
tive bodies of the veterinary profession and 
utilised the services of Lieut.-Colonel ; 
Simpson in a _ consulting capacity. It was 
decided to continue pressing the Ministry to 
appoint a full-time veterinary representative. 

A letter was read from the Home Office in 
reply to the Associatiop’s communication on the 

uestion of the exemption of veterinary surgeons 
rom jury service. In this reply the Home Office 
pointed out that the present liability to jury 
service could only be altered by legislation. No 
such legislation was at present in prospect, and 
the Secretary of State could say no more than 
that the Association’s representations had been 
noted for consideration in the event of the 
question coming under review. 

At the request of the R.S.P.C.A. consideration 
was given to a private Bill to prohibit the dock- 
ing and nicking of horses and the importation of 
docked and nicked horSes, together with state- 
ments on the subject by Swedish veterinary 
associations. 

Since the Bill allows for the surgical docking 
of the horse’s tail when certified as necessary 
by a veterinary surgeon, it was decided to 
recommend that Council should- advise the 
R.S.P.C.A. that the Bill had the support of the 
Association. 

Copies were laid before the committee of the 
Third Interim Report of the Local Government 
and Public Health Consolidation Committee and 
of the draft of. a Food and Drugs Bill prepared 
by that committee. 

These were referred for consideration and 
report to a sub-committee consisting of the 
President, the Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Committee, Major Brennan DeVine, Major J. G. 
McGregor, Mr. H. T. Matthews and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge. ; 

It was decided to draw the attention of the 
Scottish Branch to the institution of a Depart- 
mental Committee to consider the _ similar 
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consolidation of Scottish Local Government and 
Public Health Statutes, and to advise that Branch 
of the appointment by the N.V.M.A. of the above- 
mentioned sub-committee. 


Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Comunittee. 


The report of this committee was read as 
follows by its Chairman (Captain J. R. BARKER), 
who moved its reception and adoption :— 


The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met at 36, Gordon Square, on Monday, 
January 3rd, 1938 

Captain J. R. Barker was appointed Chairman 
of the committee for the ensuing year. é 

The business was mainly confined to approving 
the minutes of the previous meeting, as no matters 
had arisen during the past quarter requiring 
consideration by that committee, since recent 
developments in connection with veterinary 
officers and veterinary public health have become 
more particularly the concern of the Consultative 
Committee, and presumably this position will 
continue until the work of that Special Committee 
is completed. 


Major OvER having seconded, Captain BARKER 
said that before the motion was put he felt that 
he ought to pay a tribute to the good work and 
long service contributed to that committee by 
Major Rabagliati as its Chairman. (Hear, hear.) 

There being no discussion, the motion was 
carried. 


Appointments Committee. 


Major DEVINE (Chairman) read and moved 
the reception and adoption of the following 
report, Mr. McINTOSH seconding :— 


The Appointments Committee met at 36, 
Gordon Square, on Monday, January 3rd, when 
Major Brennan DeVine was re-appointed Chair- 
man, but in his absence the President presided 
over the meeting. é 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read. ‘ ; 

In reply to the Association’s representations, 
a letter was read from the Ministry of Agriculture 
intimating that the question of the employment 
on part-time duties of retired veterinary 
inspectors of the Ministry had been reviewed, 
and that it had been decided that in future 
these officers shall not be excluded from such 
employment. 

Consideration was given to a letter from the 
Colonial Office in which it was intimated that 
the Secretary of State did not feel that in existing 
circumstances any useful purpose would be 
served by his receiving a deputation with regard 
to the post of Adviser on Animal Health, as 
proposed by the Association, 

It was thought that the best course to pursue 
was that of giving effect to the recommendation 
of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
by appointing the Chairman of the Appointments 
Committee, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge and Mr. John 
Smith, as an Advisory Sub-committee on over- 
sea services, with power to add to their number 
from members with experience of conditions 
abroad, and to refer to that sub-committee the 
foregoing letter from the Colonial Office. 

To the same sub-committee were also referred, 
communications from the Nigerian Veterinary 
Association on conditions in the Colonial Service, 
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t adopted by the full committee 
that the various Dominion veterinary associa- 
tions should be informed that the N.V.M.A. 
considered salaries and other conditions in the 
Colonies to be unsatisfactory and requesting 
their assistance in the Association’s endeavour 
to bring about improvements. 

rhe committee endorsed the action of_ the 
Chairman in acceding to the request of the Hon. 
Secretary of the Veterinary Medical Association 
of Ireland by causing to be inserted in the 
Velerinary Record early in November a notice 
asking members who contemplated applying for 
certain temporary and non-pensionable posts as 
Veterinary Examiners in the Department of 
Agriculture (Irish Free State) to communicate 
first with the V.M.A. of Ireland. 

A letter subsequently received from the V.M.A. 
of Ireland was read, giving, for the future guid- 
ance of the committee, the salaries acceptable 
to that Association for permanent established 
posts and temporary non-pensionable appoint- 
ments with the Government of the Irish Free 
State, applications for which may from time to 
time be invited by advertisement in the 
Veterinary Record. 


The PRESIDENT said that before putting that 
report to the meeting he thought he should point 
out that the words “ Chairman of the Appoint- 
ments Committee ” appearing in paragraph 5 of 
the report referred, of course, to Major DeVine 
himself. 

The motion for the reception and adoption of 
the report was carried without discussion. 


and a suggestion 


Finance and General Purposes Committee. 


The PRESIDENT said that two reports from 
this committee had been circulated to members 
of Council. There was a third report to be 
presented on account of a meeting of the com- 
mittee which was held that morning. 

Captain BARKER read the supplementary 
document and moved the reception and adoption 
of the three reports, which were as follows :— 


_ A meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee was held at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, 
on Friday, October 22nd, 1937. 

_ There were present the President (Captain D. 
Campbell) in the Chair, Captain J. R. Barker, 
Mr. H. W. Steele-Bodger r. H. E. Bywater, 
Major Brennan DeVine, Major H. Kirk, Major 
J. G. McGregor, Professor W. M. Mitchell, Major 
D. S. Rabagliati, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, the Hon. 
Secretary (Captain J. R. Rider) and the Hon. 
Treasurer (Captain W. G. Wragg). 

_Apologies for absence were received from 
Captain J. C, Coleman, Mr. H. W. Dawes and 
— R. Simpson. 

he minutes of the previous meeting, as circu- 
lated, were taken as read, confirmed and signed. 
Arising :— 

re No. 36, Gordon Square. 

(i) The committee approved the arrange- 
ments made for supplying hot water in the 
ground floor cloakroom and for the use of 
the sub-tenant, and Major Kirk was thanked 
for his assistance in this connection. 

(ii) The Secretary reported that a licence 
had been granted by the Bedford Estate for 
building alterations necessary to the pro- 
vision of a bathroom for the caretaker. 

(iii) The committee authorised the fixing 
of a suitable retarding device to the front 
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door and also agreed to the peenutonre of 
an estimate secured by Major Kirk for 
improving the ventilation of the Committee 
Room at a cost of £12 10s. 0d. 

In the course of considering the foregoing 
matters relative to 36, Gordon Square, several 
members questioned the suitability of the 
Committee Room for meetings of the Council, 
and it was subsequently agreed that the next 
meeting in January should be held at the 
Connaught Rooms. 

Also arising, it was reported:— 

(iv) That Dr. Stableforth and Professor 
Dalling had considered the request from the 
Import Duties Advisory Committee for the 
Association’s views on increasing the import 
duty on compounded medicines, etc., and 
the committee approved the letter which, on 
the advice of these two members, had been 
sent in reply and which was to the effect 
that the Association was in favour of higher 
duties on these products and substances 
with, however, certain exceptions. 

(v) Further consideration of the question 
of legal expenses was deferred till the 
receipt of a report from the sub-committee. 

Centralised Veterinary Service.—I1t was 
reported that the Consultative Committee had met 
during the morning to consider the scales of 
salaries approved by the Treasury for the new 
Centralised Service. The Finance Committee 
approved the attitude towards those scales which 
the Consultative Committee had decided upon. 

Supply of the “ Veterinary Record” to Members 
of the Australian Veterinary Association.—The 
committee had before it the reply from the 
Australian Veterinary Association, and after 
further deliberation it was agreed to advise that 
Association that the N.V.M.A. was prepared to 
supply the “ Velerinary Record” to their 
members at the cost price of £1 Os. Od. sterling 
per annum, on the understanding that the 
arrangement would be .reviewed at the end of a 
trial period of two years, 

Matters Remitted by Council. 
(i) Motion by Dr. Hare:— 

“That this Council issues an appeal for 
contributions towards the payment of the 
legal costs of Mr. John Willett in the case 
of the P.D.S.A. v, Willett.” 

During the discussion upon this motion, a 
circular was read inviting contributions to a 
fund for providing similar assistance which had 
been opened by three members of the professjon. 

It was eventually decided to advise the 
Council that in the opinion of the committee 
the N.V.M.A. should take no part, as a body, in 
initiating any such appeal, 

(ii) Consideration was given to the following 


Resolutions from the Society of Veterinary ° 


Practitioners :— 


(a) This Society is of opinion that it is 
highly and urgently desirable, in view 
of the advent of the new State Veter- 
inary Service, that “ refresher” courses 
of instruction in methods of diagnosis 
should be set up in as many centres as 
are necessary and made available to all 
officers in the Service desirous of 
attending them. 

The Society is greatly impressed by 
the post-graduate facilities for medical 
pencsnapere as recently agreed upon 
yy the Ministry of Health and the British 
Medical Association and suggests that 
the National Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion should approach the Minister of 
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Agriculture with a view to obtaining 
similar facilities for the veterinary 
profession. 

The Society earnestly requests the 
Association to appoint a special com- 
mittee to consider these matters in all 
their aspects and to report thereon, 

(b) This Society asks the N.V.M.A. to submit 
evidence to the Departmental Committee 
on veterinary education showing the 
desirability of instituting refresher 
courses for members of the profession, 

After discussion, these Resolutions were passed 
to a sub-committee consisting of the President, 
the Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Captain 
Barker, Mr, Steele-Bodger, Professor Mitchell and 
Major Rabagliati for report. 

Milk Legislation.—It was agreed that inquiries 
be made into a report that the Government 
contemplated the consolidation. of legislation 
affecting the production and sale of milk and 
that any information so obtained should’ be 
placed before a joint meeting of the Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health and Parliamentary 
Committees. 

Chairmen on Standing Commiltees.It'- was 
decided to give consideration at the next meeting 
to a suggestion that it is desirable that the 
Chairman of a Standing Committee should be 
selected only from the members of that com- 
mittee who are alsq members of Council. 

Salary of the General Secretary.—The President 
read a letter which he had received from the 
General Secretary and it was agreed that the 
matter of his salary should be reviewed further 
at the next meeting of the committee. 





A meeting of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee was held on Tuesday, November 30th, 
1937, at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1. 

There were present Captain D. Campbell 
(President), Captain J. R. Barker, Mr. H. W. 
Steele-Bodger, Captain J.C. Coleman, Major 
Hamilton Kirk, Major J. G. MeGregor, Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh, Professor W. M. Mitchell, Captain R. 
Simpson, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge and Captain 
W. G. Wragg. 

Apologies for absence were read from Mr. 
H. W. Dawes, Major DeVine and Major Rabagliati. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, as circu- 
lated, were taken as read and signed as correct. 
Arising :— 

(1) A report was received from the Sub- 
Committee on . Legal Expenses’ and 
adopted. , 

(2) A report was also received from the sub- 
committee on resolutions from the 
Society of Veterinary Practitioners on 
the subject of “ refresher” courses. As 
support was accorded to the proposal 
that. these post-graduate * courses’ be 
instituted, it was decided to make 
representations to the Ministry” of 
Agriculture and to the Departmental 
Committee on Veterinary Education. 

Also arising: 

It was resolved to recommend to Council 
that the chairmen of Standing Committees 
should be selected from the members of the 
committees who are also members of Council. 

Resumed consideration of a letter from the 
General Secretary regarding his salary led to the 
committee deciding that in recognition of the 
great increase in the General Secretary’s work 
which had resulted from recent activities of the 
Association, he should be granted an honorarium 
of one hundred pounds (£100), to be paid as 
soon as arrangements could be made. This action, 





198 No. 7. Von. 50. 





it was to be understood, did not commit the 
Association to any future policy in regard to 
emoluments. 

Matters Left Over from Previous Meeting.— 
Letters were read from The Times inviting the 
Association to take advertising space in the 
British Agriculture special number to appear on 
February ist, 1938. It was decided to advise 
The Times that no. action could be taken, on 
account of the high cost per page quoted by 
that publication. 

Correspondence.—A copy of the Rules of the 
recently formed Hong Kong Veterinary Associa- 
tion having been received and found to be 
satisfactory, the committee recommend that the 
affiliation of that Society should be confirmed. 

In view of the opinions expressed by the mem- 
bers of the Association who had been consulted, 
it was agreed that the Association should not 
contribute to the Manufacturing Chemist an 
article on proprietary veterinary products of the 
nature desired by the Editor of that periodical. 

The committee instructed the Secretary to 
thank a member for his letter drawing attention 
to difficulties encountered by him in running his 
practice. 

At this stage the President vacated the Chair, 
and Captain Barker took his place as Chairman. 

The committee endorsed the action of the 
President in nominating Dr. W. R. Wooldridge as 
the Association’s representative on the British 
Standards Institution’s Cod-Liver Oil Sub- 
Committee in response to an invitation from that 
body. It was felt that the Association’s views 
on standardisation of veterinary cod-liver oil 
could be adequately conveyed by the Associa- 
tion’s representative, and it was left to him to 
obtain any information he may desire in any 
way he thought fit. 

It was reported that Professor Dalling, Mr. 
J. E. Wilson and Captain J. R. Rider, had on 
November 23rd, given oral evidence on behalf 
of the Association to the Poultry Technical Com- 
mittee of Great Britain. 

Grants to Welsh Branch.—lIt was agreed that 
the newly formed Welsh Branch should be 
accorded the same allowances as the Scottish 
Branch, viz., £5 a meeting with a maximum of 
£20 per annum and £5 5s. 0d. per annum for 
clerical assistance, stationery, etc. 

Euthanasia Committee.—In the light of a letter 
from the Chairman of the Euthanasia Committee, 
it was agreed to pay Miss Tuck, of the National 
Institute of Medical Research, an honorarium of 
£2 2s. Od. as a mark of appreciation of the 
services she had rendered in connection with the 
work of the Euthanasia Committee. 

Books on Loan.—The Secretary reported that 
there had been placed in the Editorial Depart- 
ment’s library a number of text books which at 
the instigation of Major Kirk had been lent to 
the Association by the R.C.V.S. Library. 

Financial Statement and Hon, Treasurer's 
Report.—The financial statement for September 
and October was presented, together with the 
Hon. Treasurer’s report on the approximate 
position at the end of November. Authorisation 
was given for the payment of outstanding 
liabilities. 

Arising, the Hon. Treasurer was authorised to 
arrange with Lloyd’s Bank for a temporary over- 
draft not exceeding £500. 

International Veterinary Congress.—Attention 
was drawn to the fact that according to the 
itinerary of the tour arranged by the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, delegates to the 
International Veterinary Congress from the 
United States would have a free afternoon in 
London on July 22nd, 1938. 
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It was agreed that at the next meeting the 
committee should go into the question of enter- 
taining their American colleagues during that 
visit. 


The Finance and General Purposes Committee 
held a further meeting on Tuesday, January 4th, 
€ 8. 


The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and 
approved, the committee being agreed that the 
honorarium which it is prapecee to grant to the 
General Secretary should be recommended to 
the Council for approval. 

Consideration was given to a request from 
the Editorial representative for an increase in 
salary. It was decided to refer this request to 
the Editorial Committee. 

Estimates were submitted from Messrs. H. R. 
Grubb, Ltd., for printing further supplies of the 
Euthanasia Report and Poultry Diseases Hand- 
book; a decision was deferred until estimates 
had been obtained for larger numbers of copies 
than had been quoted in the estimate before the 
committee. 

Authority was given for the part-exchange 

urchase of a new machine for addressing 

ecord wrappers, etc., in place of the existing 
14-years’-old machine. The question of renewing 
other office equipment was postponed to the next 
meeting. 

The receipt was reported from Messrs. S. H. 
Cannon and Co., Ltd., of a cheque for £52 5s. 0d. 
representing the amount due to the Association 
for the benefit of veterinary benevolent funds 
from policies under the Motor and the Personal 
Accident Insurance Schemes issued during 1935. 
It was agreed to recommend that this amount 
be divided equally between the two veterinary 
benevolent societies. 

A letter was received from the Hon. Secretary 
of the British National Committee for the 
Thirteenth International Veterinary Congress, 
1938, requesting a donation from the N.V.M.A. 
to a fund for assisting reporters nominated by 
that committee with their expenses in attending 
the International Congress. A_ decision was 
deferred pending inquiries into the amount likely 
to be needed by the British National Committee 
and the probable state of the Association’s 
financial affairs in 1938. 

Authority was given for the payment of the 
annual subscription to the Parliamentary Science 
Committee for 1938. 

It was reported that the additional evidence, 
referring to “refresher” courses, had been sub- 
mitted to the Inter-Departmental Committee on 
veterinary education and that the Association’s 
letter on the same subject to the Ministrv 
of Agriculture had been’ promised careful 
consideration. 


Mr. STEELE-BODGER seconded the motion, 
which was earried. 

Dr. Tom HARE sought and secured from the 
President permission to raise a question upon it. 
He asked what was the present position of the 
* Willett > fund—could any of the members 
who kindly undertook to organise that fund tell 
them what state it was in ? 

Major DEVINE commented that as that was 
not a “ National ’’ matter he did not think it 
was open for discussion by the Council. 

The PRESIDENT suggested to Dr. Hare that 


the information he sought might be obtained 


privately. 
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Dr. HARE replied that that matter had been 
considered by a Committee since he made a 
motion upon it to the Council, and he entered a 
protest against the following wording in the 
report of that Committee: ‘It was eventually 
decided to advise the Council that in the opinion 
of the Committee the N.V.M.A. should take no 
part, as a body, in initiating any such appeal.” 
He thought they might have worded that much 
more tactfully. While the Committee might 
have considered it politic to have taken the 
action they had decided upon, such wording did 
not encourage members of that Council to make 
known their views or to try and obtain the 
support of their colleagues. As the matter was 
finished with he should not proceed any further 
than to issue the protest he had made and to 
express the hope that in future they would give 
attention to the point he (Dr. Hare) emphasised 
in his speech, that if they did not support their 
colleagues in their troubles they could not very 
well expect their senior officers in the profession 
to give of their best in working for it. 

The PRESIDENT: ‘“ Thank you, Dr. Hare. 
The report has been adopted by the Council.” 


Editorial Committee. 


In the absence of the Chairman (Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge) this report was read as follows by 
Mr. STEELE-BODGER :— 


Dr. Wooldridge has been re-appointed Chair- 
man of the committee for the year 1937-38, with 
Mr. Steele-Bodger and Mr. Pool as Vice-Chairmen. 
The committee have to record, with much regret, 
the resignation, after a long period of valued 
service, of Captain Brayley Reynolds, on account 
of his inability to attend the meetings owing to 
a change of circumstances within his practice. 
As Mr. Formston was unable to accept member- 
ship, two vacancies on the committee now exist, 
and the committee wish to nominate Mr. C. E. 
Woodrow, of Chiswick, and Mr. N. S. Barron, of 
Reading, to fill them. 

The problems raised by the arrangements to 
be made for the establishment of the Centralised 
Veterinary Service in accordance with the 
provisions of the Agriculture Act, 1937, have been 
reflected in the editorial and correspondence 
columns of the Record throughout the quarter. 
Every effort has been made to support the 
executive in its endeavours to co-operate with 
the Ministry and to safeguard the interests of 


members of the eater eg though the enjoinder. 
i 


to regard as confidential the details disclosed by 
the Ministry to the Association’s Consultative 
Committee—an enjoinder necessary to successful 
consultation—has proved an obstacle to the 
fulfilment of the Editorial Committee’s desire to 
keep members adequately informed both of the 
progress of negotiations and that of all the 
measures for the establishment of the new 
service, 

In accordance with the terms of the remit 
from Council, the Editorial Committee, after 
giving the matter very careful attention at several 
meetings, prepared a list of subjects for papers, 
authors and openers of discussions for the 1938 
Congress of the Association, and forwarded it 
to the Provisional Committee. That committee 
having made only very limited acceptance of the 
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suggestions put forward by the Editorial Com- 
mittee, it was resolved “ That this committee ask 
the Council to reconsider last -year’s proposals 
for a special committee to decide upon anisaie 
and authors of papers to be read at the Annual 
Congress.” 

The volume of material for the Record 
received from the customary sources has been 
well maintained, but the section devoted to 
reviews has been strengthened by the practice of 
approaching publishers for review copies of all 
works likely to be of interest to members of 
the profession. 

The committee are glad to be able to inform 
the Council that there is every indication that 
the amount of display advertising secured for 
— will be fully maintained throughout 

The committee feel that it would not be fitting 
to close this report of their activities without 
reference to the very special loss, from the 
committee’s point of view, sustained in the death 
of Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, who literally to the 
end of, his wonderful life of service to the 
profession never failed to meet the many 
demands made upon him for assistance in many 
aspects of the committee’s work. 

Mr. STEELE-BoDGER said that he would 
like to add that he thought that probably 
the last work that Dr. Bradley did was to 
review the work of a continental writer on 
anatomy for that Association, that review being 


published subsequent to his death. 


Dr. STABLEFORTH having seconded the motion, 
Major Kirk said that he thought that the report 
asked for a ruling from that Council regarding 
Congress papers. 


In reply to Professor BODDIE, the PRESIDENT 
said that as a practical measure, the relative 
passages in the report could hardly apply to the 
1938 Congress. 


Dr. STABLEFORTH, a member of the Editorial 
Committee, said that he thought the intention 
of the Committee was perfectly clear, that the 
reconsideration of last year’s proposals for a 
special committee to decide upon subjects and 
authors of papers to be read at the Annual 
Congress could not be applied to the 1938 
meeting. The Committée had spent a consider- 
able amount of time in making recommendations: 
these were returned by the Provisional Com- 
mittee with most of the suggestions unadopted, 
the suggestions being dismissed rather abruptly. 
In these circumstances, the Cominittee felt it 
would be well to ask the Council to consider 
whether it would not be better to have a special 
committee. 


The PRESIDENT asked if, in the event of the 
report being adopted, it would meet the wishes 
of the Editorial Committee if their resolution 
came forward as a separate resolution at a later 
date, so that the original resolution could be 
before the Council as well. 


Mr. STEELE-BODGER accepted the suggestion 
on behalf of the Editorial Committee, and the 
report was adopted without further discussion. 
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PROGRESS REPORT OF THE PROVISIONAL 
COMMITTEE 


The following report, supplied by the Hon. 
Local Secretary, Mr. Alex. Thomson, was read 
by the SECRETARY, and was received with 
applause :— 


Two meetings of the Provisional Committee, 
one meeting of the Executive Committee, and 
several —~_r og of the Emergency Committee 
have been held. ; 

Arising out of these meetings, the skeleton of 
the Congress programme has been formed and a 
number of the details settled. 

The location of the meetings will be the con- 
cert hall of the Empire Exhibition, which the 
committee think will be very well suited for 
the purpose, and will allow of the ladies having 
ample time to see the wonders of the Exhibition. 

A list of good hotels has been drawn_up, and 
accommodation for 500 has been assured subject 
to bookings being made early. 

The Central Hotel has been fixed as the head- 
uarters hotel, and the annual banquet and 

resident’s reception will be held there. 

Arrangements have been made for the Veter- 
inary Benevolent Dance. 

No definite information is to hand regarding 
the civic reception, but it is understood that the 
matter will come before the civic authorities at 
an early date. This matter can be taken as 
likely to be passed. 

_A list of subjects for papers and demonstra- 
tions has been drawn up, but as full replies have 
not yet been received from the members 
approached, the matter must be considered as 
still under discussion. 

A whole-day excursion by steamer embracing 
the Firth of Clyde and the Kyles of Bute, is at 
present under discussion and will be, the com- 
mittee feels sure, one of the most interesting 
trips yet staged by any Congress. Several short 
excursions are also being planned which promise 
to be both interesting and instructive. 

_The Cathkin Braes Golf Club have agreed to 
give facilities for the playing off of the golf 
competition on Wednesday, September 7th. This 
course is one of the most sporting courses around 
Glasgow, situated to the south of the city, and 
within about 20 minutes’ journey; from the 
course a very extensive view of the surrounding 
country is obtained. 

_In the limited time which has been at, the 
disposal of the committee the progress made can 
be considered satisfactory. This is due in no 
small measure to the enthusiasm and willingness 
of the members of the committee to help in 
every way possible. 


The PRESIDENT said that he welcomed the 
warm approval which had been accorded 
that report from the Provisional Committee. 
He regretted, however, that he had not been 
able himself to attend many of the meetings 
and, therefore, he could not enlarge upon it in 
any way. 


Centralisation of Public Veterinary Services 


REPORT OF SPECIAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

The next item on the agenda was “‘ To receive 
a report of the Special Consultative Committee, 
N.V.M.A., on the Centralisation of Public 
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Veterinary Services on developments that had 
occurred since the emergency meeting of Counci! 
on December 23rd, 1937.’’ This report included 
the following Resolution :— 

“That this Association deplores the 
omission of powers to include the entire 
public health veterinary services within the 
new Centralised Service and pledges itself 
to continue to press the necessity for such 
a change.” 


The SECRETARY said that acknowledgment 
had been received from the Ministry of Agri- 
culture of the letter that had been addressed 
to the Minister by the Association on January 
1st, with the intimation that the Minister was 
at present in his constituency and that the 
letter would be laid before him at the first 
opportunity. 

The PRESIDENT, moving the reception and 
adoption of the report, said that it was really 
just a progress report, but it contained a resolu- 
tion to be referred to Council. 

The motion was seconded by Major 
McGREGOR. 

Professor MITCHELL observed that he would 
like to have that resolution explained a little 
further. 

The PRESIDENT replied that it referred largely 
to meat inspection and to certain matters of 
dairy hygiene, etc. The Association’s repre- 
sentatives on the very first occasion on which 
they met the Minister, impressed upon him the 
desirability of including these services in any 
centralised scheme of that kind, and they had 
continued from time to time to put that forward 
as the view of the Association—that the Associa- 
tion would not be satisfied until these were 
included in the Government scheme. The 
present Act specifically excluded them. 


Major DEVINE said that he wished to ask 
if they might have an expression of opinion 
from the Council as to what action the Council 
desired should be taken in the event of the 
Minister refusing to receive a deputation. 


Mr. CHIPPERFIELD said that if the Minister 
refused to meet the Association, it would then 
be a case of a fight, and the question arose, 
how were they going to fight—strikes and the 
like were not practicable. They had got to be 
prepared to put up a long-term policy of 
resistance to the Ministry of Agriculture on 
behalf of the profession as a whole, and they 
would have to approach that fight in this way : 
it would have]|to be largely a fight by~ pro- 
paganda, through the veterinary, public and 
agricultural press, through the farmers indivi- 
dually and collectively through such bodies as the 
National Farmers’ Union, the County Councils’ 
Association and the Association of Municipal 
Corporations, and chiefly through Members of 
Parliament and both Houses of Parliament. 
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The campaign would have to be organised and 
conducted on a large scale. 

They had got to keep in the back of their minds 
what were their basic terms, i.e., the choice by 
the stockowner of the veterinary surgeon he 
wished to attend his stock, and the permanent 
inclusion of the practitioner in the scheme. 
They had got to carry on with every piece of 
propaganda they could command to force the 
Government to see that their scheme was 
unworkable without their co-operation. It was 
incumbent upon them to make up their minds 
now that they were united in a common policy ; 
they had to decide what they could do and 
get results from, and what they could not do. 

Major DEVINE said that he was hoping 
that they should have many more speakers 
on that subject, but he was very glad to hear 
the very sensible and well thought-out speech 
they had just heard. The position was that 
members of the Consultative Committee spent 
a lot of time coming to and from London and 
a lot of time in talking about that matter, 
and yet there was to be heard much ill-informed 
criticism on the text, “Why do they not do 
something ?”’ He was hoping, further, that 
the last speaker would put his ideas in the form 
of a proposal and that it would secure the 
support of the Council. 

Mr. STEELE-BoODGER thought that there were 
other ways which would commend themselves 
to the Council in addition to those outlined by 
Mr. Chipperfield. One was the refusal of the 
general practitioner to take assistants without 
a three-year bond, so.that the Ministry would 
not be in a position to do what they were doing 
now—that was, to take from practitioners 
assistants who had just begun to make them- 
selves truly useful to their principals. Another 
method was by the refusal to take pupils. If 
practitioners did not take pupils, the latter 
would not be able to qualify, and if they could 
not qualify they could not become members 
of the State veterinary service. Those were 
two ways in which he thought they might, if 
necessary, make their weight felt. 

His own feeling was that the proposals for 
the State service were being meted out piece- 


meal and he was, up to that date, unaware of. 


any single point upon which they had received 
satisfaction. As a rule, he was not pessimistic, 
but he must confess that to-day he was a 
pessimist. Unless the Association took a definite 
stand, the Ministry would get all they wanted : 
they must be prepared to draw the line some- 
where. It had been pointed out to him that 
even if the Ministry got all the whole-time 
officers for which they were asking, during the 
next twelve months, that would average out at 
less than ten officers¥per county; therefore, 
even temporarily, the scheme could not be 
worked without the practitioners. They must 








have security for the veterinary practitioner 
and for veterinary practice, for the stability of 
the veterinary profession as a whole. 

Mr. McIntTosH said that he was afraid 
he was not so closely associated with the 
activities of the profession to-day as he was some 
years ago, but he did hope that some spirit of 
compromise could be arrived at between the 
** powers that be ” and that Association, in the 
interest of all parties. He would urge the 
profession not to do anything too precipitately. 
Let them hope that the efforts of the Committee 
would result in an advance being made in the 
negotiations with the Ministry. He thought 
that the Committee had done extraordinarily 
good work up to now. Let them hope that the 
letter which was going forward now would 
result in the Minister giving re-consideration to 
the points raised: it would not be advisable, 
he thought, for the profession at this moment 
to show too much of the iron hand, as it were ; 
a spirit of compromise was, he thought, what 
they should desire and adopt. 

He was convinced, from a long experience, 
that unless the practitioner was allowed full 
participation in any scheme of animal health, 
the results would not be what they ought to 
be. But those points were yet to be decided, 
and he hoped and believed that there was still 
a possibility of getting the matter adjusted on a 
basis that would be satisfactory to all members 
of the profession. 

Dr. HARE asked Mr. McIntosh to give them 
the benefit of his long experience in suggesting 
what attitude they should adopt in the event 
of the refusal of the Minister to meet them. 

Mr. McINTOSH said that he was simply giving 
an expression of his own views in connection 
with that matter: what attitude they might 
take in the event of their being refused audience 
by the Minister was open to themselves, but 
he was suggesting that they were likely to get 
more one way than they were the other. He 
was one of those who had fought pretty well 
for the profession in the past, but this was a 
very important stage in the history of the 
profession, and it would be extremely unfor- 
tunate for the profession as well as for the 
public and for all concerned if. the scheme 
was not launched with the utmost goodwill on 
the part of everybody. Given the adoption 
of what he regarded as the right attitude, they 
might find that a scheme would be evolved 
which would give the profession all they wanted. 

Mr. MALE said that it had been suggested 
that the members did not appreciate perhaps 
all the work that the Consultative Committee 
had carried out on that matter. He, for one, 
would like to say there and then how much 
they all realised the immense amount of work, 
care and trouble that the members of the 
Consultative Committee had put forward in 
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that connection, and they were very grateful to 
them. (Hear, hear.) 

Their ideal was to get a wonderful service 
for the profession, and he was with them in that, 
but they could not get all that they wanted in 
that way. That service had to be built up, 
and if they could get the main principles 
accepted, other things might be added after- 
wards. With regard to those in municipal 
veterinary service, some of their duties were 
not included under the Act, and he was quite 
sure that in a few years they would be, and that 
the whole services—municipal and county 
services—would be in the centralised service. 
Therefore, he did not think they need have 
wasted very much time on that point. The 
main point he thought should be stressed 
was for the inclusion of the _ practitioner, 
and that was most important, not only for 
themselves and the profession in general, but 
for agriculture—he thought that the sooner 
agriculturalists and the Minister of Agriculture 
realised that, the better it would be for every- 
body concerned. He did hope, therefore, that 
the Committee would press for the proper 
inclusion of the practitioner in that service ; 
it was not a matter of money, it was a matter of 
principle. 

Major Kirk observed that Mr. McIntosh 
had spoken about a spirit of compromise, and 
very rightly, because he thought they were all 
agreed that there had been a very strong spirit 
of compromise on the veterinary side, but he had 
not yet heard of it being practised on the 
Ministry’ 8 side so far. 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD informed the Council that 
he had drafted a motion, but he had not detailed 
any lines of action. The motion read as follows : 

“That in the event of the Minister of 
Agriculture refusing to meet the wishes 
of the N.V.M.A. for a full exposition 
of the Ministry’ scheme, and of the 
non-acceptance of the Association’s basic 
terms, we request the President to call an 
emergency meeting of the Council’ to 
consider further action.” 


The PRESIDENT: ‘“‘ The President already has 
that power.” 


The motion was seconded by Mr. STEELE- 
BODGER. 


Professor MITCHELL said that until they had 
before them the scheme of the Ministry he did 
not like that idea of a fight. He felt that there 
still should be faith in the Minister. He 
remembered that at Bournemouth one of the 
things stressed by the Minister was that the 
practitioner should be taken into the scheme. 
He was just afraid that if the Association 
adopted a bellicose attitude they might antago- 
nise the Ministry still further. When there was 
no doubt that the practitioner was left out of 
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the scheme, then they should have to make.a 
fight, but they did not know that yet. 

Mr. LYLE STEWART said that he could not 
claim to have any close acquaintance with the 
details of the questions at issue: in fact, he 
knew nothing about the matter, but it seemed 
to him that in a controversial subject they 
should concentrate, not upon those things 
that had been said. but on saying those things 
that should be said, and he must say that he 
deplored the use of any strong language. He 
agreed with Mr. McIntosh entirely, despite 
the fact that the latter had failed to satisfy 
Dr. Hare with regard to future action. Ii 
they did use invective it might bolt the door 
and they might find themselves hampered in 
their efforts to re-open it. 

To his mind, their grievances were not very 
concrete. They were up against an Act of 
Parliament, and the Minister or his advisers 
could rule out of order any talk on the Associa- 
tion’s part of holding a pistol to their heads. 

He ventured to say to them that the estab- 
lishment of a State Veterinary Service was the 
finest thing that had happened in the profession, 
and he thought that the terms they had got were 
fairly good; many men would be benefited— 
a few would not be, but he was quite certain 
that if they proved themselves worthy, things 
would be improved for everybody and for 
the profession. He would certainly counsel 
that they should have no more of the use of 
such terms as “strike”? and “ban”; he 
thought they should follow a moderate policy. 
Let them press the Ministry to some extent, 
by all means ; let them stress as strongly as they 
could their views about superannuation and 
the years of preliminary service, but let them 
not do anything now which would eventually 
lead to the profession being humbled in trying 
to open a door which they themselves had 
barred. 

Any practitioner who went to the trouble 
of coaxing the farmer to go into the Attested 
Herds Scheme received a good deal of benefit. 
He was the man who automatically carried out 
not only the annual testing, but the testing 
of every animal which came into the herd. 
If they calculated all the veterinary officers 
and divided them by the number of administra- 
tive divisions, they would probably find that 
there were less than ten men to each division. 
Did they mean to tell him that even a service 
of that number would be able 'to cope with 
the tremendous amount of work to be done? 
He said it was impossible. The profession 
would gain an enormous amount; therefore, he 
said: ‘“‘ Stay your hand and see what you can do 
by a little cajoling.” 

Mr. STEELE-BoDGER said {that their basic 
terms were outlined in a letter from the 
N.V.M.A. to the Minister which had _ been 
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passed by that Council that afternoon, so they 
need not discuss them further. Mr. Lyle 
Stewart had said that they had gone the wrong 
way about things; he had told them more 
about the scheme than the Ministry’s officers 
had ever told the N.V.M.A. Consultative Com- 
mittee. (Laughter.) 


Mr. Lyle Stewart had said that by reason 
of the establishment of the centralised veterinary 
service many would be benefited and a few 
would not. As he (Mr. Steele-Bodger) saw it, 
«a few would benefit and many would not. He 
would suggest that if Mr. Lyle Stewart considered 
that any practitioner worthy of being called a 
practitioner would be satisfied with a condition 
which would give him financial reward for a few 
years but doom him to ultimate extinction, 
he was gravely mistaking the calibre of the 
practitioner; no constituent of what had 
been described as the vertebrae of the pro- 
fession would be satisfied with inclusion in a 
scheme such as that. If the Ministry promised 
him, or any practitioner inclusion on such 
terms—he did not mind whether the term was 
five or ten years, or the sum of money 
£300 or £500 a year—he would not enter any 
such scheme. It was the right of the veterinary 
practitioner in this country to form a per- 
manent and integral part of this scheme, and 
until that policy was revoked, it must stand 
as the policy of the Association. 


Major DEVINE remarked that the Minister 
had asked for the formation of that Consultative 
Committee to help to frame the scheme. Had the 
Ministry given them anything? They had given 
them what they had decided that they would do, 
and nothing else. The Association wanted to 
put the scheme right for practitioners and for 
municipal men. They wanted to do something 
in a dignified manner and to have the Minister 
meet them in a proper way. The Association 
had never put anything before the Ministry 
in the spirit of ‘‘ we must have this and that.”’ 
The latter had never asked for a proper discussion 
of the points at issue. They, as representatives 
of the profession, desired above all, the success 
of the campaign for the eradication of disease 


in animals in this country ; it was not merely a. 


salary question, but they did want proper 
conditions for their men. He suggested that 
the Council should get on to other business. 
(Hear, hear.) 


The PRESIDENT said that they had before 
them a resolution which had been moved and 
seconded. He himself had not intended to 
speak in that discussion at all, but he now felt 
that he should contribute to it. The resolution 
was to this effect, that if the Minister of Agri- 
ulture failed to meet them, the President 
should be requested to call an emergency 
meeting of the Council. What might be called 
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a new approach was being made just now 
towards the Ministry in this matter, because 
the aim they all had was to make a success of 
the scheme. He, himself, had always had in 
mind the contingency that whatever the Asso- 
ciation put forward might be refused and that 
certain action on their part would have to 
follow that refusal. The Consultative Com- 
mittee also had always borne in mind that 
possibility. The power to call a special meeting 
rested with the President and so far as he was 
concerned, it had always been in his mind 
that there might arise a need for another 
emergency meeting, and he should not hesitate 
to call one when the circumstances arose that 
made it desirable. In that connection, he would 
always seek the best, advice available to him ; 
that was the advice of those familiar with what 
was taking place from day today. He suggested 
to them, therefore, that under the circumstances, 
this resolution was not necessary. It called 
for the exercise of the power that rested in the 
office of President in circumstances which had 
not arisen and which might not arise. He 
would feel it very embarrassing if he had to go 
about with the idea in his mind that an 
emergency meeting should be called without 
the Council being fully familiar with the 
circumstances. 

Mr. CHIPPERFIELD now intimated that in 
the light of the President’s observations on 
his proposals for the calling of a special meeting, 
he would withdraw them. 


In reply to Dr. HARE, the PRESIDENT said 
that he had not invited Mr. Vandepeer to meet 
that Council, but Major McGregor had put 
forward the suggestion the previous day that 
there should be called a special meeting of the 
Scottish Branch at which a representative of 
the Ministry might be invited to state the views 
of the Ministry, and to hear the views of the 
members of the Scottish Branch. It occurred 
to him (the President) that since it was in his 
mind to ask Mr. Vandepeer to have a meeting 
with him, that perhaps a representative of the 
Ministry might welcome the opportunity of 
making an authoritative statement as to their 
intentions to that Association at an early date. 
The idea was developed to this extent, that it 
was decided that when he went to see Mr. 
Vandepeer on the morning after that meeting, 
he should formally put that request to him— 
to come and attend the special meeting of that 
Council and give them a statement of the 
Ministry’s plan, which, it appeared to him, 
must now be in a very advanced stage of 
development. It would be good for the Council 
and he felt it would probably be good for the 
Ministry, too, if they were enabled to hear what 
the Ministry had to say. He had not any date 
in mind, but he should certainly try to make it 
as early as possible. 
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Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that he took it that 
the President did not think that this invitation 
to Mr. Vandepeer would be used as an excuse 
by the Minister for failing to meet that Associa- 
tion on the ground that Mr. Vandepeer would be 
explaining the Ministry’s scheme to the Council. 
He must confess that in his view, if they passed 
Mr. Chipperfield’s resolution, they would have 
considerably strengthened the President’s hands. 


The PRESIDENT replied that he would certainly 
point out to Mr. Vandepeer that acceptance by 
him of an invitation to address the Council 
would not invalidate their request to the 
Minister personally to receive a deputation. 
In reply to Dr. Hare, the President said 
that if Mr. Vandepeer agreed to come to the 
Council, he did not see that that need in the 
least interfere with the Consultative Committee 
drawing up and putting into proper form what 
they had called the basic principles of the 
Association and even elaborating them some- 
what. If Mr. Vandepeer came, he thought it 
would be impossible under those circumstances 
to ask him to make a statement and go away ; 
questions undoubtedly would be asked and the 
views of the individuals would be given. That, 
again, need not in the slightest degree interfere 
with the drawing up of the principles which the 
Association would regard as essential to the 
satisfactory carrying out of the scheme. 


A MEMBER observed that they would like to 
feel, as practitioners, that when the whole-time 
inspectors were appointed under the scheme, 
they also would have certain duties allotted to 
them. 


The PRESIDENT replied that in the letter they 
had heard that day, they would have observed 
that two principles were laid down in regard 
to the employment of practitioners ; firstly, 
that all members R.C.V.S. should be available 
for participation in the scheme on a permanent 
basis, and secondly that there should be freedom 
of choice by the stockowner of the practitioner 
to be employed. Those principles had long been 
the definite principles of the N.V.M.A.: they 
were not new principles. 

Mr. MATTHEWS said that as a member of the 
Consultative Committee, he was very anxious 
that the Council should be very fully acquainted 
with the position as it was at present. It 
appeared to him that Mr. Chipperfield’s purpose 
had not been achieved. The latter’s proposition 
had been withdrawn and with that he agreed 
entirely, but he gathered that it was his desire 
to obtain an expression of view from that Council 
either in agreement or in opposition to the steps 
that the Consultative Committee had taken 
and were contemplating. It was evident to 
him that the Consultative Committee had not 
got the full support of that Council. He would 
remind the Council that Mr. Lyle Stewart had 
prefaced his remarks by saying that he knew 
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nothing about the matter, and he felt that thai 
was the real problem that the Consultative 
Committee was up against—that neither that 
Council nor the Consultative Committee did 
know what steps had been taken by the 
Ministry. The details of the letter which would 
be published in full reply to the Minister, would 
disclose to the Council a state of affairs which 
was not at all happy. Up to the present, there 
had been disclosed merely certain small parts 
of that scheme. It would be noted that those 
members who expressed optimistic views were 
not on that Consultative Committee ; therefore, 
it appeared to him that that Council should 
be more fully acquainted than it was with the 
steps that had been taken up to the present, and 
that it should support the Committee in 
endeavouring to obtain from the Ministry 
the further information that was required. As a 
member of the Committee, he was not at all 
satisfied with the atmosphere of expression 
of view in the Council that day. He would 
repeat that he did not think that the Committee 
had the support of the Council and also that he 
believed that if the Council knew what was going 
on, the Committee would have the full support, 
even of the optimists. 

Dr. HARE asked if, in view of the speech they 
had heard from Mr. Matthews, it would not be 
possible for the Council to change their decision 
in regard to the motion that had been withdrawn. 
He did not feel satisfied, now that they had 
had clearly defined the views of an important 
member of the Consultative Committee, that the 
latter and his colleagues should go from that 
room and through the next few arduous weeks 
without feeling that he and they had behind 
them a unanimous expression of confidence 
from that Council and, moreover, unanimous 
expression of their will. He did not want to 
enter into detailed discussion of any of the 
speeches that had been made, but he would ask 
the President to reconsider his attitude, for he 
thought that, doubtless innocently, he had 
weighted the scales a little too much. Might 
he ask him if he would be good enough to invite 
Mr. Stewart, Professor Mitchell and one or two 
others who had found a difficulty in seeing 
exactly the point of view that many of them had 
expressed, to discuss the matters at issue with 
Mr. Chipperfield and Mr. Steele-Bodger, and that 
the Council should wait for some minutes while 
this was done, on the lines adopted at the special 
meeting—till they had come to an agreement 
and had put the result of their deliberations 
before the Council for unanimous adoption. 

The PRESIDENT replied that he disliked very 
much making a precedent of what was certainly 
a very successful device at the emergency 
meeting of Council. As he had said earlier, 
the Consultative Committee had not been over- 
looking the possibility of the Ministry turning 
down any proposals the Association might make 
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and of the necessity for strong action in con- 
sequence ; what he had deprecated was the 
coming to decisions that day on what action 
should be taken in the event of that contingency 
arising. He could, however, assure the Council 
that neither he himself nor the members of the 
Consultative Committee would accept defeat or 
approach the problems before them in any 
spirit of defeatism. If they were defeated when 
they put forward their proposals and were not 
met in a reciprocal spirit, then the Committee 
certainly would consider very seriously what 
other steps had to be taken. He could promise 
them that whatever steps they did take, nothing 
would be done which would commit that Council 
without its knowledge to anything of a drastic 
nature, but he was quite sure, in spite of all that 
Mr. Matthews and Dr. Hare had said, that when 
the Committee had taken the action which was 
at present contemplated, and if and when that 
action resulted in a deadlock, the Committee 
would have the complete confidence of the 
Council behind it, supporting it in whatever 
action was deemed necessary. Again, he 
would promise them that the Council would not 
be committed without its knowledge to any 
drastic action by himself or by the Committee. 

Major Kirk now proposed the following 
motion :— 

“That this Council possess the greatest 
confidence in the work of the Consultative 
Committee.” 

In doing so, Major Kirk observed that he 
thought that the members of the Consultative 
Committee, when they left that meeting, should 
go away knowing that they had got the Council 


fully behind them. 
The motion was seconded by Professor 
MITCHELL. 


The PRESIDENT said that if the Council felt 
that they would like to pass such a motion, he 
was sure it would be a source of great satisfaction 
to his colleagues on the Consultative Committee 
to have that expression of confidence. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


MOTION BY MAJOR DEVINE 


The SECRETARY read the terms of the following 
notice of motion standing on the agenda in the ~ 
name of Major DeVine :— 

“That in view of the increase in the 
number of Divisions and in the number of 
representatives to Council to which the 
Divisions are entitled in view of their 
augmented membership, the number of 
members of the standing committees of the 
Association be increased from the present 
specified number, 15.” Pitem 

Major¥ DEVINE, in formally proposing his 
motion, said that he thought that there were 
many members of the Association throughout 
the country who were not sufficiently in touch 
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with the work that was being carried out by the 
Council, and that as the membership of the 
Association increased, there should also be a large 
increase not only in the numbers of members of 
Council, but in the membership of its com- 
mittees. As the size of the Council increased, 
it became more and more likely that members 
would be deprived of that committee work 
which alone could give them an adequate 
insight into the work of the Association. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER, in seconding the motion, 
said he agreed entirely with the observations 
passed by Major DeVine in regard to the 
unsatisfactory position of members of Council 
who did not serve on Committees. He remem- 
bered how when he was a member of Council 
only, it seemed to him a particularly great waste 
of time to attend its meetings and just put up 
his hand and vote *“‘ Aye” or “ Nay.” With 
that part of the resolution, therefore, he agreed, 
but he felt that there was more to be considered 
than that. At a meeting of the Veterinary 
Officers’ and Public Health Committee held 
the previous day, they were faced with no 
business on the agenda at all. That was a matter 
that might right itself, but it was an undisputed 
fact that the work of the Veterinary Officers’ 
and Parliamentary Committees had become 
so dovetailed and so overlapping that he thought 
the Council should consider whether it was 
desirable to continue the independent existence 
of these two Committees. If the proposer 
would agree, he would suggest that this matter be 
referred in the first instance to the General 
Purposes Committee for their consideration and 
then brought back to Council again. 

Major DEVINE said: that his proposal, which 
had been seconded by Mr. Steele-Bodger, 
was that there should be an increased number 
of members on the Council’s Committees, to 
create greater interest in the proceedings of the 
Council, and he would like to see that part go 
forward. The second part, that two of the 
standing committees should be amalgamated, 
was outside the scope of his proposal. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER said that he would ask 
the mover of the resolution to agree to the 
inclusion of his suggestion. 

Mr. MALE expressed himself in agreement 
with both suggestions, but should they not have 
them as two separate resolutions ? 

Major DEVINE said that as his motion had 
been seconded, he would’like the President to 
put it to the Council. 

Mr. STEELE-BoODGER said that unless the pro- 
poser was prepared to accept his recommenda- 
tion, he must regretfully decline to second the 
motion. 

The motion was then seconded by Major 
OVER. 

Mr. STEELE-BODGER 
amendment :— 


then moved as an 





—_ — —— 


206 No. 7. Vor. 50. 


“That the motion on the agenda be 
referred to the Finance and General Pur- 
poses Committee for consideration and 
report to Council.” 


The amendment was seconded by Professor 
MITCHELL, and the PRESIDENT put it to the vote. 
The amendment was carried by 14 votes to 11, 
and when put as a substantive resolution, also 
passed the Council. 


NOTICE OF MOTION 


Mr. STEELE-BODGER then gave notice that 
at the next meeting of Council he would move 
concerning the further matter he had raised, 
namely, as to the desirability of continuing certain 
of the Committees as at present constituted or 
combining them. 


DATE OF NEXT MEETING 


It was agreed that the next meeting of Council, 
N.V.M.A., should be held in London, the date to 
be determined when it had been ascertained 
when the quarterly meetings of Council, 
R.C.V.8., would be held. 

The meeting concluded with the passing of a 
hearty vote of thanks to the President for his 
conduct of the proceedings. 





Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 





Diary of Events 

Keb. 14th—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4 p.m. , 

Keb. 16th.—Annual General Meeting of the 
Lancashire Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Liverpool, 2.30 p.m. 

Mar. 4th.—yYorkshire Veterinary Medical 
Society, dinner and dance, Guild- 
ford Hotel, Leeds, March 4th, 
at 7 p.m. 


Aug. 21st-25th.—Thirteenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, Interlaken. 

Sept. 5th-9th.—Annual Congress, N.V.M.A., at 
Glasgow. 


Aug. 26th-27th.—Thirteenth International Veter- 
inary Congress, Ziirich. 
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R.C.V.S. COUNCIL ELECTION 


The following additional nominations for 
election to the Council have been received, and 
their names have been included in the voting 
papers which have now been issued to members 
resident overseas :— 


Dalling, Professor T., Cambridge. 
Procter, J. W., York. 
Wilson, T., Nantwich. 


38 * * * % 


R.C.V.S. FELLOWSHIP 


At the January meeting of Council, R.C.V.S.. 
it was resolved that the Fellowship Diploma 
be conferred on Mr. Hugh Mackay Mackenzie 
Duff, M.R.C.v.s., D.v.S.M., Diseases of Animals 
Division, Ministry of Agriculture, in respect of 
his thesis entitled “‘ Br. abortus in the Horse,” 
the presentation to be made at the Annual 
General Meeting. Mr. Duff graduated at 
‘dinburgh, July 20th, 1923. 


* a of * 


STEEL MEMORIAL MEDAL 


At the meeting of Council to which reference 
is made above, and a full report of which will 
appear in our next issue, the Examination 
Committee announced the decision—which will 
give as great pleasure to the whole profession 
as it did to the Council—to award the John 
Henry Steel Memorial Medal in gold to Mr. 
William Woods, F.R.C.V.S., M.Sc. (MANC.) (HON.), 
of Wigan. Again, presentation of this award, 
which is made for scientific or literary work 
of merit connected with the profession, will be 
made at the Annual General Meeting, R.C.V.S. 





* * * * * 


LABORATORY EXAMINATION OF SPECIMENS 
FOR VETERINARY PRACTITIONERS 


Arising out of the mention, in a recent case 
report published in the Veterinary Record, of 
the sectioning of an organ by a medical labora- 
tory, the Editorial Committee have ascertained 
from those in charge of the various Veterinary 
College Laboratories in the British Isles and of 
the Institute of Animal Pathology, University of 
Cambridge, that the examination of interesting 
specimens forwarded by practitioners and the 
provision of reports thereupon is willingly 
undertaken. The only condition made is that 
specimens should be reasonably fresh (preferably 
a small piece of the specimen should be sent in 
formalin) and should be accompanied by a letter 
giving details of the clinical history, etc. It 
appears that in one or two such institutions it 
has been the custom to examine such specimens 
for practitioners free of charge at all times. In 
the remainder, in many instances in which such 
examination is of mutual interest to the practi- 
tioner and the research worker, this work is done 
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without fee; in cases in which the examination 
involves laborious or costly procedure a fee- 
usually nominal—is charged. 

The Editorial Committee are glad to give 
notification of this diagnostic service, in the hope 
that it may be brought into more general use 
by practitioners, with great benefit, firstly, to 
themselves in the elucidation of cases; secondly, 
to the institutes, in bringing them into contact 
with interesting cases of disease occurring in 
the field, and in enabling them to secure valuable 
material for teaching and research, and thirdly, 
to this journal, which will thereby be enabled to 
publish more complete clinical reports than often 
is the case at present. 


te a ae * 


ANTARCTIC RESEARCH FOR EMPIRE 


EXHIBITION 
An “under-the-sea” scene at the Empire 
Exhibition, which the King will open in 


Glasgow on May 3rd, and which will house the 
N.V.M.A. Congress in September, will show 
visitors how fish are caught and the gear used 
in catching them. Work on it will start immedi- 
ately in the Fisheries Section of the Agricultural 
Pavilion. 

The Fisheries Section includes exhibits by the 
Discovery Committee, the Food Investigation 
Board of the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, and the Fishery Board for 
Scotland. 

The Discovery Committee, whose research 
vessels “ Discovery II” and “ William Scoresby ”’ 
have for a number of years been operating in 
the Antarctic, will deal with whales and whaling. 

The exhibit of the Food Investigation Board is 
specialising in the use of refrigeration in the 
storage of fish. A refrigerated cabinet will be 
shown with fish taken over six months 
previously and still in perfect condition. 

The body of the exhibit will be taken up 
jointly by the Fishery Board for Scotland and 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. Much 
valuable apparatus regularly used to investigate 
the seas round our coasts will be on view. 


Another section will deal with salmon and 
fresh-water fisheries. 
* a es a eo 


PERSONAL 


Mr. Howard McConnell, M.R.c.v.s., The Mall, 
Armagh, has been appointed a Justice of the 
Peace for Northern Ireland. “ This is an appoint- 
ment,” says an Armagh paper in making the 
announcement, “ which will give much satisfac- 
lion to his wide circle of friends in the city and 
district.” 


Presentations to Captain R, Simpson.—On the 
occasion of his leaving Cumberland to take up 
a senior administrative appointment with the 
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Ministry of Agriculture, London, Captain R. 
Simpson, County Veterinary fficer, was 
presented with an illuminated address and a 
suitcase by the chief officials of the county 
council. The presentation was made on behalf 
of the officials by Mr. C. W. Allan Hodgson, 
Clerk of the County Council. 

A further presentation of two etchings was 
made to Captain Simpson by the staff of the 
County Veterinary Department. 

The Cumberland Agricultural Committee has 


placed on record its appreciation of the 
extremely valuable services rendered to the 
county council by Captain Simpson, and 


expressed its regret on his departure from the 
county. 


* * * * * 


LEGAL NOTES 


* An Extraordinary Veterinary Establishment.” 

-This was the description applied by counsel 
at Godalming on February 4th, when William 
Torrance Galbraith, of Lowes Manor Road, 
Farncombe, Surrey, was fined £10 and ordered 
to pay five guineas costs on charges of causing 
unnecessary suffering to dogs by failing to give 
them proper care and attention. 


Mr. Gordon Jones (prosecuting) said that 
Galbraith was associated with an_ institution 
described as the “ Galbraith Research Founda- 


tion,” whose office was at his address and where 
he carried on the treatment of sick animals 
entrusted to his care ~ the public. According 
to his instructions, declared counsel, the condi- 
tions and equipment of the institution were such 
as would disgrace a hovel. 

Six dogs were placed in Galbraith’s care by 
members of the public, said Mr. Jones. When 
an inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. visited his 
premises he found the dogs in a small shed 
which was in a filthy state. One was suffering 
from distemper and was in an advanced state 
of pneumonia, another was_ suffering from 
distemper and chorea, and the third from inten- 
sive neglected wounds. 

Galbraith, who denied neglecting the dogs. 
said that he was not a member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons in this ‘country, 
but said that he was qualified in Canada. 

He produced a diploma issued by the Ontario 
University which, he submitted, qualified him 
as a veterinary surgeon, 


Anthrax Order Contravened.—At Kirkcaldy 
Police Court a fine of £5, with the option of 
30 days’ imprisonment, was imposed on John 
Barn, butcher, 49, Balfour Street, Kirkcaldy, who 
was found guilty of a charge of having, on 
December 8th, 1937, contravened Section 3 of 
the Anthrax Order, 1928, by cutting the throat 
and stomach of a dead bullock without lawful 
authority. 

Evidence was given by Major Bryan, veter- 
inary inspector, that the animal had died from 
anthrax. For the accused it was stated that he 
was unaware that the animal had died from 
such a cause, and that he had bled the animal 
in the belief that it had died from choking and 
that the carcase could be preserved for food. 

Bailie Grieve said that the possibility of 
anthrax being the cause of death was one which 
apparently could not be excluded. In _ such 
circumstances, therefore, the only safe course to 
be followed was to report the matter at once to 
the police and to leave the animal untouched 
until it had been examined by a_ veterinary 
surgeon. 
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SALE OF A BULL: CLAIM FOR BREACH OF 
CONDITIONAL WARRANTY 


A case grosenting unusual features was heard 
by Judge Sherwell Cooper at a special sitting of 
the Oxford County Court, on oat | 28th, when 
Mr. E. J. Harbour, of Drakes arm, Long 
Crendon, claimed £100 damages from Mr. P. 
Taylor, of Barton Farm, Headington, Oxford, for 
breach of conditional warranty in connection 
with the sale of a bull. ; yin 

Mr. H. D. Peacock wemecceniing the plaintiff) 
said that by a verbal contract made on or about 
February 20th last eae the defendant agreed 
to sell and the aintiff agreed to buy a 
pedigree bull for £20. This amount was to be 

aid £4 in cash and the remaining £16 by a 

ull, the property of the plaintiff. Mr. Taylor 

took away Mr. Harbour’s bull on or about March 
3rd, and Mr. Harbour paid the defendant £4 
on March 8th. ™ 

“Tt was an express condition of warranty 
of the contract that the defendant’s bull was 
sound and straight,” said Mr. Peacock. Taylor 
delivered the bull on or about March 4th, but 
it was not sound for the purpose for which it 
was bought. In consequence of the breaches of 
conditions or warranties the plaintiff had 
suffered damage. ; 

Giving evidence, Mr. Harbour said Mr. Taylor 
assured him that the bull was strong and tested. 
If it was not what he said it was he (Mr. Taylor) 
would give it to him. 

Answering Mr. Maddox (for the defendant), Mr. 
Harbour said he knew that when the bull was 
slaughtered it was found to_have a broken back. 
He did not agree that at first he said the bull 
wae perfect condition and that he said he 
liked it. 

He did not agree with Mr. Maddox that the 
bull ee on the slippery_yard and broke its 
back when serving a cow. vidence was given 
by Mr. A, Edward Wood. of Priest End, Thame, 
a veterinary surgeon, who said he examined the 
bull and found it suffering from partial paralysis. 

Giving evidence, Mr. Taylor said he had been 
a cattle dealer for over 40 years. 

Mr. Harbour bought the bull on February 23rd, 
but told him (defendant) that he could not go to 
see it. 

“T told him that if he could not see the bull 
he could have it a week on trial. He agreed to 
that,” said Mr. Taylor. 

Replying to Mr. Peacock, Mr. Taylor said he 
still denied that he guaranteed the warranty of 
the bull. 

He said Mr. Harbour did not complain Before 
March 23rd, and he (defendant) did not promise 
to replace the bull. 

Mr. H. S. S. Pether, of Stamford, Headington, 
said the bull had belonged to him and was 
part of stock on a farm at Cowley, which he 
was _ selling. When he had the bull it was in 
good working condition, and had always been 
successful in stock-breeding. 

Mr. S. J. Honour, of Oakley, describing the 
journey, said the bull was all right. He would 
not have handled it otherwise. 

Mr. W. C. Taplin, of Oakley. who was with 
Mr. Honour on the van, corroborated the evi- 
dence that there was no difficulty in loading and 
unloading the bull, 

The bull was left unattended in the van in Mr. 
Honour’s yard for about 20 minutes while Mr. 
Honour and he went to Brill to vote in the 
by-election. 

Major F. J. Taylor, veterinary surgeon, of 23, 
Beaumont Street, Oxford, said he had often 
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attended cattle belonging to Mr. Pether, whom he 
described as a most conscientious farmer. 

When he examined the bull on July 26th, at 
Mr. Harbour’s farm, he found it had a fractured 
vertebra, 

Mr. Maddox: Is it possible that a bull that is 
injured like that could walk in and out of a 
van in the presence of experienced people with- 
out their noticing some lack of co-ordination?— 
It could not possibly have done so. 

Major Taylor was handed part of a bone 
which, it was stated, had been taken from the 
bull when it was slaughtered. It was his 
opinion that when the fracture occurred it was 
a complete fracture. 

The concrete yard was a most unsuitable place 
for a bull to serve a cow. 

He spoke to Mr. Harbour, who said that he 
was to keep the bull for a week and return it 
if he did not like it. 

Mr. Maddox submitted that there was no 
warranty and if there was a warranty it was 
not broken, because when the bull was delivered 
it was in good order. 

The Judge said he was satisfied that there 
was a warranty and he was also satisfied that 
when the bull was delivered it had sustained 
something in the nature of a fracture. 

The Judge added that he would require a 
good deal of ry to convince him that 
Mr. Harbour could not get another bull. 

Mr. Peacock announced that his client had at 
that moment intimated that having heard his 
Honour’s remarks, he was prepared to abandon 
oe for damages regarding the loss of 
milk. 

Mr. Peacock conferred with Mr. Harbour and 
then announced that he thought his client was 
entitled to some of the damages for loss of milk, 
but would leave it for the Judge to decide. 

arenas was given for plaintiff for £25 and 
costs. 


* ok % * 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 


The spread of foot-and-mouth disease in the 
Salisbury district continues. On Saturday of last 
week a new outbreak, within the city boundary, 
was confirmed at East Harnham farm, owned by 
Mr. J. F, Bowns, where cattle and pigs were 
affected. On the following day an outbreak was 
confirmed among over 700 head of registered 
Hampshire Down_sheep belonging to Lieut.- 
Colonel F. G. G. Bailey (High Sheriff of Wilt- 
shire), at Woodford, near Salisbury. Two further 
outbreaks among cattle in Hampshire—near 
Botley and at Owlesbury, respectively, have been 
confirmed since our last issue. 


_On the eve of the removal of the foot-and-mouth 
disease restrictions in Jersey, another outbreak 
was confirmed at Alfriston House, Trinity. 


According to returns published in the London 
Gazette, compensation estimated at £50,248 was 
— in respect of 5,254 animals slaughtered 

ecause of foot-and-mouth disease in_ the last 
fortnight of January. The number of animals 
slaughtered in the same period last year was 119. 
The total for the whole of last month was 9.961. 
compared with 178 last year. During the fort- 
night the disease was confirmed on 43 premises 
in 35 parishes. The counties now involved are 
Berks, Chester, Dorset, Essex, Kent, Middlesex. 
Norfolk. Northumberland, Somerset, Hants, 
Suffolk, Sussex and Yorks, 
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A COMPARISON WITH THE CONTINENT 


Sir Merrik Burrell, Chairman of the Veterinary 
Committee of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
England, addressing a meeting of the Council 
on February 2nd, said that although there had 
been a troublesome development of foot-and- 
mouth disease in this country, on the Continent 
the outbreaks had now swept into Italy, Jugo- 
slavia, Poland and Russia. There had been 187 
outbreaks in this country in 1937, compared with 
139,082 in France, 36,946 in Germany, 63,287 in 
Belgium and 49,882 in ten months in Holland. 


These figures showed, he thought, the immense 
value of the London Quarantine Station. estab- 
lished by the Society a few years ago, through 
which over 5,000 head of stock had passed, 
mainly to parts of the Empire. Not many of 
these animals would have been able to leave this 
country without the facilities which the quaran- 
tine station provided. 

Lord Bledisloe said that in New Zealand there 
existed an abnormal dread of the introduction 
of foot-and-mouth disease into that country to 
the extent of placing an embargo on the admis- 
sion of British pedigree stock. It was, therefore, 
desirable that the Society should make known 
how small was the extent of the disease in this 
country when compared with its widespread 
character on the continent of Europe. Relatively 
we had a clean sheet in regard to infectious 
disease. He was curious to know how many 
cases of disease had been found within the 
London Quarantine Station, for he felt sure the 
figure must be extremely small, and if so, it 
should be published in countries where there 
was so much misapprehension. 


Sir Merrik Burrell replied that there was never 
any case of serious disease in the quarantine 
station during the whole of the time it was 
under the management of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England, and he_ believed that that 
record had been fully maintained since the 
station had been controlled by the Ministry of 
Agriculture. 


Professor J. B. Buxton, Principal of the Royal 
Veterinary College, was appointed consulting 
veterinary surgeon to the Society. 


NATIONAL HORSE ASSOCIATION 


At a meeting of the Council of the National 
Horse Association held recently, Major H. Faudel 
Phillips (President) reported that 47 new mem- 
bers had been elected. It was unanimously 


decided to invite Sir Edward Mann, Bart., to. 


allow his name to be submitted as President 
at the annual general meeting of members on 
April 4th, 1938. 


The Publicity Committee reported that the 
Horse Owners’ Reference Book would be pub- 
lished about the third week in February and 
that it had again been increased in size. Over 
40 pages had been taken by advertisers and 
some 400 riding schools had sent in particulars 
of their establishments for inclusion in the county 
list of riding schools. The book was held up 
owing to the difficulty in getting in a compre- 
hensive list of shows and gymkhana fixtures for 
the coming season, as, though some 800 dates 
had been sent in, there were still a number 
outstanding. The quarterly news sheet sent to 
members had proved very popular, The com- 
mittee were making arrangements for the issue 
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of a series of small publications giving the riding 
facilities in each county. 

Lecture to Riding School Proprietors.—In view 
of many requests received from proprietors of 
small riding schools, a lecture will be given by 
Major H. Faudel Phillips at Tattersalls, on 
February 21st at 3.30. This lecture should prove 
of interest not only to those engaged in running 
riding schools, but also to those who keep horses, 
as it will deal with economy, working, feeding, 
or rooms, stabling and the working of horses, 
ete. 

Committee on Highway Law.—lt was reported 
that the Ministries of Transport and Health have 
appointed a committee to examine the existing 
law relating to highways, etc., in England and 
Wales, and to prepare one or more Bills codifying 
the law, with such amendments as may be 
desirable to ensure simplicity, uniformity and 
conciseness. As the existing law relating to 
highway concerns horse owners in many ways, 
a letter had been addressed to the committee 
as to whether representations could be made by 
the Association. 


Draught Horses.—In response to a request from 
inembers interested in the draught horse and 
supported by the representative of the National 
Farmers’ Union and others, it was resolved to 
appoint a committee to deal with draught and 
commercial horse matters, and to discuss ways 
by which the Association could assist the users 
and breeders of commercial horses. 


Recreational Training Movement.—The Board 
of Education has recently issued two books 
dealing with recreation and physical fitness and 
the Council deplored the fact that though many 
forms of exercise were mentioned (including 
dancing) no mention was made of horse riding. 
They were glad to learn, however, from a reply 
in the House of Commons on this point, that 
the authorities appreciate the physical and 
recreational value of riding and recognise the 
increase of its popularity in recent years, and 
that the suggestion that riding should be men- 
tioned will be borne in mind if further editions 
are called for. The Association, therefore. 
accepted an invitation from the Central Council 
of ecreative Physical Training to become 
associated with them, and subject to the approval 
of their executive, nominated Major H. Faudel 
Phillips as the Association’s representative on 
their Council. 


The Riding Committee*reported that consider- 
able interest had been shown in the poens 
tours in Hungary and that it was hoped to have 
a series of these horse riding tours in 1938, 
pes agen | at Easter. The committee were 
again awarding a cup at the International Horse 
Show in the riding school class. - 


The Council were unable to accept a sugges- 
tion to start a lending greets of sporting books 
owing to the lack of suitable space and the 
work entailed. They desired, however, to 
express their appreciation to the many pub- 
lishers and authors who so kindly presented 
volumes to the Association. These had been 
found most useful and were providing the 
nucleus of a library. 


An invitation from the Commons, Open Spaces 
and Footpaths Preservation Society to discuss 
various aspects of horse riding on open spaces 
was accepted, and the Council approved of the 
action of the Parliamentary Committee in dealing 
with various clauses concerning horse owners 
and users, contained in no less than 17 corpora- 
tion and private Bills before Parliament. 
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WINTER CENSUS OF LIVESTOCK 


From figures obtained from returns received 
from two-thirds of the occupiers of holdings 
exceeding one acre in England and Wales, 
regarding the numbers of cattle and sheep, the 
following estimates have been made by the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries:— 


The total number of cattle on December 4th, 
1937, in England and Wales is estimated at 
6,761,000 which is 113,000 greater than in Decem- 
ber 1936, and 251,000 greater than in December, 
1935. The December total shows, as in 1936, 
an increase over the June total. Cows and 
heifers in milk are estimated at 2,040,000, being 
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a decrease of 4,000 as compared with December, 
1936, and 31,000 fewer than in December, 1935. 
Cows and heifers in calf, however, again record 
an increase, the December estimate of 1,086,000 
comparing with 1,058,000 and 1,009,000 in the 
corresponding months of 1936 and 1935 
respectively. 

The total number of sheep, as estimated from 
the returns, is 13,740,000, on increase of 828,000 
over December, 1936, and of 1,078,000 over 
December, 1935. The usual fall in numbers from 
the June figures is recorded, though not so large 
as in the previous two years. Ewes kept for 
breeding numbered 8,005,000 and show a steady 
increase, as do lambs intended for breeding. 





EsTIMATED CATTLE POPULATION OF ENGLAND AND WALES ON DECEMBER 4TH, 1937, wirH COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR 1936 
AND 1935, AND FOR JUNE 4TH, IN ALL THREE YEARS. 








1935 1936 1937 
Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. 
oe F , . June 2,232 2,227 2,217 
Cows and heifers In milk... {a 2071 2044 2.040 
9eo9 5 ¢ 
Cows in calf but not in milk = aa om te 
: ? . > 437 56 
Heifers in calf, with first calf ee 108 po — 
F . 86 87 
Bulls being used for service fe po a 
P , 40 ; , 
Bulls (including bull calves) { ps a 
: June 923 913 925 
2 years old and above December 860 913 895 
5-4 Q7 
Other yy 1 year old and under 2 | ana a ye 
‘ . id »=* ne) 
Cottle } : June 1127 1,172 17165 
Under 1 vear, for rearing (excluding bull calves a 1913 1195 1278 
being reared for service) Sune re es "Ra 
Calves intended for slaughter as calves a wee 48 po 
ae f June 6,541 6,540 6,619 
Potals ‘| December 6,510 6,648 6,761 


EsTIMATED SHEEP POPULATION OF ENGLAND AND WALES ON DECEMBER 4TH, 1937, WITH COMPARATIVE FIGURES FOR 1936 


AND 1935 AND FOR JUNE 4TH, IN ALL THREE YEARS. 








1935 1936 1937 

Thousands. Thousands. Thousands. 
ve et for tet in. 2 me 
Ewe lambs intended for breeding... 4, R 1908 a 
Rams and ram lambs to be used for service ee oo ed oa 
( Under six months old ... ee. rm (0) he (b) ao 
j 3 . 9° 
[ L year old and above = ve — - 
Totals f June 16,477 16,648 17,194 
|. December 12,662 12,912 13,740 


(a) Not available: included under (5) for year concerned. 


(b) Includes ewe lambs intended for breeding. 
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DISCRETION—AN OVERSEAS COMMENDATION 


A veterinarian correspondent writes from 
South Africa: “ The profession should be deeply 
grateful to your periodical and others for not 
publishing many articles sent to you. Our 
agricultural Press is so flooded with absurd 
articles, many reflecting adversely upon our 
profession, J authors who either know nothin 
about the subject in question, or have persona 
fads, that it is a relief to obtain 
which will not publish trash. Unfortunately 
most of the profession in South Africa are 
officials and therefore are not allowed to write 
to the Press and expose the crass ignorance 
contained in these communications.” 


eriodicals 











Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 


All correspondence must bear the mame and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * * * * 


CENTRALISATION OF PUBLIC VETERINARY 
SERVICES 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—It was a relief on opening the Veterinary 
Record of the 22nd ultimo to find the contents 
more or less back to normal, and commencing 
with Mr. Lang’s useful article—‘“ Mortality among 
Young Stock.” Such work will assure that the 
profession attains its proper place in agricul- 
tural and other circles, of which it is a small 
but important part. 


The editorial this week gives the welcome 
announcement that the N.V.M.A, are now, at last. 
on a consultative basis with the Ministry, but 
the article might have finished with a respectful 
“ R.LP.” for the county local authority veterinary 
services, even though the pone is not so 
decorous as some of us would have wished. 


Our thanks are due to the various committees 
for the tremendous amount of work carried 
through, but I have felt that the formation of 
the Interview Board, and appointment of the 
local authority representatives deserved more 
consideration by the members of the N.V.M.A. 
and veterinary officers’ societies than some of 
the other points pursued. 


A colleague has asked me the names of the 
members forming the Consultative Committee, but 
I find that owing to successive “ developments ”’ 
several members have resigned and others have 
been co-opted, and I would suggest that its 
present constitution should be published. 


Many county veterinary officers have been 
securing, by sound work in the face of strong 
opposition and criticism, the profession’s proper 
place in the administration of all aspects of milk 
production and, to a certain extent, meat inspec- 
tion in rural areas; therefore, it is to be regretted 
that the clock is being put back. 


That this would happen was probable from 
the first announcement of the centralisation of 
the veterinary services unless there were wide 
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alterations in the Public Health Acts, over which 
the Ministry of Agriculture has no jurisdiction. 
The extent of this is shown clearly in the two 
counties in which I have spent the last twelve 
years—in Dumfries the veterinary officers dealt 
with all matters, including dairy premises and 
slaughterhouses, connected with meat and milk, 
and in Stafford an annual expenditure of £2,000 
to £3,000 will be necessary to carry out local 
authority duties being left behind by the Veter- 
inary Department, which only commenced to 
develop them as recently as June, 1935. 

There are probably many County Medical 
Officers of Health who are now realising that, 
irrespective of herd inspections and Diseases of 
Animals Acts duties, county council control of 
milk and meat production under veterinary 
administration would be a marked improvement 
in public health services, as has been shown in 
many county boroughs. 

It is to be hoped that the “birth” of the 
Centralised Veterinary Service will now proceed 
— with a minimum of congenital defects, 

re) 


and allow us to finsh with a period which, to 
me at least, has been one of professional 
stagnation. 


Yours faithfully, 
Francis A. DAVIDSON. 


Public Health (Veterinary) Department, 
County Buildings, 
Stafford. 
February 2nd, 1938. 


* ae * * * 


THE COLONIAL OFFICE APPOINTMENT 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—After reading the leading article in the 
Veterinary Record, of February 5th, 1938, and 
the accompanying correspondence on the ques- 
tion of the unfilled poet of Adviser on Animal 
Health at the Colonial Office, I am tempted to ask 
for space to make a few observations on this 
unsettled controversy. 

I do this for two main reasons. Firstly, because 
I feel that it is of such vital importance to the 
profession generally that we should make every 
endeavour to obtain a favourable settlement in 
this case. In my view it is the lack of posts 
of this nature—posts which carry with them the 
power to shape the future policy of the profes- 
sion in its different ramifications—and, when 
they exist, the disregard of the claims of the 
veterinary profession to’ provide members to 
fill them, which is the greatest inhibitory cause 
to its advancement at the present time. Secondly, 
because I have been closely connected with a 
similar controversy—one which for some years 
wre has raged round the position the Indian 

eterinary Service should occupy in*the scheme 
for agricultural improvement in India, and may 
I think be said now to be well on the road to 
amicable settlement. 

The important points which emerge from the 
correspondence to which I refer above are that 
the requirements of crop husbandry must be 
closely co-ordinated for the sake of agriculture 
as a whole, that questions connected with 
animal health must play an important _ in 
the agricultural policy of the Colonial depend- 
encies, and the suggestion that the existing 
volume of work at the Colonial Office for an 
Adviser on Animal Health does not justify the 
revival of this post at the present time. 

To me it has always seemed that much trouble 
in these controversies might have been avoided 
if an attempt had been made at an earlier date 
to define more exactly what we mean by the 
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terms Animal Health and Animal Husbandry, 
and to use them with more precision. As it 
is, there is much confusion on this point and 
while it lasts there is litthe chance that there 
will be a_ satisfactory settlement of such a 
controversy as that now under consideration. 

The greatest uncertainty lies in deciding how 
much is covered by the term Animal Health; 
some wish to keep it as narrow as possible and 
to restrict its use to the prevention and control 
of disease, while others may go to the_ other 
extreme and make it almost synonymous with the 
term Animal Husbandry. 

Those veterinarians who have been concerned 
with the improvement of livestock in the mass 
will, I am sure, agree that to place Animal 
Health on a sure foundation it is not sufficient 
merely to rely on the selection of the best drug 
or biological product for use after the appear- 
ance of any portions epizootic or enzootic, but 
to combine this knowledge with the application 
at an earlier stage of the latest results obtained 
from researches into the scientific breeding and 
feeding of animals. In other words, the term 
Animal Health should in future be taken to mean 
the application in the field of the sciences of 
preventive medicine, genetics and nutrition, and 
if we add. to these the latest information in 
regard to the economic and industrial side of 
livestock farming we have the correct definition 
of the term Animal Husbandry. ; 

When the Imperial Council of Agricultural 
Research was set up in India some eight years 
ago and a_veterinary officer appointed to _ it, 
one of the first points which arose for decision 
was the designation to be given to this officer. 
The choice appeared to lie between Veterinary 
Expert, Adviser in Animal Health and Animal 
Husbandry Expert. The last was _ eventually 
selected and I ascribe to this fortunate decision, 
in large measure, the success which has since 
been obtained in working out a_ satisfactory 
division of labour between the different experts 
engaged on the development of agriculture with 
the Central Government in India; so much so, 
that I venture to submit that if the Lovat 
Commission had recommended the appointment 
of an Adviser in Animal Husbandry instead of 
in Animal Health at the Colonial Office the 
present impasse would have been avoided. 

On the analogy of the Indian case the future 
policy of the Association with regard to the 
Colonial case seems to be clear; efforts to educate 
those concerned in the proper definition of the 
term Animal Health should be commenced at 
once or, alternatively, an endeavour should be 
made to get the designation of the post under 
reference changed to that of Adviser in Animal 
Husbandry. If such a modified post could be 
obtained, judging by experience in India, it is 
quite certain that we should not again hear the 
incumbent of it complaining of the — of work. 


WARE. 
Well House, 
Shawford, Hants. 
February 6th, 1938. 


* tH + 4 * 
BLOOD TESTING FOR ABORTUS INFECTION 
To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—In your last issue, Mr. W. J. Ironside 
describes a simple method of collecting blood 
samples from cattle. In my opinion this does 
not overcome the objectionable features of having 
to restrain the animal and of raising the jugular 
vein before inserting the needle—two procedures 
po involve a good deal of time with some 
animals. 
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A much easier method, and one for which | 
claim no originality, is commonly used by veter- 
inary surgeons in this part of the country. Thie 
blood is taken from the mammary vein by 
inserting a 2in. by 2 mm. needle into the milk 
well in the following manner. The course of 
one of the milk veins is followed with the left 
hand until the depression at the point where the 
vein passes through the abdominal wall is felt. 
One finger of the left hand is pressed into the 
depression while the needle is introduced with 
the other hand straight upwards for about an 
inch. A good stream of blood should flow at 
once, but if not, it will generally be found that 
the needle has penetrated too deeply and that 
blood will flow when it is slightly withdrawn. 
_ Only one attendant is required for the opera- 
tion and all he has to do is to stand by the 
animal’s head, holding one of its horns just to 
distract its attention. After some practice and 
with an assistant to hand a fresh needle and 
bottle for each sample it is possible to test a 
herd in an_average time of about a minute per 
animal. Difficulty. may be experienced in 
sampling yearlings in this way but the method 
can be applied to all animals after first service. 

Yours faithfully, 
S. J. Epwarps. 


Hannah Dairy Research Institute, 
Kirkhill, Ayr. 
* ok * * 1 


“ ROUTINE INSPECTION IN FOOT-AND-MOUTH 
DISEASE AREAS” 


To THE EDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—With reference to the paragraph under 
the above heading in this week’s Veterinary 
Record, page 159, I beg to draw your attention 
to what appears to be an inaccuracy. 

I have asked the Secretary of the West Riding 
Branch of the National Farmers’ Union, if a 
resolution of the nature described has ever been 
before his members, and he informs me that this 
subject has not been raised. 

I fear the error in the paragraph is in the 
name of the Branch. 

In this connection, however, I would like to 
point out that it has always been the practice in 
the West Riding to cease routine veterinary 
examination in foot-and-mouth disease areas. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. T. MacGRrecor, 


Acting Chief Veterinary Officer. 
Veterinary Department, 
County Council of the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, 


County Hall, 
Wakefield. 
February 5th, 1938. 


Eo * % * * 


“ BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS AND THE VALUE 
OF ROUTINE HERD INSPECTIONS ” 


To THE EpDITOR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—I have now received the report on the 
typing of the tubercle bacilli recovered from 
the glands of the two calves reported in my 
popes published in the issue of the Veterinary 

ecord of January 29th. They were proved to 
be of the “ bovine” type. 

Yours faithfully, 
FRANCIS A. DAvIDSsON. 

County Buildings, 

Stafford. 








